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TO THE 


LADY. *¥*#* & * 


j “ o% <3 3 
we 1S ee 


MADAM, . 


OUR Lady hip’ g chatadter i is 
_ fo well known, that the Pub- 
lic would blame me, if I pre- 

fented not thefe Papets to You, who 

can fo readily put them into the | 


hands of ante who want them moft, 


You. will, = afle, ‘a Tbe 
 CENTAUR os as'a Title to 
them. ‘The Men of Pleafure, the 


licen- 


6@ 


ii = The Dedication — 
licentious, and profligate, are the fub- 


ject of thefe'Letters; and in fuch, as 


in the fabled Centaur, the Brute runs 
away with the Man: therefore I call” . 
them Centaurs... And farther, I call 
them Centaurs not fabulous, becaufe 
by their {carce half-human condud, 
and cHaracter, thatenigmatical, and 
purely ideal figure of the Antients, 


is not unriddled only, but realized. 


Your Ladythip’s curiofity is great ; 
and: you, poffibly, are willing to 


~ know what account antiquity gives 


of: the family, or rather breed, of the 
enki . iad is as follows. : 


‘ 


- OF a! Centinars. - lid ree 
ae, was CuoiroNn. He was a 


 preat Botanift ; and ‘our bitter herb 


_ Centory: takes: its name ftom ‘hint. 
He — all herbs bitter, because, 
= being 


Yb DEDICATION. iit 
being very amorous, he could not 
find any amongft them, that could. 
abate the fever in his bloed:: and he 
left a complaint i in the Greek lan- 
guage to that purpofe; which Ovid, 
fick of the fame difeafe,. has bau 
lated, and tran — to pofterity 


in his works.” 


But he was not only a Botanit 
but a great mafter of Mufic: He 
compofed an exquifite piece of har- 
mony for young Achilles his pupil, — 
which charm’d Deidamia to his em- 
braces; by whom he had Pyrrhus, , 
in the court of her father Nicome- 
des, a little before he dropp’d his 
petticoats, and put on his boots for 
the Trojan war. But what will 
endear to your Ladyfhip Criiron’s 
memory beyond any the moft te- 

B nown’d 


iV The De DICATION. 


| hown’d in ftory, is, that he was 
not only the venerable Father’ of 
Orgeras, but alfo the Son of a 


Masquerade; - the very firft of thofe 


~ numerous fons, with which that pro- 
 lific Entertainment has fince multi- 


ply'd mankind. 


It ee, d hue: Eeiuey, fale , 


to his good wife Ors, had an intrigue 
with Pattiyra. Seeing, one day, his 
) injur’ d {poufe coming to difturb their 
intimacy, for efcape, he turn’d himfelf 
into.a Horse; which occafioned the 


noble equeftrian figure of Chiron, his 
fon. —s : 


| This, Madam, was the very firtt 
of MasQueERADES. You fee the 


virtuous occafion, and the laudable 


‘fruits of it. Jupiter’ Ss. mafquerading 


in the form of a Buxt, was long 


2 7 4 after 


The Devicat fon. ¥ 
after. Europe’ takes its name from. 
Europa, whom he ran away with: 
in that thape. And your friend Clo- 
dius fays, that, probably, we cele-: 
brate Horned MasQueERADES in 
memory’ ‘of it: - This is the recorded 
origin’ of that nocturnal affembly ; ; 
and, indéed, it is evident to com- _ 
mon fenfe, that a Mafquerade had 
never exifted, but for its then acci- 
dental, and fine eftablith’ ‘d, fabfer- 
| = to Love. 


Thefe, you ‘will fay, a are wild Fan 
bles ; but they are not without their 
Morals. This fable of Saturn, and — 
Ops, means, that jealous Conscience, | 
-the Soul’s iowiil wife, will ever di- | 
fturb licentious pleafure ; and that 
there is no means of efcaping | the 
periecution, but by becoming quite — 
bate in it. . This, and the fallow- 

B 2 | ng | 


vi The D EDI CATION: 

ing explanations of the myftical part- 
of antiquity have been overlook’d by 
former Corhmentators, tho’ Bacon 
was among them. - . 


“There is a fecond moral in the 
prefent fable. Curron, Madam, was. 
a Man, as much, I mean, as the. 
gayer past of your acquaintance. 
Why then is he reprefented | as a 
~ Centaur ? For two reafons. He was; 
as I have faid before, the fon of Sa- 
turn, and a very lewd old fellow. 
Reprefenting him as a Centaur, fig- 
nifies, that Beings of origin truly ce- — 
- leftial, may debafe their nature, forfeit 
their charaéter; and fink themfelves, 
by licentioufnefs, into perfect beafts. 


Secondly, it fignifies, that the reft 
of the fpecies, the fober part of man- — 
kind, prejudiced. by- their abandon’d 


man~ 


The DevIcaATION. Vii 


manners,may naturally imagine, that 
they hear them neighing after their _ 
wives, and daughters; galloping with 
more than human hafte after temp- 
tations; and rather infolently prance- 
ing on four legs, than decently con- 
tent with two. This, probably, is 

the meaning: Firft, becaufe Preju- 
@ice greatly hurts our difcernment, — 
and transforms objects exceedingly, 


Secondly, becaufe all allow that a | 


Centaur is a mere creature of the 
er 


But tho’ Ghiron was the moft ce- 
lebrated, yet was he not the moft 
antient, of our mythological cavalry. 
Ix10N was a primitive man of plea- 
fure ; a Gallant of Juno, and much 
in favour. Jupiter, lefs in his intereft, 
interpos'd a cloud in her ftead, which 
not a: after was brought to bed of 

B 3 the 


wii The DEDIe ATION, 

the firft Centaurs. - From that hour 
Juno commenced a fcold; and in 
that character. Virgil eile her 
{wear, that if the can’t find friends | 
in heaven, the will as hel] for . 
them. 


“This oi of Ixt6Nn cau 
the great Acight of our expectation, 
and as great depth of our difappoint- 
ment, in illicit love. And JurrrEr’s 
interpofing the cloud, intimates, that 
Heaven decrees this difappointment , 
and that therefore it is madnefs to 
flatter ourfelves with. hopes of the 
contrary. ~ The fable. would farther 
teach us, that our Imagination, fir’d: 
by palion, impofes not only on our 
underftandings, but .our very fenfes, 
whieh take Clouds for Goddefles } 
and adore Darknefs, as divine, | 


You 


The De DICAT ION. 9 1k, 
© "You fee, Madam, that Gallantry 
is hereditary in this ‘Ihaftiious Houfe, 
¥Fthould fay Stasie: That there- 
fore Continence may be conftrued as 
_ an argument of Baftardy. Who then 
can blame your gay ftiends for be- 
_ing loth to be baftardiz’d, and difin- 
herited ; to lofé Honour, Patrimony, 
- Mires, together 7” 


They hin clear’ of this imputa~ 
tion : but there is one particular, that 
fpeaks. not fo much in their favour ; 
but :rather calls their legitimacy i. 
queftion. How comes it to pafs, that 
the pofterity of cloud-begotten Sires 
fhould be fo cloudlefs a generation, 
that not one {pot of ftupidity can n be 
found ‘about them ? ? 


But tho” fpotlets i in “this point, they 
are not fo in another ; which may fet | | 
eee B 4 all 


& yo 
: 2 
. 


K- The Da pycaTtion: 
all right again. DeiaNnina, as & 
charm to regain the loye.of her huf- 
band Hexcunes, who was gone 
aftray after OmpHaez, Queen of | 
Lydia, fent him a thirt dipp’d in. the 
blood of the Centaur Nessus. But 
inftead of an{wering her end, it pave 
him a diftemper fo virulent, as pray: ‘do 
- mortal, To balance the difadvan< 
tage above, fome fay, this diftemper, 
at certain. feafons, ftjll runs in his 
race. Others rob our modern. Gen- . 
taurs of that credit ; imputing their 
- diforder to another caufe. _And, in- 
deed, the prefent {tory tells us, that. 
Ladies miay convey fomewhat elfe, 
when they mean only to make a 
prefent of ner Love. 


7 But worfe a diftemper is to be 
feared. You know, Madam, Ixion’s 
remarkable punifhment ; but, pro- 
bably, | 


The Devicétion x 
ably, not the fall impost of it. Ju- 
piter, for the’ Father’s fake, detefting 
his whole pofterity, defign’d Ixion’s 
wheel; not only as an emblem of 
their endiefs rotation in unalter’d . 
circles of prefent pleafures ; but alfo, 
as a-prophecy of their future pains ; 
and an exaé reprefentation of that 
rack, which, Prudes fay, they de- 
ferve for their sla Alani 


7 pad: now, Madam, all things con- 
fidered, have I named them wrong? 
I have named them as moft men of 
antient renown were, from their 
perfonal qualities, and exploits. 
If you ftill think me to blame, I 
flatter myfelf you will change your 
mind, when you have tead, the 
Letters — 


This - 


xii = The DeDicaTion,. 

_ This. addrefs to. your Ladyfhip, 
will my fober Readers fay, -is itfelf 
a Centaur, of the Pegafean kind, in 


which the untamed Imagination has- 


too much run away with the: Judg- 


ment, and carried it to enormous: 


| heights. . If- your Ladyfhip will ven- 


ture, however, to be my Fellow- 
traveller, I promife to carry you 
fafely to an Eminence . im. Fairy-. 


land, from whence you {hall fur- 
vey the moft furprifing and amufe- 
ing Scené. To comply with: your 


Tafte, it fhall even. be a ludicrous. 


one.. Your favourite Centaurs fhall . 


_ be permitted to intrude even into the 
moft folemn Groves of facred Medi- 
tation. _ Their Grotefque Fi igures 
fhall continually meet your Eye, 


where you the leaft exped, and. 


where the fevere Critic. and the 


Prude (all but Centaureffes arePrudes~ 


with 


san 


The DEDICATION. xii 
with you) will be moft feandalized 
een ar ae 


dle a 1 Pledo ge of this Promifé, ac= 
| cept of my Frontifpiece. It offers 
a Sketch which your Ladyfhip may 
ony a better hand to er. 


. The Statues of the aia are 
fet up in public, to kindle honeft 
emulation. In moft antient ‘{chools. 
of wifdom were the Bufts, or.Por- 
traits, of the wife. What, Madam, 
if for your modern Academy, Ho- _ 
garth (hould draw a Centaur, not, 
as ufual, with his bow and arrow, 
but (what will hit your mark as welt) 
with Harlequin’s fabre by his fide ; 
ina party-coloured jacket of pi€tur ‘d 
cards; a band of mufic before, a 


Scaramouch-Demon behind him;°a. 


Weathercock,on his head, a Rattle — 
| : in 


viv Fhe DEDICATION. 
in-his hand, the Decalogue under. 
his feet; and, for the benefit of your 
Scholars, a Label out of his.mouth, 
infcrib'd; as was the Temple of | 
Apollo, with Pia: ceavky, in letters of 
gold [In mz, Know Thyfelf]; Zhey, 
your Scholars, will take it in the 
true philofophic fenfe, and wonder 
how it came into the mouth of fo 
ridiculous, and, to — fo foreign, 
a monfter. 


_ As your Ladyfhip’s Affembly, of 
all our Hyppodromes, is the moft res 
nown'd, I hope you will favourably. 
accept the wholfome Provender I 
fend you. It is of an anti-circean 
nature ; and may, poffibly, turn apne 
Monfters into Men. 


. But I detain you: ItisSunbday 
NIGHTS and I hear a. whole firing 
of 


The DEDICATION. x¥ 
of your high-bred, unbridled, Colta 
coming in full career; with a blaze 
in their foreheads, to outbrazen my 
rebukes ; anda {pring in their heels, 
to boand high a at your Balls, . 


Quadrupedante putrem foie quasi 


 ungula — 7 


- This, Madam, | you vadestions 
| better than They. But you begin 
to frown, as you always do at Praife. 
Fear’ not; not one word of Com- 
pliment thall you have from me 
during our whole Journey. I fhall 
carry you. at - firft a. heavy Trot 
through rough unbeaten ways, en- 
fertaining you unpolitely, with Dif- - 
courfe quite foreign to your way 
of Thinking ; fuck as paffed in Cor- 
refpondence between me anda Friend ~ 
that would — defpife and be de- 
| | {pifed 


I 


xvi Zhe DevticaTion. | 
_ fpifed among fuch as you think yours, 

In the Progtefs of our Travels (which | 
I honeftly. muft tell you, will only 
‘touch upon, not terminate in, Fairy- 
land) I fhall carry you into an un- 
known Country, where every thing. 
is real, bright, and tranfporting. | If 
there, compelled by the Force of. fo- 
vereign Truth, I fhould not only 
affert, but convincingly prove,’ that 
you are of Rank more than Im- 


_. perial, and prefent you with an un-- 


flattering Glafs, in which, notwith- 
ftanding, your own form fhall ap- 
pear with all the charms of an An- © 
- gel_-—But fome Breathing-time i is 
neceflary to prepare for fuch an 
arduous Expedition. ‘Therefore, I 
— difmount for the . prefent, and fay 
no more. | : 


Lam, Mapam, &ec. 4 
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SEATS AKE. ho: her for. yous 
, - gequelty the World is your 


.. galls loudér.‘on me, than 
ny: wp fried. can. poflibly-do ;. aid: sobs 
-mé of the credit of aie: my-com- 
pliance owing intirely: to" your . de- 
fire. Alarm’d at our reigning paf- 
Pee CG 7 fion 


apology, !, The occhGon © 


2 On INFIDELITY. 

fion for PLeasuRe, you prefs me 
_to write on that fubjeé&t. Who can 
forbear ? fince if the prefent canine 
| appetite for it fhould increafe, where 
is that Bedlam which can receive a 


- whole nation into proper methods of 
cure ? 


Your enjoining me one tafk has 
engaged me in two. Prevails not 
InFIDELITY as muchas Pleafure? 
And for-ever-they muft prevail, “or 
decreafe, together. Infidelity is the 
parent of the Love of ‘Pleafure in 
fome; Eve doubted, and then eat ; 
it is the confequence of it in others; 
moft of Eve’s daughters firft tafte, 
and then difbelieve. Pleafure, and 
Infidelity, reciprocally generate each 

other; and he that would reduce 
_ one, tmutt ftrike at both. . - | 


Thefe 


Oz INFIDELITY. = 3° 
 Thefe two, row ‘national diftem- 
pers, fairly divide us between them. 
- One feizes the body, one the mind =. 
and ‘where thefe two fiery darts have. 
takeri place, the Deftroyer may {pare 
a third; his work is done. . “What. 
then mutt be mine? The tafk is hard 
to extract them;. for they fcem, at 
prefent, to be hot only poifoned, but. 
on hesiisdude in the ~~ heats. 


al: " (hall alela ‘fich, to 
” amaloe the Infidel, and then: the Vo- 
luptuary, fenfibleof his error. I hall: 
recommend belief, and virtue;’in the’ 
room of doubt, and diffolutenefs; and. 
by (I hope) properly adapted: devo~’ 
‘fiom adlift their repentance ; ‘that ne-. 
- ocflary: ftep of tranfition from oné of: 
‘thefe ftates;.‘to.the other. ‘And cbn-— 
fidering into-whole. hands thefe Let- 
ters will £7/?.come:(for I defign: them: 


Men | C 2 © for . 


\ 


4 Os INFIDELITY, 


for-the prefs) with regard to yaour- 
felf, I thall give you your friend Ez-. 
jJebius:s character at. large, And with 
wegate to your Sifter, I shall invite: 

her,-and her gay favourites, to .a 
Funeral, : em: ea 


in dhe Mind: ig oar. satiidacana 
I fhall .fistt. Speak of In #ip garry, 
and then of Purasursi:: And: it~ 


fhall be my endeavour fo to {peak 


_ of both, as to rendediit the:pravitice 


of Ws rather’ than! 7 sfaloe,: ta-rex: 
plyidi What: may'filence'wifdora,. wilh 
but provoke. wit; : vwihdée ansbition: it; 
it :to; dJay-moft where ledfk:‘is:to. be 
faid.\; You-may as:well-attémpt to f- 
lence atrEcho by firength of Violeey. a8 
a Wit bythe force:of reafon.; Dhey, 
both are'but the louder for it? they 

~ both will-have the left word «How: 
eften hear.we saga srk ‘great: mger 


me 2 . nuity 


On INFIDELITY. 5 
nuity fupporting: folly? that is; by - 
wit deftroying wifdom; as. the fame 
fort of men, by pleafure deftroy hap- 
pinefs; prone to draw evil out of 
good, and: fet’ things at variance, 
which, ‘by nature, are allies. Happi- 
nefs, and Pleafure, as Wifdom, and 
.Wit, are each other's friends, or foes ; 
and if foes, of foes the worft. Well- 
.chofen Pleafure is. a-branch of happi- _ 
nefs ;; well-judging Wit, is a flower 
of wifdom : but when‘thefe petty fab- 
alterns fet up for.themfelves, and 
counteract their principals, one makes 
a greater wretch; and the other a 
proffer fool, ‘than: _— exift ai 
Shem 3 

Have we not a recent, and fignal | 
inftance, how far wit-:ean fet wifdom 
at defiance, and, with its artful bril- 
liances, dazzle common underftand- 


: | C.3 ae ings ? 


6 On INFIDELITY. 

ings? That noble author * {miles at a 
‘certain text, of which J fhall make 
a ferious ule, viz. When. the fons of 
God came in to.the daughters of men, 
they begot Giants.. So when great ta- 
lents fall in love with mean purpoles, 
they beget errors .of an enormous 
fize, both in -opinion, and in life. 
What more enormous than to let In- 
‘fidelity gather-fuch ftrength, even in 
-our decline, as to ftand the terrors 
of a.death-bed, and bequeath proud 
legacies of its porfon to the world? 
"Is not this ftretching out our bold- - 
nefs even beyond the day of tryal ? 
' Carrying the’ war into the very bor- 
_ ders (if I may fo fpeak) of that dread 
Being we dare oppofe ? and, defpe- 


_ ‘rately prefuming on’ atchieving that 


in our grave, of which a Fuhan, af 
equal ; — tho’. not of — guilt, : 
7 -‘defpaired — 
- * Lord Bolingbroke 
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defpaired' on a. throne; and that 


_ the greateft on earth? Julian _was for 
defeating one Prophecy; my Lord 


is for expunging ies all; and both ~— 


with like fuccefs. - 


Take I too et a ectlets > Ie 
is both folly, and-vice, to bear any 
man ill-will. But it is alfo folly; and 
vice, not.fo to behave, when o¢cafion 
requires, as that our condué may : 
be miftaken for ill-will, if the preju- 
died think. fit. -Why fhould our 
opponents call that ill-will, which 
they, if they were of our opinion, 
and thought us in a fatal error, and 
_ heartily wifh’d us well, would, necef- 
" farily, do out of perfect love? If the 
Vifcount’s admirers refent out of 
zeal to his honour, I affure them, 
7 (tho { have had no apparition) that 

. | C4 ~~. Ris 
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his Lordthip, riow on my fide, thanks 
them not for the favour. ph = 
That Truth: was re a rls 
hood {pecious, and Opinioris‘endlefs ; 
and that in thefe circumftances the 
mind of man could find no‘reft;’ be- 
caufe fufpence is anxious, and affent 
almoft inevitably betray’d: 'fnito: mit 
take; this was the fad, and. jul; com 
plaint of. the heathen world, which: 
by God’s dereliction had: loft its way, 
and could not regain it, by the feeble 
| glimmerings of natural _ a 
ay ts ce aa 

But of: what have weto complain, 

who grope, and wander, and. ftum- 
ble, at noon-day ? Ours is not izno- 
tance, but perverfenefs ; not want of 
a guide, but defection from him,’ Our 
noble author, fo much admired, be- 
eaufe fo much in the wrong, declares 
. our 
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our: light: to be datkhefs; and: with 
the boafted acutenefs of: his fuperior 
underftanding, inftead of couching 
thofe that are blind, is for putting 
out the-eyes of thofe that fee. Thus, 
Heaven’s ‘fupreme bleffing « on’ us! in 
the Gofpel,. is not annulled only; by 
our perverfenefs; but turn’d'to tinich 
hurt. -We:are favour'd:to our! nif 
fortune, we are entich’d to’ our 
lofs, a ae es 
-.The heathens courted Truth. as a 

‘miftrefs; with: warm, and fincere, ad- 
_ dreffes, ‘but could ‘not obtain ‘her. 
We, having: obtain’d. her, ‘treat ‘her; 
as an abandon’d age the lawful: part- 
ners of their: -beds, with ‘fatiety, and — 
difpuft, and a’ wild ‘defire after new 
émbracés,,- And what have we em- 
braced? Thusruns, at: beft, ‘the pa- 
| latable do@rine of an age too know= 


in gS 
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ing to need inftruétion, too- ines to. 
bear it, from Heaven itfelf.. | 


« Whatever’ notices: of duty to 
‘< God, or Man, are imprinted in us, 
“ by nature, or deduced” by reafon, 
“ thefe are obliging, and neceflary 
to be perform’d by all; as the na- 
“ tural religion : but as for any po- 

* fitive inftitutions, or particular 

‘“ forms of religion, thefe are of .hu~ 

© man origin, ftamp’d in the politi+ 
“© cal mints of craft, intereft, or am- 
‘© bition; a coin current for the vul- 
‘| garonly.”. It is fit, it feems, that 
the vulgar - fhould be fetter’d, that 
their fuperiors may expatiate more at 
large, and not fear to meet with ri- 
vals in them. And, indeed, if the 
vulgar had the fame principles, and 
opinions, with many. of their mafters, 
their mafters would have as faira 

chance. 
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chance to have their.threats cut, as 
the murderét to be trang’ d for it. - 


.. As to God, ins fay, « The t Satin | 
ral religion commands-us to think 
‘6 worthily, and {peak reverently, of 
‘¢ Him: but, as fome. have thought 
« churches derogatory to the notions 
“ of an Omniprefent, Being; fo for- 
« mal prayers, and folemn fervices, 
_ are no way neceflary to a Being 
‘¢ Omnifcient.” They prefent Him _ 
(if with any) with a more fublime, 
and philofophical devotion, ftripp’d 
of all externals, invifible as the Deity, — 
and, indeed, as.incomprehenfible to 
the multitude ; whofe religion, like 
themfelves, muft have a body, as well 
as a foul; or it will evaporate into 
nothing. ‘Thus, under pretence of a_ 
compliment to one divine attribute, 
they rob all of the worfhip due to 
| Sf them, 
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them. They pretend to give God ex- 
alted homage, as the Jews array’d 
our bleffed Lord in a purple robe, to 
mock him, not adore.. And here our 
undiffembled neglect, if:not con- 
tempt, of. religion, and our bare- 
faced venality fetting all, even fouls, 
to fale, cannot but recal to mind, 
that thefe fifter iniquities, as if natu- 
. rally connected, went hand-in-hand 
| {as the Hiftorian tells us); ‘towards the 
ruin of the Roman empire. 


Dia nag vere, omnia ee ee fl 
’ As to the duties of the fecond ta- 
ble, they tell as; that ‘* the precepts 
of nature: fun evidently -againit 
“© injuries, and: injuftice 5 We muff, 
by no means, commit: rapine, : or 
. murder: thefe> are *unfdciable 
oT Ramat Pe Petdlogtened 
@ Saluft. : 
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‘* crimes:, But as for.any.,pleafurable. 
<c _ enjoyments ‘of ourfelves, why: de- 
« prive ourfelves of . thefe? Why 
“ ftarve ata feaft Heaven fets before 
«c cus? _ We cannot conceive God. to 
“bea, tyrant; to what.end has he, 
« given defires, but that we fhould 
“¢ fatisfy them? or appetites, byt 
“that. we fhould indulge them 2. 
Anger and Luft, if -sonftitutions, 
“ are venial fins.” 


“Thus the fluices are fet open “te 
all fenfuality, promifcuous inconti- 
nence, and ftudied arts of excefs,-to 
pour in uncontrouled ; and by a fe-. 
cond .compliment to. the Deity, as 
fincere as‘mry Lord’s pretended. s¢, 
gatd for Chriftianity,; is varnifhed, 
over a {econd, violation of his laws, 

Bacchus, and Venus, are: tecalled. to 
anew: apothealis - under .a chriftian. 


aria | | | . aera ; 9 
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era’; and receive daily. facrifice inl 
the: Sorting: health, and common 
dignity of 1 man, : 


‘y 


«3 


- Defires, ‘and appetites, were not’ 
iven us out of tyranny; but-with an 
intention doubly kind ; .as'a means 


both of Pleafure, and Virtue, if ora- 


tified, and reftrained, as religion di 
retts. In both-views: ‘they are’ ble 
fings, but greateft in the laft; yet 
an Efau will ever be for preferring 
me former. - a 7 oe 


oAC 
‘ 


“Thus you i Sir, hot both the 
tables of the Decalogue are broken, 
in a more tefrible fenfe, : ‘than they | 
were by Mofes, at his defcent from 
the mount: and from. no diffimilar 
caufe, The fufficiency of human rea- 
fon is thegblden calf which thefeimier 
fet be to be worfhipped ;- and in the 


| t.- fren- 


On INFIDELITY. 15 
frenzies of their extravagant devotion 
to it, they trample on venerable au- _ 
thority; ftrike at an Oak with an 
Ofier ; the doétrine of God’s own 


planting, and the growth of ages, 


with the faddain, and fortuitous, 
fhoots of imagination ; abortive births 
of an hour. Thefe human i improve- | 
ments on divine ‘revelation: may be 
compared to the prophaning theholy 
Bible’ with the figures: of heathen 
idols; under Antiochus Epiphanes; or 
rather, to the proud Roman emperor, 
who took the head from Jupiter’s © 
ftatue, and placed his own inits ftead. 
-Thefe are bold men; but the boldeft, 
we hope, may be bedilinat. That 
almighty finger which wrote the di- 
vine laws twice in: ftone, cannot 
want power to give them a new im- 
preflion i in: their een hearts.” 


a io, Ao © se 
gt Pa Leia Mii ate ee 
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-. And. that. they may, the more wil- 
lingly. xeceive.that impreflion,.J fhall 
oblerye, that, {etting afide-the imme. 
ra} confequenges, of ‘Anfidelity, Faith 
is neceffary. on its QWA account, with- 
out: relation {o.any thingyelfe:. Epith 
1s not only a. means. of. obeying, but 
a principal act of obedience, : At dg 
not,gnly.a needful foundation ; y it Js 
not'only as an: ‘altar, an which to fa- 
crifice ; + ‘but ,it_is-a -facrifice. itfelf; _ 
and, “perhaps, of all: the greateft. . It 

is a ‘fubmiflion of. wr underftandings, 


an eblation | of ‘gur idoliz’d-seafan, 


to. Godi. which he requiresfo indi 


| pensahly, that our, whole will,: and 
affections, . tho’. feemingly a; larger 
facrifice, will not, -withoat. its ‘be. te- 
‘ceived atour ‘tosh. to ee, 


,* Ae Ne a ee 
: oa. "ew aoe t’ 


Dea any quedo, thi? His Koord- 
mp s _—— will be — apt toque- 
e ftion 


On INFIDELITY. ‘1% 
ftion it; yet this is true: for it was not 
an atteftation of thieir doctrine, but 
their faith, for which the bleffed Apo- — 
files were perfecuted, and the Martyrs 
fhed their blood 3 which they might 
eafily have avoided, if they had in- 
fifted only on the inotal precepts of 
their new difpenfation. Their mo- 
‘ral precepts were approved, and wel- 
-comed, by the wifeft on earth. Nay, 
‘our Infidels compliment them, efpe-. 
cially when they would give them- 
{elves the more weight in theit op- 
pofition to our Creed ; yet, poffibly, 
they had rather fubferibe that abfurd 

ereed, than fland obliged to practife 
that morality, which they fo much 
commend. 


To renounce, or en the faith 
-(oné,.o# both of which is my-Lord’s 
‘Pant abftxaéted: from libertind. gra- 
dD tifica= 


sie * 
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tifications to follow,-or to get rid of 
| fear from thofe paft ;. there feems to 
be fo little temptation, that. I fhould 
‘think none would venture on it, but 


thro” ignorance of its guilt.” Its guilt 
therefore I have pointed out ; which 


fthews that modern Deifm, how lau- 


dable foever the Deift’ slife is, is.crimi- 
nal i in inelf. A virtuous life, rifing 


se 


gel of light fupported by a oven 


foot ; which many feem not to. be- . 
fe, otherwife they would not be fo 
often pleading the virtue of Deifts, 
as a full abfolution of that fect: 

whereas we are.exprefly told, that 


the Fup foall live by Faith; that is, 


even the Jutft thall not live, that 1 » 
be faved, without it, | 


“But tho” a. corrupt | faith 3 is.  faflici- 
ently criminal i in a ittelf, yet “its guilt 
rarely 


= 
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Bey refts therd 5 - it ‘often produces 
a irregular life.” On the contrary, 
vicious practice i is fare to produce a 
corrupt faith ; or, an abfolute renun- 
ciation ‘of all belief: for the notices 
of good 2 and ill aye fo fairly imprinted 
on our nature, and. the practice of 
them i is fo. ftrongly guarded by con- 
fequent hope and fear, that no ¢on- 
{cience is fo harden’d, as to fin with- 
out the thelter of fome pretence: The 
guilty | huth confcience with fuch foft 
whifpers as thefe; either, Heaven takes 
not fuch cognizance of our actions ; 
or, is not fo much concern’d about 
_ them, as fome imagine; of, its mercy 
will not fuffer it to be jut ; or, its 
juftice will ‘not fuffer it to be fo fe- 
vere, as to punifh temporal guilt with 
eternal pain: all which are corrup~ 
tions of the faith. Or if thefe opiates 


wall not do, they proceed to re- 
| D 2 nounce 
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nounce the faith.. They give. them- 
felves a quite-quieting draught of ab- 
folute unbelief: A Deity is a dream, 
and Religion a cheat. And thus 
they throw off their: fears, their God, 
and. common fenfe, together ; and 
are deplorably gay, till they are ir- 
remediably undone. How. happy 
might fuch wretches be, if they knew 
whata trifle plea/ure is to peace! A 
very trifle is it, even when pleafure — 
is innocent: but when not; when 
pleafure is an enemy to peace ; then, 
then indeed, it is a trifle no more. 


There is a text which mutt give 
fome furprize to-thofe who doubt 
whether.a bad life occafions a falfe, 
or 70 belief. Tt is ‘faid, there muft be 
“herefies; that is, falfe beliefs, And. 
why? | -There is certainly. no: fatal 
neceffity for them, from God's defti- 

nation 
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nation— No; but there i is a moral 
| necefflity for Sei from man’s Cor-_ 
ruption, A heart boiling with vio- 
lent and: vicious paffions, will fend 
up infatuating fumes to the head’; 
and a delirious giddinefs of head will 
make a man fall into’ the groffeft 
miftakes, be his natural abilities what 
they will. A lewd and obftinate will 
fails not to blind the ftrongeft judg- 
nient; As tao the man of might. 


“ ais even of shofe shat held fal 
the Faith, may perhaps not have ob-: 
ferved, that Faith is doubly precious : 
it is our Duty, and our Refuge; nay, 
. it is. doubly our refuge, It refcues 
our paflions from flaming into. vice ; 
and i it refcues our underftanding from, 
darkening i into errors. The fame qua- 
lification which is neceffary for us in 
order to pleafe God, is as neceflary 

: D 3 to 
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to fecure ourfelves. from.‘ impofture.; 
and ‘not. only from fuch impoftures 
ag Others’ may prepare. for us, but 
from our Own. — Kt 3s our fole fecu- 
rity again{t ‘our framing impofitions 
to deceive our own judginents_ (as 
fhewn above), as ; well as againft our 
incurring crimes to defeat our own 
falvation,. e ae fad 


. 


~ . ‘ a ca 


As t to the Re tet articles of 
our faith, which Infidels would. by 
no means have me forget 5 “ —_ 
fay they, “can {wallow them ?” 
truth, none but thofe who fate it 


no difhonour to their underftandings 


to credit their Creator. Sacinus, like 


our Infidels,’ was one of a narrow 
throat; and, out:of-generous com-~ 
paffion to the Scriptures: (which the | 


World, it feems, had mifunderfteod 


for 1500 years) -' -was. for weeding 


them 
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them of theit nyfteries ; : and ren- 
dering thern,'in the plenitude of his 
infallible ‘réaforn, undifgufting,” and 
palatable to ail the tational part of 
manktiid.: Why fhould honeft Jews 
and'‘furks ‘be frighted’ from’ us by. 
the Trinity? He' was for making Re- 
ligion familiar and inoffenfive.’ And — 
fo he did; and unchriftian ‘ tde. 
Thofe things which our hands. can 


‘ yoN 


grafp;” our underftandings ‘cannot 
comprehend. ‘Why then’ deny to 
the Deity Himfelf the privilege of be- - 
ing one, amidft that multitude & 
myfteries woah He has made? 


. Here let me iw or per 
haps -has efcaped your notice,. with 
regard: to the blefied: Trinity, which 
gives our unbelievers the greateft of- 
fence. The Revelation of it‘ is not 
only neceffary for our underftanding 
the foundation of Chriftianity, butis — 

D 4 alfo, 
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allo, I conceive,,an abfolute. demon- 

ftration of itstruth, _Becawle.it is a 

myftery. which by Vature conld: not 

poflibly, have entered into the imagi- 

nation of man; which they, who moft 

explode it, confe&s, by their obftinate 

rejection of 3 it. .For why do: they re- 
ject it, but on that very accoynt? Our 
opponents therefore, in fome meafure, 

fupport 1 us in our attachment, to this 

{upreme article of our Creed, which 

they moft condemn; and (what is. 
fomewhat remarkable in favour of 
our faith) fupport us in it by the very: 
caufe for which it is os by 

them, 

‘Myferies, that i is, ‘ans oreat and 
hidden things. of our teligion, whofe 
truth we are. affured of by Divine 
authority, “but the manner of their 
Being farpaftes our underftanding : 
fuch as the Plurality of Perfons in 

ths 
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the’ Divine’ Unity” 2 God manifeft in 
the fleth : the operation ‘of the Holy. 
Spirit in the hearts of believers: the’ 
{pititual prefenice : of Chrift ‘in the 
Eucharift: the uniting our {catter’d, 
parts from the duft of death. AIL 
which theScriptures have exprefly de-" 
livered as‘catholic truths, Several af 
thefe, feveral heretics have rejected ; | 
and the Socinians have, ip a manner, 
rejected them all. - Faith in Thefe is. 
moré:acceptable to God, ‘than faith’ 
in-lefs abftrufe articles of our religion ;_ 
beeaufe it pays that honour which is: 
due‘to his teftimony ; and the more: 
feemingly incredible the matter is: 
which we believe, the more refpect we 
fhéw to the relator. This (putting in’ 
a Caveat‘againit the ridicule of infi- 
dels) may I be called Heroic faith, cor-' 
refpondent to heroic virtue, at which, : 
out il pradence, they mutt fmile. - 

This 
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This heroic faith may ‘be more 
votanéalh to God (fome 1 may fay) 5 
but, fure, not more w/eful to man, 
It may have a good influence on an- 
ocher life; but what account does 
This find in it? Who can thew me: 
the moral effets of it?——From faith 
in: thefe myfteries, man neceflarily, 
and.more juftly, adores the incom." 
prehenfible Majefty .of God ; | and- 
more juftly and perfedly conten 
plates his own littlenefs, and difpro- | 


portion of thought to thofe’ truths 
that are vouchfafed to his faith, 
Hence he heartily renders God a due. 


honour for his'teftimony ; ‘and a due «. 
acknowlegement of his profeffed care ° 


_of his Church; and a due thankful . 


nefs for the mercy of his Revelation, 
He renders a due obedience to ‘his 


proper government, as a. Chriftian, 
that i is, the authority of the Church; 


1 iid 
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and a.due: affiftance to the: public 
peace, which is never: fafely built but 
on unity. of’ judgment. And as to 
his private virtue; he ‘keeps in due 
fubjection the Pride. of . Underftand- 
ing, that moft vicious affection. of 
the mind, which, ‘if let loofe, would 
be attended with a multitude: of 
evils; and with one in paiticular, 
which occafions this Letter. But 
tho’ we could fee none of thefe tem- 
poral advantages, yet would it be 
moft-reafonable in us to believe;_ un- 
lefs we, who think‘it mght to-helieve 
im plicitly in thofe on whom our for- 
tune depends, think -it wrong tq be; 
lieve implicitly in Him, on whom 
depends our Salvation, oak ee: 


But there is, I confefs, fome error, 
on our own part, with regard to my- 
fteries,. We,. perhaps, have: given 

7 — — fome 
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fome {mall excufe for our Infidels 
contempt of myfteries, by more pious, 
than pnident, attempts, thathavebeen 
fometimes made toward an explana 
tion of them. A myftery explain’d, — 
is a myftery deftroy’d = for what is 
a myftery, but a thing not known‘? 
But. things not known may teafon: 
ably be believed; in the very ftrangeft 
things there may’ be truth; and’in. 
things mott aa a he, a 
It. is with our —— as: 
a our eyes. Both have their my- 
fteries:' both have objects beyond | 
their reach; fome accidentally, fome 
-abfolutely. We fee not thofe ob- 
jects that are placed in an obfcure 
light, becaufe there is a defeé in the- 
niedium : we feé not thofe that are” 
vefted with ‘too much light, becaufe 
there is a weaknels in the fenfory; . 
a 7 enable 
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| aa to fuftain fuch ftrong impref- 
fions, ..Thus it is with the objects 
of our underftanding: fome things 

we know. not, from. want of being 
duly inform’d.:. Salvation was.a my- 
ftery.to the Gentiles; but ceafed {0 to 
be, when revealed by. the. Gofpek — 
Other things we know not, becaufe 
they: exceed the meafure of our com- 
prehenfion. ' Thus, fome: articles of 
our faith are fuch myfteries, as by no 
revelation can ceafe to. be fo, They 
muft be myfteries, while men are | 
men; while-yet unblefs'd with powers 
that are not indulged to this. imper- 
fe& ftate. As. it is bold and vain, 
fo, perhaps, it has ever been prejudi- 


cial.to the truth, to-labour at-rational . 


evictions-of facred myfteries; for, by 
thefe means, men attempt ta com- 
prehend the divine nature, by; putting 
it ‘under feme injurious difguife ; as 

we 
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weventure to gaze at thé Sun, after 

we = watch d it into a cloud. 
ee forbad images wid Himfelf be- 
caufe it is impoflible that any fenfible 
reprefentations could do otherwife 
than derogate from Him that’ is in- 
yifible / nor: can’ the diminithing - 
imagery of our notions derogate lefs 
from Him that is incomprehenfible. 
I prefume not to cenfure.thofe who 
have made ‘ule of illuftrations to the 
roper ends of piety ; all I mean, is, 
that fallible ratiocination fhould not 
be made the grounds of faith, whofe 
proper bafis is infallible teftimony. 
Nor is it longer faith than while it 
refts on that; for when I believe, 
not fo much what is ‘revealed, “as 
what my own reafon pronaunces to 
be true; I believe not God, ‘but my- 


felt. I affume, not obey ; and give 
: proof 
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proof rather of ‘the pride, than hu- 
miliation, of my reafon ; whereas its 
humiliation is a scalpel end aimed 
at. + ie God's fo itrict demand of our 
faith. | | 


- “And; ‘indeed, far from humilia- 
tion, and even common modefty, 
‘muft he be, who would give light to 
thofe myfteries which St. Paul, with 
all his learning, eloquence, and in- 
fpiration, pronounced to be to the 
Jews a ftumbling-block ; and to the 
Greeks, thofe moft fubtle of men, 
foolifhnefs : That is, they thought i it 
folly to believe them, becaufe unin- 
telligible ; and becaufe they did not 
apprehend, that there was any divine 
authority to compel their belief. And 
fuch Greeks have we; Epicurean 
Grecks, — and unbelieving; and 

whofe 
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whol? celebrated’: ‘weleings are“ of 
— — with aE STG 
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Men, wile sats divine affiftance!: as 
too officious, with a fort of difdain, 
as if it affronted their own abilities ; 
and whefe prefumptteus opinions 
are: induftrioufly ‘ee by Los 
men, thro’. the land. 


‘With the grok and horrid feds 
.of fuch opinions, ‘and their confe- 
_quences, the diftermper'd’ age groans, 
and kingdoms fhake, and judgments 
threaten. And well they may. How 
-.Many private ‘families: have ‘their in- 
‘famous fecrets? - How many public 
| “tranfadtions. their barefaced iniquity ? 
High courts of juflice have their jus 


datum 
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datum fceéeri, and blufh npt to. plead 
precedent for -the, violation: of. :their 
own laws; and the corruption of 
"the times,,for;more:corsuption ftill ? 
Is not this heaping mountain. upon 
mountain againft: Heaven? And 
think we, ended will never return 
the blow P | 


| We i had dean: nay now 
loin fome light and merciful admo- _ 
nitions from Heaven. But ean it be 
thought, that an age of judgments, 
_ and paftimes; of riots, and diftreffes; 
_ of exceffive debts, and exceflive ex- 
-pence; -of public poverty, and pri- — 
‘wate accumulation: ; of ‘new feéts in 
_« religion, and new fallies in‘fin; and 

every other. contradiction to common 
-.-fenfe, does not. call-for more?’ I, 
Sir,.am. faften’d in the country ; nor 
know I much of that larger and 
Lo E —.— fouler 
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-fouler fink ‘of debatichery,: in which 


you breathe. ‘But even here, Iknbw 
too! much. ‘ Where iis that village that 
has not its Suicitles-of intemperance 5 


- orits bold adventurers for fill quicker | 


death from the hand of public } je- 
fice ? And, to confirm that opinion 
above advanced, of the clofe:tie and 
mutual growth of vice and ushelief, 
almoft every cottage can-afford::1i 
one that: has. corrupted, and: every 


. palice one’ asad has: ee tie 


faith, Y a oe vied 


'L haow,, air, ye. aon - 


thatit i 8 the bufinefs of our comm 
Piety, to deplore ;, of our Prayers, te 
obftruct;, and of our Lives, rather 
than our Harangues, to.confute them. 


True ; for if our Chriftianity i Is. tobe - 
found no-where but in. our books, . 


the ; Chriftian, and Inhdel, , may drop — 


ae | their 
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theit.-difpytes {Ar Tillotfon; ' and-a 
Belinpbr PRO are. on the-fame: fide-r 
thdir-contelt: is..but verbal ;. their 
Rgrrement:36:effsnetal,.. aind th af 

wacom — — eternal. : 


a re ey, 


and evrité = we sda) ab Ran as live, 
doain{t the: enemies: of out’ Chriftian 
faith: I: proceed therefore ito obferve, : 
that the Vifcount’s argumertts againtt 
the authority of the Scriptures have 
been: long fince anfwer'd. But he 
‘is not without precedent in this point. 
This repetition of alteady teftited’ ar- 
pumentts | feems to be a deiftical pri- - 
vilege, or diftemper, from which 
few- of them are free, ° Everi' Echoes 
of fichoes are-to be fornd ‘amongft 
‘theth? which evidently fhews, that 
they write not to difcover Truth, but | 
fo: —— Infeétion = ~ which old poi- 
HE £E2 foa 


- ee eee ee 
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fon re-«adminiftred will do, : as. well as 
new; and it will. be ftruck deeper: 
into. the conftitution, by repeating the 
fame dofe. Befides, new writers-will 
have new..readers. The book. may. 
fall into. hands untainted before ; ‘Oly 


_ the. already-infedted. may Swallow it 
more: greedily. i in a new. vehiele ;. My, 


they that. were difgufted with, AL, 
one vehicle, may relith it.in another: 
I therefore afk pardon: what I mifs 


called. Diftemper, I find, on, fecond 


thoughts, is’ perfect Prudence: but 


‘ fuch prudence as, with Them, would. 


throw. a chriftian writer into the bet- 
tom of ass 


eee 


T ioe. are more. iad for ‘ our 
Deifts. to. .be diffatisfy’ 'd with thems 
felves than thofe already, given. Jnfe 


4 
tar & 


dels i is an opproprious name: but time 


was, : when Deifn was, the true reli- : 


gion ; 


‘ ‘ 
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gion ; “atid they | are for (HP retain 
i the credit-on¢e due. to that :cha< 
riGeér.* It is therefore fit'for'a friend 
to ‘Chriftianity, nor lefs fit’ for’ al 
filétid’to Them, to take notice, that 
it ‘is ‘impoffible for' a good’ man, that 
is, ‘One’ aiming’ at the Divine favour 
above-all things, to reje an offer’d 
Revelation, without inquiring into 
its’ title to the high character it af 
fuines ; and, that it is as impotlible | 
for ‘a ‘reafenable mai to rej -the 
Chriftian Revelation, af: he does in- 
quite. He, therefore, who continues 
a Deift, in‘a land enlighten’ d- by the 
Gofpel, muft be wanting in Good- 
nels, 0 Or Reafon ; mutt be either cri- 

minal, Qr dull: ‘None, therefore, can 
bé' thore miftaken than ‘they, ‘that 
profess Deifm, for the credit of fape- 
ror ‘inderftanding, or for the’ fake 
of exerc ifing’ a more pure, and per- 
E 3 fect 


. of LAibEELTY, 


‘not aes ee real ‘motive’ ‘be i a 
nature which they think, prudent 1 to 
conceal ? 


a) 
~ # an ¥ ae * 


a 


But to éonceal j it, is not cafy' ‘fo 
Reajon, our defedtive reafon, in many 
points of the laft mament to man, 
wants, withes, calls for a Revilation ; 
and cannot but; accept, when offer” d, 
what it calls for: that is, reafonablé 
Deifts cannot but become Chriftiaiis, 
‘where the Gofpel pas i 


Or argue thus for" it adits of 
various proof): God Almighty woilld 
‘not have made a Revelation, ’but‘in, 
order to be received, And by ‘whdm 
received ? doubtlefs, by the Reaftin- 
able, and Good, Aad if by fone of 

3 them, 
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them, : why not: by. gll?, And if all 
the-reafonable, « and goad, : receive it 5 
— awhat. mutt they, be that reject “it 

_Ehe refore Revealed religion rejected, 
. “Proves ; Natural, religion difabey’ d. | 
“faid; above, that Deifts were blame- 

able, how good foever their lives 
might be: But ow it appears, that 

“their lives cannot be good, Others, 

“perhaps, have forborne {peaking fo 

_ plain, out of charity. I-venture on 

‘3 out of what I conceive to be cha- 

“rity greater: fill: for nothing that 

can awaken them can be me kindly i 

* prefied. , 


ap) 


7 ondios: the Centurion, tho’ one 
of the beft of men, thought not the 
belief of the Gofpel unneceflary ” to 
his: falvation. _ But modesn Deifts, 
wifer, ‘tho’ not better than he, have 
eis cbjsaions to the Gof pel. Their 
E4 chief 
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chick. -objettion i is dpainft its ay freries 
There is nothing myfteridus, but with ' 
regard td: things, which- we: either: 
can not,.or need rot, underftand. Chan 
not, thro’ the limitation’ of the hut) 
"man intellea ; or Aced not, thro® the: 
{ufficiency of other means, and ‘mos: 
‘tives, for our leading: good lives. ‘Po. 
what amounts, then, this‘capital ob | 
jection, and charge againft it? Fo: 
no more than this, viz., That Chris} 
‘ftianity performs not what it is impot 
fible to perform : for it is'as impof+ 
fible for its Author, Almighty‘ God; :: 
to do more than is needful: for hiss 
gracious end, viz. the good lives of: 
mankind 5 3..as to do what,’ in its na~* 
nites is lapolile to be does. a, 
‘indeed, al their cbjek&ions toChite. : 
ftianity feem to be no more, hor lef’: 
than, n Playing 4 the: -beft. cagd- they. 


have ; ; 
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haves? then ufing-the-beft expedient 
they cast think, cof to keep ‘thém- 
felvés in-counteniance, and the world 
in the. dark): .as.:to: the true’ motive. 
of che’ apoftafy. » Nor are theit ob- 
jections: to be dook’d on, in thofe 
that ate-men: of fenfe, 4§ an atgu- 
maeht of their difbelief, buc ‘their dif 
liké: (They with not the myfteries re- 
maved ;. for:that would rob them’ of a 
favourite objection. They wifh not 
the: darkness. of :the hiyftéries ' re- 
moved,. but- transferr’ d's ‘transferr’d 
fram‘ thd- Dofrines, to the ‘moral 

Precepts. :Thefe are without a cloud; 

_ thefe are too plain for their purpofe, 
None:ever fully complied ‘with thefe, 
but- was.eafily reconciled to the my-~ 
fteries of the Gofpel. The a 
defpotic’ leat commands’ the | paf- 
five-obedient’ head, to: fight its un- 
— and: fay it is its own: 
So 


42 Ow INFIDELITY. 
So ‘that Stax may. blame them for 
fome degree of bypocrify, in his fa- 


‘-vour; may blame them for ply, pre- 
‘tending. to. ‘difbelieve. If, on,, the 
‘other hand, Chriftians were not. -alfo 
hypocrites ; hypocrites, I. mean, a8 


to practice; they would. reb the 


— Deifts of their moft plaufible plea 


againft us; and either. leflen their 
puberty or increafe thei Paine. bs 


I hope eas ins Be ha Deifts ai 


| or fome of thofe whofe principles 
are endanger'd by them; may admit _ 


fome little impreffion from what has 
been offer'd. I hope they may dif- 


cern, .and own. the Self-accufation 
which i 1s, evidently, imply’d. in our 
Deifts. renunciation of Chriftianity.: : 
:ory.if 1am miftaken, that they: will 
fet me right; for if I have wrong’d 
‘them, ‘ have. ‘wrong 'd them much, 
Yee ror, . 
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fbr, in what a difadvantageous light 
‘appear thele ® ‘déferters' frota Chrifti- 
“anity in, ‘thele: papes? A’ Deiffical 
"Yongue, a Chriftian confcience, ‘arid 
‘a ‘partly Pagan heart] What 2: fad 
‘tompofition 1 is this? It isa far heas 
hie charge: ae r with to find | trues: 


‘Buti itis a natubal’queftion, a Hews 
Comes it to pafs, that men ‘of parts 
«« fhould fo much difaftect the Scrip+ | 
"& ures, fo admirable, and Rill moré 
°# and ‘more admirable, ih ‘propor- 
‘ee: ‘tion to the dilcerament: of — 
ba teader . Dt os 
eo: Can it be: from Ipierance?® ke 
aay be fo, if ‘their hearts aré worfe 
‘than their Heads ; ‘for there are ‘parts 
"of Scripture ahichs: none but’ a ‘good 
“man tan’ well underftand: -“ Re- 
4g epee always} and‘again' I fay, Re- 

| joice.” 


. debates often lofe theit edge: 7 


r Dy a 
eb eh ote Bt 
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by joice.” This’ mutt’: appeat to the 
Vicious abfurd, becainfe’ ‘impradtica~ 


| ble, and therefore un-infpired, - ‘To 
rejoice in ‘tribulation, they have: ontei> 
~ ther caufe,. nor power. “Thus, bad’ 


manners, almoft neceffarily, render’ 
men Infidels to holy writ. ‘On the 
contrary, a good life is a key to the’ 


: Scriptures. t The fecret of the Lord’ 


“ is with thofe that fear him.” A’ 
text this, as ‘unintelligible ’ to ‘the’ 
Vicious as the former. As he has’ 
had no Experience, fo neither has’ 
he any Comprehenfion of its truth: 
The good man comprehends, ‘and 
eels it too. ‘Thus the Scripture, like 


| the ‘cloudy pillar which it’ recoids, 


is Light to the true Yraclite, but 
Darknefs to the Egyptians. ‘Henice 
acuteft uriderftandings’ in religious 


i i « Py" a v Rg 


an: 


Can 
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an that caule we feek, be Vani-. 
wy? ? i: may. be. faid of te Vileount’ 


2 en se 


with ged of tiilog a firkt luftre i in - 
the letter’. d world, he had efcaped. 
a temptation which. has evidently. 
been too hard for his prudence; and. 
a common-fiz’d head had, probably, 
left:his heart in fafety. So formidable, 
a poffeffion i is an immortal pen (if. 
his. js immortal) ; a pen more fatal, 
to its mafter, than Cato’s {word. 


Or sigh» not Emy. be the caule 
we feek ? “ But can ‘thefe men envy | 
« Chriftians, whom they quit « On. ac- | 
© count of their unhappy, miftake iss 
| Man is not. only defirous, but am: 

bitious too, of happinels. ‘He but ill 
bears 


a 
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bears that another {hould be, happict- 
than himfelf ; becaufe faperior:- Hap» 
- Pinefs is a- natural angument.of fipe~ 
rior Wifdom or Worth, The: man 
of a libertine life: knows that the goodi 
Chriftian, if his religion is.true, is, on 
the whole, much happier .than dbimn- 
felf. 'Fhérefore he -withes: it to he; 
falfe-;. and endeavours to find it: Soa 
And ftrong endeavours to be inthe 
wrong, Heaven will punifh:with-fuc-: 
cefs. - It will permit. ther to-believa: 
their own Lye; that is, to fall ow 
their ‘own {word, which was drawn 
— the Trash; os yee ae 


N on Bos ua itum wiunses in af Vir t 


i a4 


And Iam igi more called to ime 
pute their’ oppofitidn to. Eriwp, svae 
ther than 7% anity ; becaufe pure Va# 


nity is confiftent with Good-nature;. 
and 
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and: nay bé-ia:-very candid: thing + 
But Envy has Bitternels,; and: Hl-wills. 
and Ridicule isthe genuine'child. é 
ili-natute; Ridicule; ‘that: offenfive 
mee of: which my are fo fond. 
-) Now tho” ai is: more’ eitupens 
pet in important debates thdn Rail- 
lery ;. yet can I make fome apology 
fot: them. They may, poffibly, per. 
ceive, that the load on theirown mifs 
giving confcienices, would fink them, - 
were it not’ for the light expedient of 
forced mirth, like a bladder filled — 
with wind, to keep them above wa- 
ter: and that they, fometimes, have . 
theit doubts, and mifgivings of heart; 
it is reafonable to believe. ‘To give 
full~eftablithed fecurity is the incom+ 
manicablé gift of the Gofpel.. . 


. © . roe aa ehoie ¥ + 
a ‘ . ‘ ‘ ‘ 
. oe * > 7 : ‘ . 
ih i a OS oe fae Eke i , 7 “2 io Pt Pay at ave 
" Z 
> * se 
‘ : . 
‘ ~ FR yor at ah au, RE Sy ‘ ae ‘ { Pe 
ss OA Wee Aa. - ¢ . - ‘ . : fubee a 
2 —_ 7 a 3 . ae Peers fe em ee baie ae 


48 On INFIDELITY. 

For the reafons above, I venture © 
to fet down Envy among the caufes 
of Infidelity, tho’ (I think) by others 
-overlook’d. - And further, I believe 
it to be a very principal caufe of let- 
ter’d Infidelity in the world. Other, 
but not greater vices are, doubtlefs, 
the chief caufe of Infidelity in lower, 
and illiterate, life; where fenfe has.no 
rival in thought, but tyrannizes ‘alone. 


But whatever is the caufe of their 
Infidelity, be it Ignorance, Vanity, 
Envy, or any other vice, it will natu- 
rally have fome. effe& in our favour. 
It is much to be hoped, that it will 
put us on our guard, and make us 
better men. Our leading a bad life, 
is playing. into their hands. It is give 
ing them an argument in the debate, 
again{t ourfelves, Tho’ the argu- 
- ment is bad, yet is it an argument 


«fill. 


On INFIDELITY. 49 
ftill. And fince they have none dut 
bad arguments, and fuch they wil 
make ufe of, we fhould not incteafe 
the number. That is like furnithing 
them with ammunition to protract 
the war: and tho’ the war protrac&t- 
ed will not hurt us, yet will it hurt 
them; and, as we are Chriftians, 
that niet give us équal concern. 


"Secondly , Chriftianity may thank 
“Its Opponents for much new light, 
from time to time, thrown in on the 
fublime excellence of its nature, and 
the manifeftation of its truth : Op- 
ponents, in fome fort, more welcome 
than its Friends; as they do it fignal 
fervice without running | at in debt ; 
‘and have no demand on our grati- 
tude for the favours they confer. The 
ftronger its adverfaries, the greater 


its triumph : the more it is difputed, 
| the 


‘ ' 
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the more indifputably will it fhine. 
With what pious pleafure muft you - 
fee the brighteft talents ftriking at it, 
with the moft hearty good-will, yet 
droping harmlets, like - Priam’s 
— OO , 
— Telum imbelle fine ithu : 
Conjecie rauco » quod protenus are re- 

pullum; 
Et fummo Clypei necquicquam umbone 


pependit. =~ -Virg. 


Chriftianity, that. preat fupport of 
man’s welfare, and God's glory, 
like a well-built arch, the greater 
load of oppotition, and reproach, its 
enemy lays on it, a ftronger it 
ftands. - 


+ Lhirdly, Their antichriftian write- 

ings may detect them: for fince (as 
fhewn above) a: mee faith, or no 
oe faith 
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- faith at all, is the natural confe- 
quence of a bad life, it is poffible 
that the Gentlemen in the oppofi- 
tion, while they are giving us their 
opinions, may be giving us more: - 
May be difcovering their Morals ; 
while they mean only to teach us 
their Creed; and, thus, may carry, 
Tike Bellerophon, their own condem- 
nation, while they 1 imagine they are, . 
gracioufly, conveying intelligence, 
and new light, to mankind: So that 
- the old Proverb, Bellerophontis Lit- 
ter@, may be a proper Motto for the 
learned Labours of them all. 


But condemnation from others will 
be much more fupportable than their 
own; if that fhould fall on them. 
And where is he on whom it fhall 
not one day fall? Ifa man born blind, 
who had never fo much as heard of | 

F2- ~ fun, 
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fun, moon, and ftars, fhould fud-. 
dainly receive fight ; he would not 
be more aftonifhed at the firft ruth- 
ing in of thofe material glories, than 
would the man, by vice ftruck blind 
to Religion, be, at his firft convic- 
tion of heavenly truths, viz. divine 
_ Manifeftations, awful Revelations, 

fulfilled Prophecies, numberlefs Mi- 
racles; and one unbroken chain of 
marvellous Expedients, from before 
creation to this hour, for our Sal- 
vation; thofe fpiritual luminaries ; 
thofe (dare fay ?) fun, moon,’ and 
ftars, of the moral world; if God 
fhould give him light. Till then, 
walking in darknefs,, he muft mif- - 
take Danger for Safety, Shame for — 
Glory, and Mifchief for Pleafure. 
Like the blinded of Sodom, he reaches 
eagerly after, and preffes hard for, 
enjoyment ; but of real enjoyment, 


of 
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of true felicity, he cannot find the 
door ; 3 as I propale thewing in my 
next. 


If — part of it may feem too 
feyere, I muft obferve; that no man 
can ftrike fire with a feather. A fire 
elemental is diffufed thro’ all nature, 
tho’ lock’d up in dark matter, and — 
-unapparent in moft parts of our 
globe. Thus, I conceive, that there 
is Divine Grace f{pread through all 
hearts (where not entirely quenched), 
tho’ unactive, and dormant in them, 
No flight animadverfion .can awake 
it. It muft be a blow of fome force, 
that ftrikes it out of a heart of 
flint. And ‘fuch there muft be in 
thefe days of darknefs, when few 
{parks of Grace are apparent. Such 
there muff be when Infidelity pre- 

vails; for Infidelity, and Faith, are 
| F 3 the 
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the Day, and Night, of the moral 
world. One reveals, the other hides, — 
Heaven from our thoughts. Happy 


_ am IJ, if this Letter fhall occafion the 


{malleft dawn on but one fingle 


heart, in this our grand Eclipfe, 


With yeu, dear Sir; the dawn is long ~ 
{ince patt ; and that you may con- 


tinue in the light, till Heaven, at that 


knock of Faith which only will be 
heard, fhall admit you into perfec 


Day, where xndi i/puted Truth, and. 


unmiftaken Pleafure, with eridlefs 

Glory, crown the This ‘is the. 

“_— of : +0 
Your Affettionate 


Humble Servant. 
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PLEASURE 


Dear Sir, 

Weneaaed Now proceed to fay fome- 

thing of Pleafure; that fub- — 

§ ject which you fo warmly _ 

recommend; not aware, I believe, 

that it may be long before men, 

whofe faults fet the public eye at de- - 

fiance, will learn to blufh when 

alone in their clofets. And till then, 
a i what 
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what hope of much _ reformation . 
from the Pen? Befides, tho’ our 
tranfgreffions with regard to Pleafure . 
are great; yet they are not new. 


To the fcandal of the Antediluvians 
be-it-fpoken, there. were Britith .ini- 
quities before the flood. To fuch a 
depree have all riioral. fubje€ts been 
exhaufted, that ,it is difficult for a 


writer on them not to repeat, tho’ 
he is no Plagiary. But your defires’ 
are an apology for my deficiencies 


in compliance with them. 


Whether we are more hardened in 
Infidelity, or foftened .in -Pleafure, 


may be difputed: but none can de-. 


ny that the Love. of .Pleafure. is the 


root of every crime. Theft, .Mur- 
der, . Perjury, are a few of its fatal 
fruits; nor the worft.. But — fhal] 
not dip fo deep in its confequences ; 7 


yet 


a bail 
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yet deep enough to render the name | 
of a Man of Pleafure, which fome 


affect for their honour, not only ri- 
— but deteftable. 


- What an extravagant dominion 
does Pleafure exercife over us?" It is” 
not only the Peftilence that walketh’ _ 
in darknefs ; but an Arrow that de- 
{troyeth -at: anonvday: The Moon. 
hides her face at our midnight enor-— 
mities; and the Morning blufhes on. 
our unfinifh’d debauch... I am al-. 
moft tempted to fay that our impu- _ 


_ dent folly puts Nature out of coun- 


tenance. But there is no need by: 


words to exaggerate the fatal truth. 
Our Luxury is beyond example, and 
beyond bounds; -it ftops not at the 
poor: even they that live on alms 
are infeéted with it. . 
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It has often been obferved, that it 
is with States, as with Men. They  . 
have their birth, growth, health, di- 
ftemper, decay, and Death. Men 
fometimes drop fuddenly by an apo- 
plexy ; ; States, by conqueft , in full 
vigor, both. -As man owes his mor- 
tality to original fin; fome States _ 
owe their fall to fome defect, or in- 
felicity, in their. original conftitution. 


But contracted diftemper is the moft 


common ruin of States, and men. 
And what national diftemper more 
mortal than our own? Qn the foft 
_ beds of Luxury mott kingdoms have 
— 


If caufes thould not fail of their 
ufual effea& ; if our national diftem- 
per, far from being cutaneous.at pre- 
fent, fhould reach the vitals of our 
State ; how applicable to this opu- 

| lent, 
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lent, proud, profligate Metropolis, 
(which calls the fea her own, and 
whofe vices; more diffufive, are with- 
out a fhore) would be the Prophet's 
facred dirge over antientTyre; whofe 
{ea-born wealth, and hell-born ini- 
quity, let it not be faid, was but a 
prelude to our own? And yet if we 
proceed in our infernal career, that 
- moft infamous reproach may become 
| but too true.” | 


The fublime, and moft memora-° 
ble words run thus; and I cannot 
but think'that, at prefent, they muft 
re a formidable found in a Britifh 

. “ Is'this the joyous city? whole. 
“c ‘ae is of days remote? whole 
merchants were Princes, and her 
“¢ traffickers the Honourable of ‘the 
“© earth? whofe revenue was the har- 
velt of rivers? and her exchange 

“ the 
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“ the mart of nations?’ who fat as 
a Queen; ftretched out her hand 
“*- over the feas; and fhook the king- 
‘¢ doms? But fhe is fallen! the is 
‘© fallen! Heaven has ftained the 
“ pride of all glory. How forely 
“© muft you be pained at the re- 
port?” 


Has not Britain reafon to be more 
deeply ftruck with this part of Scrip- 
ture than the reft of mankind? The 
Prophecy as yet, indeed, thro’ mer- 
cy, is unfulfilled in us: but if Britain 
continues, like Tyre,---“« To fing as 
‘* a Harlot; to take the Harp; to 
“ make fiveet melody-; fing many 
“ fongs; turn to her hire; and 
‘ commit fornication with all, the 
_ © kingdoms of the world,”’~--her fall 

is to be feared, unlefs the fate of | 
moft former empires betray us into’ 
| miftake ; 
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miftake ; and that national poifon 
which has ever prov’d mortal, is 
mortal no more. If the fate of king- 
doms is lodged in a juft, and impar- 
- tial hand, what but the groffeft felf- 
flattery can banifh' our fears? And 
if our fears are.banifh’d, leave it not 
unobferved, that. our very want of 
fear is a proof of our danger: for 
Heaven infatuates,when itdetermines 


bas ~—s 


« But ee a saa face of 
_.. affluence, and gaiety, Are thefe 
 figns of ruin?’* Not figns only, 
but caufes. of it too. Not Babylon 
alone-has been {mitten at a banquet, 
_and perithed in its joys. Moft na- 
tions have been gayeft, when neareft 
to their end; and, like a taper in 
the focket, — blazed, as ele: ex- 
— Ve | 
ge, Ae | Were 


ee, a ee a ee ean 
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” Were our fathers to: rife from their : 
graves, they would conceive ‘that . 
their fortune had thrown them on 
fome day of public. feftivity; nor 
imagine that every day was drunk 
of the fame difeafe. By our gaiety, 
we feem to: celebrate the perpetual 
triumph of the Millennium ;: by our 
vices, to add to, it the manners: of 
the. antediluvian world; and, by 
our fecurity under them, to put full 
confidence in the divine promife that 
the world fhall .be drowned no 
more. If with the vices of the an= _ 
tediluvians,. we had their years tooy 
more might be faid in -our excufé+. 


_but-té weigh fuch:a moment againft 


Fternity, fhews that the-ballanee is 

in very weak hands. The world, © 
which: the divine vengeance {wept 
away for its enormities was: ‘incapable 


of fo great a a oe ey 


sme : But 
| 
i 
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Bat in fo general ‘a diffolution of 
manners, are there none that fland 
intitled to more particular blame? 
Are not our great Patrons of luxury 
a fort of anti-Curtii,, who leap into 
the gulph for the ruin of their coun- 
try? Their country’s ruin they threa- 
ten by the malignity of their exam- 
ple ; while by the profufion of their 
expence they nearly finifh their own. 
What a weaknels is felf-denial ? what 
idle felf-tormentors are Penitents? 
what wretched lunatics, or grols 
fuicides, are the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, if thefe men are in the right? | 
How cheap would their Pleafures. 
come, if they coft thern nothing more 
than their health, credit, and eftates? | 


” Pleafure is in fome fort more per- - 
nicious than direét vice. Vice has, . 
naturally, fome horror in it, fe 

G  ftartles, 
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flartles and alarms, the: confcience, 
under the ‘colour. of being hasmlel, 
‘has an opiate in-it ; it, ftupefies and 
befots. «In the ‘foft lap. of Pleafure 
confcience falls afleep, - Vice, lofing 
its horror, becomes fatnitiar, And. a 
Vice increafes, fome expedient | he~ 
‘comes neceflary to reconcile us: to 
ourfelves.. Thus, lookiag- out - for 


fome fhadow of excufe, we naturally — 


flide into groundlefs doubts, and-be- 
come Infidels ‘out. ot — med 
defence, a 5 . oe 


( 


% | 
aya} 


wh 


ey a ‘as 3 Pleafure ae tis. a | 


dels, by ftupefying the confcterices 


fo it makes.us very bad hufbands ‘of - 


temporal: enjoyments, by darkening 


our- underftandings 5 and. .thus ‘uns 


qualifies: Als. for. the very. 5068 to 


which. alone, we pretend. a ae 


~ wa 
' ng Ta NES > a < 
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20 It! ty thie loud’ on their: under 
Randiag whieh hinders ‘our’ Volitp- 
rearies: ‘frown? difcerning,’ that’ theit 
bind tape for Pleafire tutné bleftings 
_ dato their eeverfe, Birth, Bducatioti, 
and Abundance, a are great bleffings 5 
but, ‘abufed by Pleafure into motives 
aad infiramentsdfindulpence, Birthis 
smore ignoble: than Obfcurity | Know 
 degesig: more ‘pernicious than Iptio« 
vanes. and: Abundance tore: a piif. 
fortune than Want. » Mun: of Rank 
and of .fuch I {peak). if- “Wrong, can 
fcarce avoid fining beyond -them- 


— felves. How peftilential their exam- 


ple falls on the lower world, which, 
wander the: welcome fitce ‘of fich 
' adlufteious autherity,’ turn -diffolute, 
gumuch for-the fake of theit credit, 
and fortune, as of. theif lifts; ‘pride, | 
and :interet;. ‘bringing: nvedlel fees 
cour to loole defire’s and’ Tyburia has 
ped. Ga _ fome- 


= Pie ge 
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Goenctiines, reap'd, what. Affemblies 
have fown, Great men in. the wrong, 
are, powerful engines - of, mifchief, 
and, like~ burfting bombs, deftroy 
| themnelyes, and all arqund them. a 


ray Ee 


wer as to othes two cen bleft 
igs, and glories.of man, their Rea- 
fon, and les ; thefe, as they 
manage it, flame out into vengeance 
too great to be mentioned without — 
horror. Their Reafon fervés only to 
render them more guilty; and their 
Immortality to render, endlefs the 
™ wages of their guilt. 


| “Iti is ‘this cloud on our. underftand- 
| ing which makes us. {o little matters i in 
the very. {eience we profefs. . Happi- 
nels. is our.ftudy, but are, we not 
: Dunces in: it? We know, not,.OF feem, 
-Hlot to know,. that all read enjoyment 
- a Ge | lies 
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lies within the’ compafs of God’s 
~ Gommanids ; ; which’ abridge not, but 
defend them : that when we“dip too 
deep in Pleafure, we fir a fédiment; 
that renders it impure, and’ noxious + 
that (as much a paradox as it ‘may 
{eem) the beft means of arriving at 
the true pleafures of the body, is to 
pieferve, and cultivate, the powers: of 
the foul; and that a good: under: 
ftanding | is, inman, the fource, and 
fecurity, of mere animal ie nl 
“Let thefe or en take ‘notice 
that I am not againft Enjoyment; 
Iam as great a Laver-of it, as they 5 
for without a relifh of the good. 
| things of life, we cannot be thankful. 
Enjoy, but enjoy yeafonably,” and 
‘thankfully to the great Donor 5” that 
‘will fecure‘us from excels To enjay, 
is our Wifdom, _— aur w Duy s itis | 


2 
QFr 8: 
PORE 
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the great Leffon: of bitthan'tife s but: 
a Leffon which:fen fhave: karned3 
and-noné. lefs, than Fane, ‘ who: nd 
claim —_—— alee of tra 

in Ie 


i . ™~ y = a t 


“Tei is this Pleafure-bend je ‘8 
ae underftanding, which makes: us 
forget, ‘that Virtue is:the Health: of 
the Soul; .thatall provifion, and‘par 
trade from. without can: make. a: Gens 
fualift jut as happy, as the fame.can 
make an Invalid: that both haye 
pains adhering, neceffarily, ta theif 
prefent {tate : ‘that both have rather 
Remedies, than Joys: ‘that AGema 
blics, Balls, Mafquerades,. @fa. apa 
hut as,well-ftor’d Hofpitals, unnecels 
{ary to the found ;.and-but poor-pals 
Jiatives to the fick : ‘tho’ pretendei 
to..more. than. health, they. confels 
ou m diespes baie, what, is worley 


in- 


GoPLPRASURE: 93 
increafe the diftemper. they. confele: 
add:dmt of diftempers the ‘worft, a 

woreng Judgment as our rmioft liipate 


I grant, that in the endl ficld 
of Licentioufnels, fome- baftard j joys 
may rife, that look gay, ‘more efpe- 
cially at a diftance but they {oon 
wither. .No joys are always {weet, 
and: fourifh long, but fuch as- have 
felf-approbation fox ‘their root, and 
the diving favour for: their fhelter. 
We ase for roetlefs joys, joys beyond 
appetite; which is the {ole root of 
fenfual delight. We are for joys, not 
of :man’s native growth, -but: foreed 
up:by luxurious art; dung’ d'by great 
expence; and fhone on; not by thé 
divine favour, but:a ftrorig imdaginas 
tion; which pives thent ‘all théit “hittlé 
rate j ‘and. makes ther’ ‘apt, * Jike 
“fl Ga | other 


(‘other crude: fruits, to furfeit; and de- 
troy: We-are, inva word, for joys 
-of out own. creation; ‘the: feeds of 
which Heaven: never: fowed 3) oar 
-hearts. But we. may as’ ‘well invade 


. another: prerogative of! Heaven, ‘and, 


with the tyrant “of. Bis, : pretend to 
-make -thunder and - lightning; «as 
real joy. I fay real joy; - Joy we 
‘may make, but not Chearfulnes. 
Joy may fubGift, without thoughe; 
Chearfulnelfs rifes from-it . Joyts 
from the Pulfe ; Chearfulnefs.from 
the Heart. | That may give a.:mo- 
samentaryflath of Pleafure;:’ This alone 
makes. a happy man. . And .happy 
men. there, may be, who ::never 
Jaughed . in their. lives :..and ina 
Situation, where reafon calls for the 
reverfe, there is.not in nature fa hid 
sancholy — as: al genase 
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_>b Its this-satellectual: doud; whieh 
hangs; like-a fog, .overy ‘every gay 
Ywelort-of otsr moral-Invalids (tho’ m- 
uvible ta-coshmon ayes); which flings 
sis mot) only: nto: miftakes, but :eon- 
‘tradi@ionsi ‘How dick:ard: we of Ye- 
cterday:?: yet how fond: of ‘To-mor- 
-fOW;.tho’! devoted to the:fame' cheat 
sas the paft? Which flings us:into con- 
dradi@ions.not only.in Reafon ; ‘but 
-contradiCtions. to Senfe.-- We. can’t 
sbeliewe that fatigue, is fatigue ; let 
ate ‘caufe. be -what it: will. -Too — 
spyuch: Recreation tires. as much,''as 
toa. muth .Bufinefs;: yet’ Gne'-we 
wallow ; ‘are choaked:by the other. 
{Theman of bufinef' ‘has, at leaf; ‘his 
feventhday’sreft. Our‘fever for Folly 
nibveo intermits. © Our wéele ‘has ‘nd 
fabbath=in w. © So'-much’ hardet «ts 
the mafter whom-we ferve: than that 
of better men ; and yet, to our infa 
as ‘ maus 
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mous: honour’ be it: fpoken,- sveiave 
' better fervants than, Theys:.' How dd 
ARE TUD,. labour; expends expofe pose 
delves, hurt our families,. mebdt ome 
bounded, eternal, stenrptations: ito 
wifdem ;, offer. up the rich facrifnte 
of conkience, and: underftandings 
watch; watch. late-;..and.:all, » but 
pray, for his fetvice?' Quite jaded 
withprotracted amufements, we} yawn 
over them. The dull Drone of nome 
nal diverfion ftill humming on, wheat 
the fhort Tune of enjoyment. is over; 
lulls us quite afleep.. Like. the Beat 
— ia the Fable, we hug « our. darling to 
_ death.: Inftead of rejoicing: in. tri- 
bulation (of which few ‘amongft ua 
ever heard),. we forrow-in ‘delightis 
for, to {peak the truth {tho’ wewould — 
not have it divulg'd), wo tread: skis 


’ eternal. round of-vanities, leds, forthe — 


pleafure i it brings ‘than. for the he 


— 

6 vue ot it 
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ey 
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it ifafpendéy:! It is a Refuge, hota 
Prime: iLike: criminals: (as “we are) 
wedly:toit froth our miuch-injur‘d; 
unforgiving, ‘foes, : from: ‘ourfelves 
which.: chide,: ;and: fting us, when’ 
elones ‘when: together, we fupport 
each ‘others fpiritss which is like fai 
ows‘ clinging:to each other for fafety, 
ivisen the veflel is finking. -- We fly 
ourfelves, “-becanf we fir fly from 
our Maker..: Wretched ‘Flight 1 Helt 
g-nothing but. an intire ablence front 
Him 5: and” “every partial departure 
bay ite — of 3 to - : 
O. a . 

Bot thofe deen draughts of F Pleat 
hu which befot us, -muft anfwer for 
all abfurditics ; and, atnong the reft; 
forour intire ignorance of the nature 
ofthat world in which we live. Mirth 
ata funeral is fcarce more indecent, 
eae unnatural,” than a - perpetual 
a flight 
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flight of gaicty,, and: byntt of. exult-, 
ation, in a world like this;.a world, 
which may feem a Paradifeto: fools, 
byt.is.anHofpital with. the wifes a 
“world, in which’ bare. Efcape is -a 
prime rein Efren ev Trim, 


~~ ee Suet a. 4 


“The numberlels pains of re and 
meals -the dark, folemo ‘approaches 
to; or ‘difmal? veftibules of, the grave; 
as well as opening graves themfelnes, 
are fo-thick {catter'd over the fact 

of the whole earth, that an unpetriz 
Ged heart can’t look round, without 
feeling: an inevitable damp, and ‘g¢- 
nérak difconfolation ;.. _and venting.a 
fivh univerfal. for the: whole, family 
of Adam, forthe lot of all. mankind, 
Nothing. but; {trong faith in eternal 
hfe cquld. hinder tears. from. burfting. 
- pets its! Nor. are, Tears. too rouch; 
genoe ; for 


awe 
~~ 
= 
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for: ‘Sympathy: is ~ —— = : 
human life. | = a 
seus ae eos 1. Pa 

“ Were one tenth pit of ihe wich 
édiiefs jen, that is felt, it would 
firike us'with horrdr. Heaven means 
to make one half of the {pecies a 
moral lecture to the other. It fur- 
founds us with deplotable objects, 
hot more ‘for the fake of the wrétch- 
ed, than for our own; that our com- 
paffion awaken’d, ‘may awaken ous 
prudence ; and teach: us what we 
have todo, by fhewing us what we 
have to fear. Shall the Rich, and the 
Well-educated,. throw their abuhd> 
ance down. the fink of unprofitable, 
and untafted delights, while untaught 
multitudes miftake, and'fin; andsin> - 
digent multitudes fhiver, and ftarve? 
While we think we are {paring ext 
pences, we are running indebt.' How 

— 
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ddep ane-we .in: prvears.tig, the ‘dit 
Reafon,: as_juft a:demand on. our fu- 
perfluitics,: as we have, from Lay, ot 
our ftewards. fos our. eftates: But 
this cis. na P/ay-daht, card therefiare, 
| without —" aaneichangd n 
4 then my! repeated Senbiine, of 
intelle@ual. darkhels. too. sfevere?... I 
with it were. But, alas! how diftant 
from their thoughts aré the’ points 
. the moft mportant? How foreign 
to their .intereft, all that as. neateft to 
their hearts? When I {peak of their 
darknefs,:I.do not forget my-own. | 
— There.is not that-man onvearth that 
does. not:.well deferve' cerifure, and 
even: from them... But there is:difs 
_ ference in- deviation frony; the «right: 
| Mulattas'aremot Exhiopians. Lgrant 
in ne excufe;.that, tho’: all can: fee 
By | folly 
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-follycitt pleafores: :paft, -yet muft he 
be wifgr: than Solomon, who fees it 
in thofe to come. “Yet wifer than So 
irmon, in. this refpec,: muft we be; - 
or continue’ mere Ideots’s. and Ideow: 
with ‘regard to,the préfent life; fog - 
this. life's enjoyment lies, . chiefly, ‘inf 
our title to the joys of the next ; as 
garth “beconies freitful: -frona - ae 

ae aeons of the diftant _ 
als now bale _—s of ad 
, vartcing any. thing more to the com 
demnation of thefe fons of Epicurus; 
and in disfavour of ‘Pleafure, than 
this; viz. That by darkning our un: _ 
_ Gerftarrdings, it-robs us of this worlds 
and by: .Rupefying ‘our’ confcientes, 
of the next.: ‘So far are they: front 
their boalted happinefs, that even in 
the: judgment . of a Heathen {not 
to. “thention.the Scripture, ‘of amitich — 
— lefs 
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lefs authority. swith them), - they are 

dead” while yet alive, Js demu 

VIVERE, atgue- anima frui-videeur 5 
¥ alicui intentus negotio, aut artis 

bona, aut. ‘preclari ead —_ 

— venuaat ie cee FS 


At said a cheir ane dei 
Dus gerbis religuit, re fufulit. By 
his, and-cheir, Goddefs, Pleafure, they 
do juft the fame. They loudly boaft, 
and effeatually. deftroy, it ; the fit 
thro’ want of modetty ; "the: laft, 
thro’ want of underftanding. But. 
- they: muft keep themfelves in coun-", 
tenance, tho’ out of heart; and make 
themfelves fome Jrmall. amends from, 
vanity, for. what .is wanting .to rea~. 
— ne to aac ee a Oe 


‘Stag. ek. i. ‘their pee 
eps in this alone, He, out of .a 
a {warm 


ae 
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{warni, of dancing. atoms. was for: 
making a word: they, out of a: 
giddy whirl of innumerablo -amufe. 
ments, 'thofe minsite particles of Plea-. 
{ure,..are for forming happinefs «A.» 
fyftem equally philofophical ; and of 
equal faccefs. A God alone’ can 
make one; the God-like only can’ 
atchieve the other: And ‘where are: 
they - ‘to be found in. his ee 
fol 


“phe j one shing heey for bape: 
neds is in common to both worlds, ’ 
this, and the next. In vain we feek : . 
a different Feeeipt for it, one. in? 
Tine, . another i in Eternity, - Virtue 
wanting, every-thing cli becomes: 
neceffary to happinefs, and ineffece : 
tual.- To what amounts, then, the’ 
_bdaft of their. numberlefs felicities ? 
Ig brings, 3 in wee of their Happinefs, - 

cera —_ 
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a demonftzation. of their Mifery, A. 
good man fhall be /atisped from. bitte... 
Jelf alone. , A.bad man fhall bedif- 
fatisfied, . with all. the world .at, Bis: 
devotion. hope: 2) Be Peale 
a4 eee 
| But det is a ‘third ‘particular;. ia, 
| wha, if they had followed . sa 
mafter, it would have been. more for 
their advantage and. credit : An, ine 
dulgent iy has abundantly 7 
| provided us with irreproveable Plea-__ 
fures:; ‘why are thefe fwept away . 
with an ungrateful. hand, to make... 
togm for poifons of our own deadly .. 
- compolition, to be placed. in, fhe, 


’ 
— ee 


a $$ fos 


~ his Gardens. But that i is an amour . 

- too innocent for chem: a garden hag ., . 
ever had the praife, and affection, of 
the wife. ~ What is requifite to make, , 
a wile; and Peppy man, but Refles- » : 


tion, 


ee tA 
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| tigi, atid: Peace ? did’ both areé ae 
nsitutal prowth of a gardens Nor i is — 
a garden ‘only a ptorhoter of a ‘Good. 
man’s happinefs, but-a pl&ute of it; * 
and, in fore fort, fhews him to him-~ 
felf. Its culture, order, fruitfulneds, 
and feclufion’ from the wWoild, ‘com-. ~ 
pared td’ the weeds, wildhek;, and 
exp ofure of a common field, is no 
bad ethblem of a food man’ coi ~ 
pared | to the multitude. A garden 
weeds the’ mind; it weeds it of: 
worldly thoughts} and fows celeftial : 
feed in their ftead. For - what fee we’ 
there; but what awakens ‘in us our 
gratitude to Heaven? A garden to 
the virtuous is a paradife fill extant 5 | 
a paradife unloft. What a rich} pre< a 
fent from Heaven of fweet incenfe to” 
man? was wafted in that breeze ?*" 
What a . delightful entertainment of | 
fight glows ‘on yonder bed, as if “in * 
H 2 kindly 
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kindly Donen the: watry bow had. 
fhed all its moft celeftial colours on 
it? Here are no “objeds that fire. the 
paffions: none that do not infua- 
the . underftanding, . and better the 
heart, while. they delight the fenfe ;. 
but not the fenfe of thefe men. - To | 
them thé Tulip has no colours; the | 
‘Rofe no feent: their palate for Plea-, 
fure is fo deaden’d, and burnt out by 
‘the violent ftroke of higher taftes, as 
_-leaves.no fenfibility for the fofterim-. 
preffions of thefe ; much lefs for the 
relith of thofe philofophic, or moral, 
fentiments, which the verdant: walk,. 
clear ftream, embowering thade, pen- 
| dant fruit, or rifing flower, thofe 
Apeechlefs, not powerlefs, orators, ever 
: praifing their great Author, infpire:. 
-much lefs ftill for their religious iri~ 
fpirations. Who cannot ‘look on a 
Flower ill he frightens’ him(elf ‘out 
| OE 
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of Infidelity ?. Religion i is the natu- . 


yal growth of the works of God; and _ 


‘aug of- the inventions at men. 


=~ 
a - 


| Spiritually lina, deaf, al ftupid, 
‘they fee not the _great Omnipre/ent 
walking in the garden ; they hear 
‘Not; his call ; ‘they know not that 
they are ‘naked ; | they hide ‘not 
“among, the-trees ; ; hue ftand in open 
edefiance of his Jaws. Ragen is 
fas from them. a cn 


om i ~ . “ 
‘ : 


- 


. And ae can we slang Religion, 
: ¥ not in Age? And are Feciibas 
| among thebright Helens of our timnes? 
-Is. diverfion: grown a Leveller, like 
Death ? Can Affemblies. banith di- 

ftinGion; and fhew us all Dates, like | 

:Chureh-yards? the latter, for their 

years, is the more-proper fcene.. Give 
me leave; Sir, to addre& them ; and 
_ H3 © sdrek 
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« 


_— me ta attend, them.’ . aa 


caddrefs them.in haftez: They. may‘die 


,by. to-morrow, | Tonight Ahey - are 
fhining at the Aflembly. - \Phither, 
-for a moment, . — tran 


Y 


= 
prerk $05 -various,. Ladies! and cagent, 


pee 


> SSare the reafons which might:call. 


you to this. place, . that I am.at’a 
oa lofs which to thank. for the honour 
Sit receives. Come you to admire, 
.“ or to be admired? Your modefty 
declines the laft. Come you out of 
- kindnefs, then, to authvuzize-thofe 
© amufements, you chufe not to.ad- 


- orn? or come you, out of Com- 


“ paffion, -to make thefe: young ; cri- 
« minal: appear more jnnecent, than 
they could appear ‘uncompared 
: with faperiorindi{cretion? or come 
A you, out.of Piety, to return thanks 
ff at — _— enn for your 49 


OncPRPLEASURES 87. 
-#, narrowly: efcapinig: ‘the. grave’? or 
_.$& come: you, eat of pure Generofity, 
Sto héighten the shirth of the night ? 
“stYour point 18: carried: What bor- 
“ ¢ow’'d ornaments are thefe? Iswa- 
“ nity ftill invits fpring ? Is the folly 
sof hairlels heads. putting forth its 
| t¢-pay. bloffoiis in the-December of 
5 life P- Age. cannot drop its dignity, 
and dyet retain: its: privileges.- Tt 
A muft-be laughed at, if it will not 
@ be revered ; and objects of reve- 
.¥énee cannot: enter:at thefe: doors. 
6:We: severence Age, as: we reves 
 - rence noble Birth 3 on: fuppofition, 
-¢ both: caf our. fuppofiion anes 
. —) our — dies.. , 
ol lgne* ors eae: ce a he Pe 
batt: Ab lek entertainment, you. fay, 
edgy fraturali--+What "a portentous 
. jumble. of - feafons, “what a viola- 
“46tion ‘of Nature.-is* this 3! Winter 
ae H 4 “* dancing 


ee. ee a ee ee ee ee ee Ul hee ee wet eee eT, 
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6s dancing with-the Spring? Where 


‘are -the: fir partakers of your’ — 
** paftimes, ‘when paflimes ‘became: 


6 you! > Their very: monuments: ‘are 
“in ruins. “What real. connestion of ° 
“heart; or interefts, ;can you. have 
& with any now alive? And without 


“ fach conneion, how infipid your | 


‘commerce with them? Sute you 


$ tion of = — with the _— 


a Bt 


A Hing your Hours, though, pro- : 


-§ can’t approve Mexentius’s- connec-_ 


« « bably,. fo, few,’ fo very heavy on 


‘¢ your hands, that) you had rather 


_ bear contempt, than.them? Is it 
es drown’ d by the fprightly Viol, or. 


z 


i e 


. ‘That the Power to call you to your %y 
oe ‘Clofets, which calls your granid- “© 
“ children totheirGraves? Isitthus 


" — difcharge the — of age to 
ee 2 i the 
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<6 the.rifing generation ? » ‘Whatever | 
‘feeds of pesdence you: would fow 
‘¢ in. their. hearts, before. they gan: 
take ‘root, | thefe vanities. blow ar: 
“ away, : efpecially, if you, like the 
“ Ladies. of Tapland,.. heighten the — 
«e * Hurricane yourieives ar eae 
- a Have wou. never. aad my 

“ good. Ladies! of the Redemption , 
* of. Time? You: carry yours to mars 
« ket, and fell it for nothing ; 3 nay, 
“ you dearly buy it off your hands, 
“Can. nothing but fuch trifles, fuch | 
“‘ murder of time,: make y you think . 
6c that you are. alive 2. Can nothing. 
cc but the ftroke of Death coavince. 
“ you, you, hall die? To their. Beau . 
w ty. alone,. toe much amufement Js. 
« forgiven, even.in, the young. What, ,. 
« then, have ial to pad p---What.is 
ae “ fairey 


a ‘. o3 4 ; a fe 


®, +. Some AGiemblies fo called. 


90 Ox PLEASURE, 
’« fairer than Beauty,: lif - ‘you: will 


- call it to your aid. Virtue ‘can ré- 
“ concile our refpeé to wrinkles. It 


: can render. age vamiable, when 
6 bloom {miles in vainy*: But: Vice, 


.# 


“and Deformity,. when’ twifted: to- 
*¢ gether, is fuchia Gorgon, as turns 
ad the sani serene into ioe! 


“es « Pardon, Ladies! io I ofefatne 


.“to call that Vice, which you will 


** foften by fome milder naine.' What 


.*©is innocence in Youth, may be 


‘ vice in Years. Befides, mark: the 
“ Reortn) of what you ‘call harm- 


Jef Expedients. to'f{mooth the rug- 
© ged path of life. You fpread that 
. path -with fnares,to the ruin: Of 


= thofe you love. You make -a- 


“rental authority, that natural fafe- 


guard of youth, their temptation 
“4 t0., we he sand filial obediente, fo 


— dovely, 
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lovely,” fo pious; ‘the frange caufe 
46 of thei erimeé. Thro’ fuch mazes 
-£6 ef more than folly,: when Paretits 
lead the way ; Children, out. of 
$5 pure duty, may‘tread. their wrong 
AS fheps, Or, if they have mare dif- 
_S.cesnment,-or more grace; what 
“© follows ?++--What ‘ you: yourfelvés 
‘¢ will be fhocked to hear; and-I to 
: aoe ‘A daughter blufhing for Her 
“who, bore her. -: Which;.. to: my 
ff &« knowlege, and. sftoaithment, ’ has 
S been the too memorable, and too 
#. gases — ee é 
‘Here I Cer fain hae off, arid 

| cai a mantle ever: the :nakednefs - 
of, our own fex: but that would be 
$00: great partiality. It: is.toa fure 
Adam. alfo fell. . As. have fpeken 
fo his Daughters; I muft: {peak, Sir, 
by. your, Petisitljon, sp now to-his aged 
ee ce Sons, 
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Bons. . 1 can {peak ith: more fice 
dom to Thefes I was forced | to 
fpare his hi out of- decency: 


ee Ye Girt on. a For Btemity' 
a why this wafte of time ?- Why ‘is 
its date quite, erafed.? ‘Your {pruce 
te “ appeardnce- is a perfed forgery. 
“ And deferves :it- not the wonted 
ce penalty for it? . You, for. whom: ‘it 
_ js almoft ‘as unnatural, as’ for a 
“mole, to be feen above. ground, 
© what mean you-by trefpaffing on 
“ this’ nether world? Or if “here, 
“ye deferters from death! to whole 
K* corps: you ‘belong, whiy. lift into 
*¢ {6 very foreign a fervice > Death, 
“¢ the more:hé ‘is forgot, ‘the moré 
formidable he grows. ‘But how 
4€could you’ forget him, ‘who ‘have 
{sen him’ fnatching from your 
«& * hofoms fuch numbers. of ” your 

ve © friends ? 
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«6 friends Ns Has he fo often:knock’d 
“at the next door, .and:fo frequent- 
o ly. fhook his launce. i in vain ? Will 
“you drop ‘into. the graye on your 
“© road to. the ball? You, who,.one 
© Full, age of man -expired,. com- 
“© mence a.new, with all the war- 
“ tonnefs of youth, by an antichri- 
“é ftian. regeneration ;. a /econd: birth 
“into all the foibles of a. fenfual 
“ lifet Confider, what tender re- 
“ verence, what refpect mixt with 
| s cnt eure is paid to years own- 
“ing their infirmities, and fup- 

“ porting them, as they ought. But 
“ infirmities. of body diffembled, 
that thofe of the mind may - ke 
cc the more indulged; a vicious 
ind ftinging on:a jaded body 
“ into’ fhame’; this calls not only 
“ for the. orn, but deftation,- of 
‘6 ‘ mankind, 


cc a. 
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¢ Gonfidet, -Sirs:! - ig” there’ tot” 
« fome miftake? Do not'your minds,” 
< thro” diforder ‘of the miathine, go" 
“too flow, and” taifreprefent the “ 
“ time of day? ‘elfe, “how ‘could: ° 
“ men, who have-not {pace fufficient | 
“ Jefe between them,: and. their” 
“ svavesy for life’s wonted delufions 
“to difplay their gay: phantoms +” 
‘¢ who can hardly hope to tepeat:to= 
‘© morrow the farce of to-day; ftill 
“ perfift to be boys?’ Young:men, : 
“ indeed, may fee vifions .of: what 
“* never (hall come to pafs;.and- be _ 
“ yavifhed with them : -but old men_ — 


~ © in their fenfes, cannot fo. much as ” 


“dream dreams of delight ; fuch “~ 
“ delight, I mean, as yours. What 
“ delisht can thefe gay. fcenes' afi 
‘“ ca. you? I fhould think you © 
“ fhould be more mortified,: than. 
cc amufed, where you fearce can 

¢ fee 
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_ “fee a-facg that does not make you 
look twenty: years’ older: than be- > 
fore. ‘Hope you any.,regard,..or~ 
: affection among,.them,? No; de-- 
“ {ygir-even, of tolération, but when» 
“¢ thele Moderas, for, amufement, dip © 
‘into you, as into chronological - 
“ Tables, to know what happened : 
“¢ before the flood: find friends in - 
“ coevals, or defpair. \ | 
- « Indeed, my good Friends, in 
one fenfe, -moft certainly, you.are _ 
“* flrangers upon earth, why will 
“ you nat be fo in the def? That 
“vou might be fo in the belt, is, 
- probably, the fole reafon you are - 
<¢ Mill alive. Men in years, and: the : 
“ Glergy, are. the two natural fup- - 
“ ports of Virtue and Religion; that - 
“is. ‘the: two columns on which © 
— welfare is built. And the ~ 
x © firft 
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“@ firft is the ftronger, as there: is 
© tefs prejudice again{t it. They 
both have higher obligations to 
“¢ wifdom than other men: And ‘if 


“6 the world’ fees thofe higher: -oblis 


“‘ gations fail of their due effed, 
“ their confciences will fit eafier un- 
d der the negleét of their own. The 
“¢ Clergy. are volunteers; the Aged 
“ are prefled by. Nature i into the fer- 
“ vice of wifdom: And if they both, 
*§ defert, Vice’ may triumph without 


“a hattle ; and Virtue as bared 


$a mourner, 


ee eM 


“2 


* Ye fine men of wake ‘ad parts t : 
cs a common foldier (ydur, contempt, 


“ no’ doubt) fhall - reproach youg 
© One of them, tequefting difmif= 


% fion from Charles Vth,” gave this 
“ reafon. for: it, Inter. vite negotia 


ss — digm. aportet aliquod 


6 fe9n- 
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© semboris intercedere. Much more, 
« wwer cite valuptases, and our laft 
hour. ‘Will you go to your graves - 
“ with your eyes fhut, as Plutarch 
tells you the Spartans went to 
their beds in the dark? If fo, as 
© seafonable men in years enter theit 

raves, as a harbour; you will 

* ftrike om yours, as.on a tock. 
“ Yon do act only expofe your- 
® felvies, but your whol¢ . {pecies. 
& When they that baye moft reafon 
© to be wife, are the fartheft from 
* it; it finks the dignity of our 
‘© common nature, . brings, beyond 
s+ all other enormities, a reproach 
on mankind ; and gives each. in- 
“ dividual, as a fufferer, as.a (harer 
"in the fcandal, a jut. right not — 
= al of cenfure, bu revenge. ' 


es . F : 
sae “. - = . oe 
+ ers &® or mos le * : “gy ~ 1 _o 
| ) i : 
7 a « 
— : | sis 
“~*~ _ . ' 
oad 
o = . 
cor 


|, a ee fe ee ae ee ee ee Se ee NS Cee 
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_. & This will excufe my.. Andigha 
cc tion. at. two. sotoriaus..oftendters’; 
“ and therefore: I fhall dare:nameé 
“ them, :Wha are they, but Seddury;; 
‘© and Torrifmond? Their. Pidvares 
& have. been partly drawn: by. the 
“ famous Seymour ::1 {hall ketch 
“ the reft. - Thefe. are .two perfect 
“ heroes in this tran{greffion. ;: old 
“ offenders in an offence, :which, 
“till old, they could not begin: 
$¢ who join. the gallantries of Baris 
“ to. the years of Veflor : whocread 
‘© a Play-bill, and a Bill of morta- 
*¢ lity, with the fame fenfation, and 
© afpect : who can:amu/e themfelves 
‘©: with. a. Cathedral Service ; and. go 
“© for an hour’s eae to the Fu- 
“6 neral of, afriend!:- lat, * 
b, 


| ns How. many friends aoe ‘they 


jt Joa? that i is, how often has their 


“ con~ 
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“ eoinfidence “ih” the world’ been’ 
© thaken ‘at the reot?: and give they’ 
“till full proof of theit’ obftinate 
‘adherence to,’ ‘and cotdial incor 
‘poration with, it ? Has it not daily 
“crumbled away in their fingérs ? 
“and. will they hug’ ie -ftill ? How 
can their ‘hearts fill fwelt with 
*€-‘thofe flatten’d bubbles of idle joy, - 
* fo.6ften prick’d: by death? 
* “Ye two antédiluvian Youths t 
what greater folly dn earth than’ 
that of confounding Seafons, and 
not giving their refpective appro- 
*S ptiations to the different periods 
%. of life? Nothing can be in credit, 
“. that is out of chara@ter: and cre- 
“* dit you affeé, no one more. If 
“* you would find it, let thefe gentle 
“: hints; like the light touch of a 
magic wand, make you: fhrink’ ’ 
ee I2- “ from 
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ds 
fT 
es 


‘from your vernal bloam ; and wie 
ther at leaft to the decencies of 


_faurfcore; for I would ‘vo yn 


ee 


fome allowance fll, 


“6 ‘Kane you not ‘ihiat edgy whe 


in their wrinkled dechne ontdive | 
jn folly the ‘temerities of youth, 
_and die immaturdy at twice the 
_age of man,,are void of thame 
_ from cenfure human, and divine ; ; 
quite callous to Ged, and Men? 
Know you aot that fich faults 
after feventy are as fevercly judged 
‘by this world, ‘as the next? To 
_ be born, like a wild afs’s, colt, is 
natural 5 but net to live fo, ‘and 
retain ie Colt’s | ‘tooth, * when 


all the man’s are fallen out. “Time 


oe WAS) when | to Centaurize. was lefs 
é ridiculous. | But unlefs your eque 


‘ftrian part is now difmifled, laungh= 
“* ter 


Op PLEASU. R E rot 
© ter is “dnefiftible 3" : a yout ftp 
€ , Horace affures yous oe 

” Slaw frrsfeiniom ‘shabure Sin 
/ equum, 7. 
ot »Pecces, ad extremurts ridendus._ 


a Tnikead af farfeiting every public 
% place with your ungodly Omni - 
& "prefence, you fhould be referved 
<4 as..the great Mogul. A’ Tiedle. 
ie felf annihilation’ would be “the 
A wallet way. even for ‘your Own 
vanity ; for the more’ we forget 
‘our age, the more we remind 
« others of { it; and the younger we 
te ‘would appear, {fo much ‘Older 
“ fhall we look, in all =, ‘but 
bes (gun own, 


+ Stata 
a 
> ay 
ne > 


ri et es, Gentlemen! 6 J yee 
‘your dignity, eure Tike Bafterh 
I 3 | a Kings, 


a ae 
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& Kings... And kings, indeed; youl 

‘© may be, and glorious anes: too, if 

f A will be wife: For ,, Wifdom 

(5) is the: Grou sof old ages. and 

“ yy the Fear of. the Lond is its 
99: Ghary.: - Spat Tae ese 


_ Since the: witihoraf of, Pleafure 1s 
fa. ftrong’ as to. turn young: meninto 
old; ‘by their infirmities ; and ‘old 
into young, by their affeGation, and 
conceit; let wus look. .a lithe’ more 
narrowly: inta the perverfe compofi- — 
tion of that marvellous Beings: which 
we ftyle a Man. of: Pleafure 3 and 
paake aie iad af — _ an 
= of a a 


? 
a 


F , pe = eet 4 
“The man “of Pleafure (tho? i. foit 
he never afk’d himfelf the queftion) 
of what nature, -{pécies,: or rank in 
ie ‘creation conceives ‘he him@lf to 


| eo! be? 
‘ Pe a 
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be:? Does:this. yet-unconftrued, un- 
decyphered. creature confider himéelf 
as an immertal Betng ? .or only. 4s a 
rational ?. or.asa mere. animal ? If 
as anImmortal; let him regard things _ 
eternal: if as a Rational, let.reafon 
reign: if as a mere Animal, let him 
indulge appetite : but not go beyond 
it 5,.when appetite is fatished, an ani~. 
mal’s.meal is. over: if as a compofi~ 
tion ofall three ; let-it not be-a con- 
- fufion ef i 5 let it be a compofi~ 

tiow:;. and order alone can preferve 
~_ mame. 7 

ct ey is: for neither of thefe, He 
is Piste AA | without a fenfe of 
Immortality. He is a Rational, de- 
throning. Reafon ;. and an: Animal, 
tranigrefling Appetite. : an unhappy: : 
combination, a. wretched. chaos of 
without, ‘the. benefit of. either +: 


I 4 nay, 
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nay, <felferer roc eathy betaut 
dai abasley af all, 3 Fhey-drénot cHqgn 
| Heaven defigned them; thive'pattiags 
~ inalliance for” his “happmets ? bar, 
three confpirators, of his own muke-. 
ing,’ againft his ‘peace, eG nn T 
i Be oe: 
- ‘For mark this immoral ‘maze of. 
haniah- ruin; Appetite, Reafory, ‘and: 
Immortality; violaté, and ate: vicw. 
laced by, each other. Subtk Reafor’ 
finds arts, and arpiments to téinpt 
Appetite beyond her bounds: Os 
hounded Appetite with ftupefying’ 
fenfualities bribes Reafon to drop her- 
dominion. Her demihion dropp’d: 
renders blind Immortality regardlefs 
of. things : eternal ; and they ‘being 
difregarded, all Immertolity'sbaunds: 
things temporal ;. and devolved on! 
them with violence ithpel depafedi 
ee a Reafon, 


Ge BREASURE, i0s.. 
Reafony; aad, sigtots Appetite, . to. 
| a of ‘extravagance, - 
 Vebieb bad sothersife. Jair: squite- bes: 
yore bode pre and defire. «- 

25 i de ee 

Thus fands, the pepkacd,: aad 
hitherto; not tusravel’d cafe, The 
Nfats; tx his-eonftitution; debauches 
- thesBrute 3:/ the : Brute : débauchedt, : 
detlitones the Man s: the-dethroned 
Maty: add debauched Brute, join in. 
rebellion againft the: Iomortal: the 
fabdued: Imsnortal : sefigns: to: them. 
ig: infinite . ‘powers sand. defires ;. 
whith. they: exert to. the: Geftrattion. 
ubfolatc sai — fe Ge 
- the ‘Matis. if Ot oh. ‘allinc 
| with: an: Lm mortal, never: would have 
had ai. vuribounded power ‘and -'de- 
fire. Tf not -in alliance witha: ‘Brute, 
hé-hevet: would have debafed them’ 
“ots: B | ta» 
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to mean,: and: fordid ends ;:mevdy, 
would rave: ‘confined: them to:things. 
below : but being joined:tabath, and; 
thro’ perverfenefs, and ftupidity, ren= 
dering celeftial Immortality inglo- 
rious, and! terreftrial Brutality more 
drutal,. he» creates a far more ‘mifer: 
able Being than:either of: them apart 
could: :pdffibly have been.: :- We may 
therefore corigratulate the were Biute 
on-his high prérogativé of being int 
capable of becoming fuch-a monfler 
of rationality as this. And the: Moa 
of Pleafure, if modeft, will, forthe 
future, give :the wall: to-his horfe: 
He, like Codrus, difguifes his. dignity 
to rufh into danger; and happy 
for .him, if he a sone nothing 
sahil than festa. po yte ee 
Rela: ak Pann te = 
‘Man, And. the Lamoriul, »thefe. only 
3 ~eccafion 


_ 


> 7 . 
t 


—~ 2 
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accation the calamity ; andthe poor 
Animal, en ianocent pie mult ead 

al with chem. a aie ew. 
“If your. aifter s favanirites will. con- 
template theméelves in any plafs but 
their own, let them look. in this true 
mirrors: anit thd’-the::features sare 
forewliat inonftrotis; Jet -thern! not 
difoin them ;: ince they may change 
them whien they: pleafe:; and. they 
are pidured fo minutely, that they 
may be the-more. inclined: fo:to:do. 
For what. a bidequs ruin of huma-— 
nity i is this?. The. world after the de- 
Juge, a ‘lefs-melancholy fight::.. Such 
fhocking footfteps fin leaves behind 
it, in naturé.animate, and inanimate; 
Reafon, and Virtue, ara the fole beau- 
ty, and fole falvation. ofall. .. Thro’ 
all her realms.Creatibn groans with- 
put it.- ics on js:dll:reafon:im his. 
9 ~ nature; 
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nature, .condud,/: and. conunarels, 
The great, invamable, etertal, Alter, 
native, throughout: his: sertation;! By. 
or Reafon,-or Ruin.: -To ‘how: maity, 


ears:if ar a thia 
difmal news? mys a 
pee Ger Sale 


I was in to. ‘fay, thas we ryathasi 
the fole bafis of happineft ; but it is 
not, : There ard :thrée-kinds of bap. 
pinefs or earth, gradualle left, oad 
exertion of reafon, where reafors is 
given: This is the happinelt ick a 
Man. There. io ‘an-inferior happs — 
 nefs from the gratification of fenfe, 

avhere reafon s-denied ©: Thin bthe | 

Teppinels of a Brute «And there % 
a calamitous happinefs- where ¢eatih 
16 fupprefled, or abufed: Asd this i¢ - 
the: happines- of a Wretch: “Nau fee 
“then nr what! lline ‘of happinds war 
‘fine ‘aten muft es content ta rank. 
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pat ranid your! Bifter ‘wvilt = | my 
ae 2 dowill sheackore: ‘ve: the 

Mini of Phdjurs: charaGer in a. 
nyannet jefe petplexed;:and: which 
fhe may probably cenfere. ax +06 
plain 5 ‘and may with a clue were 
wanting: te ing the meaning, me 
eV iG, Wee Gos ote 

~7 We ‘is dne, ‘whe elem of being 
‘ta happy than.any man, can be, is 
vis aapey aban malt men. are. 
. ‘Due, ae fecks happine ex every 
ne, but. where it ds. ta be found. 
a eee 
me One, who. pea she is 
not oly without his WEBRSS, but. pays 
ME Ceany for: ee greatness . 
eee ate, 3 : 
Hien: an aul béing, that has 
Ito RES, of a maa, about ised 
Jove teaceans at Teg? 6 serge he 
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_ upright : {titure,. andthe power: of 
playing | ithe tool, ee a caeere:? 
has not. a ae 
| “He is an Immortal: being, that tri- 
ied imthis fingle, deplorable, and | 
yet faife hope, that’ he {hall be’ as’ 
_ happy as a‘ monkey when’ they ‘aré 
both dead ; tho’ he — of being 
fy wile yar ea | 


t. 


- He-is an fain “begs that 
would lofe none of its of darling 
delights, if he were a Brute in the’ 
mire ; but would lofe them all ‘in~ 
rely, if if ely were an Angel it in Heaven. ' : 
Tt is certain, err that he de” 
ie not to’ be there: And if he’ not’ 
fo much as defres it now, how’ can’ 
He ‘ever’ hope it, when ‘his day ‘of dif- 
“ed is: ‘vey? ‘And if no hope —" | 
what 
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what ‘is:our?Man. of. .Pleafure?. a 
matrof ernie and a to= . 
morrow... °°: * & j a4 


And who would . buy to-day fo 
dear; if- it wert fo tobe bought? as 
éertainly it is-not...Doubtlefs the zrve! 
‘Man of Pleaftire is.he, who preferves 
order in his compounded . nature’; 
and gives the Animal, Rational, ‘nd 
Immortal, their refpective dues. Who, 
as Immortal, places in the fupreme 
: Being his. — delight ; : and, as, 
rities,. and, as Animal, too gteat. in- 
dulgencies; admits of all fecular en- 
joyments - that are frilly confiftent 
with his ‘fupreme. The true, and 
falfe, Man of Pleafure are brothers ; 
born. of the fame parent, wiz.:an in- 


extingu uithable love of . delight : but. | 


fo fuperion, i is one, to the. other, that 
like 


re 
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like the fabled’ brothers Coffer arid 
Pollux, one may be Bid to be ia 
Eicaren, the other on earth, 


To be more explicit, J frould ‘ga-" 
_ ther three particular branches from’ 
this general root. of happiness,’ and’ 
prefent them to your Sifter, — 


cimen of the ref, 


There is no man of Pathe with: 


out his Eve; no Eve without her 
Serpent ; ho Serpent without its 


Sting. He that knows not the pure 
delight, and ever-growing tender= 


nefs “of a- chafte Love, knows not 


the moft that the fairelt can teat 


Row. 7 


He dink bitoni not the «fox cota | 
‘diality, and conftant warmth ‘ of a 


| difinterefted ‘friendthip, knows not 
the 


% vas = 
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the moft that. man.cah -enjoy. from 


He that:keeps not open a con- 
Rant. interoourfe with Heaven -by 
frequent fervors of rational devotion; 
knows not a ay fill fublimer. than 
ae : 


What are om joys of aa com+ 
par'd to thefe? What think their 
deluded admirers of a magnanimous 
triumph over ftrong temptation ; of 
a {weet repofe in divine favour and. 
protection ; of an indefeafible right 
to life eternal? Is there not a cer- 
tain grandeur, . and folidity of hape | 
| pinels i in this? Is not this better than 7 
ranging from the gaming-houfe to 
brothels ; ; and with other little flut- 
tering, gilded, noxious, liquorith, | in- 
feats, to be fixing on every. nuifanee 
—. ‘“K for 


. aa 
See | 
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for delight? ‘Sons: of Bacheehud: she 
God of. Flies. -I lke net-a certain; 
modeft faintheartednefs in the friends, 
and advocates of what. is. right. A 
Chriftian fhould let. all fee what.an 
, animation there is in.. Chriftianity 
_ above.all that the world. may..admire 
-befides. .Chriftianity fhould be. the 
Boaft, -as well as hscauiiies of our 
ait, = Eo, RO 
| il a -we inquire after the 
_ caufe which has brought us. into 
_ that Fool’s -Paradife,. on which 1 
have dwelt fo long, we fhall fee 
with what “good reafon Pleafure; and 
Infidelity, are ve — am. my 
: Pin a | 


- The ie aferibes the eon- 
queft of the. World, that is, of. its 
Pleafures, to Faith ; and i is very co- 
—. oS pious 


og * 
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spidu’ 1 mM: enumérating reriowned “in- 
ftances of it, Were Faith as preva~ 
Jent ‘in: Us, “agel too ' fhould: prove 
Mlexanders ix the moral: world: “All 
‘agree, | that feVeral goods ‘being’ pro- 
poted' for dur ultimate enjoyment,’ it 
is impoffible in our ‘zatvre inot to 
chufeithe bef. “All agree, that God’s 
promifes are better than any thing 
we can carve for ourfelves. And all 
agree, that they are inconfiftent with 
fin.> So that he who-will ‘take out 
His portion in this life, muft lofe-it 
in’ ‘the'next. What then, aoainft our 
nature, and againft our reason, hin- 
ders us from profecuting our chiefe oft 
Good:2---Want of Faith. All is re- 
folveable into that alone. — 7 


“! For inftance. Our Témptations. 
‘are of two kinds. From things that 
grieve, or things” that pleafe ; - the 

K 2 ‘former 
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former frighs, the ‘latter aMure us, 
- from: our Virtue. «From ‘poverty, 
.pain, difprace, or perfecutioh, we fly 
‘to: Falthood, or Fraud, for’ efcape. 
‘But thofe. alls are not the immediate 
-gaufe of: it;; but want:.af; Faith tn 
God's promifes, . that:£* Hevcveill: fut- 
3“ epurus.in thofe exigenciés:;:::and 
. deliver ‘us in his:gpod time ;/arid | 
€ make all: things work. tbgethes Lor 
m. ‘our good.” . On. the other ‘hand, 
when Pleafure intices, and carries ‘its 
| point; we-do. not think thofe:Plea- 
fures, be they what they will, pre- 
_ ferable'to Heaven. \- But: Heaven is 
ata diflance, and the foul sis eager 
. for prefent good. But. why is Heaven 
aba diflance? -for want of > Raith ; 
for Baith is “ the /ubfance-of things 
< hoped for; and. the: evadene of 
thitigss not feen.”” . It ‘antedates 
te txiltence - that which is future 5 .- 
oa wT SS ig re i aoe : beable | 


i 
@ oat 
(ieee oS 


fea i ae eae ce a See 
ie a On PLEA: SURE. aw 
“ pur donverfation in Heaven, 
A tho’ fit in the Body:; uffociates 
Sus: with: Angels, tho’ im-our Beli- 
“« tade-; and gives us greater joy ih 
:* contemplation, than the world can 
-4:give in: Hand.” ‘This istrue, or the 
igonduét of thofé heroes in Scripture 
ihtad. been impracticable! and they, 
thike ourfelves, were mere men. hus 
Ubsbdlelity leads to Pleafare ; ~and 

“Pleafure confirms Infidelity ; sand both 
iat sina Sonieaaae Ruin. ae 

Dey 

-Thefe. Geittlemen fim ¢ to think 

that the world was made in jeft ; 
. that ‘there is nothing of moment, or 

: feriows in it. There is nothing elfe. 
>Thbre ia not a Fly, but has had infi- 
nite wifdom concern’d, ‘not only-in 
its firuttine, but in its: deftination. 
. And -was Man-made only to flutter, | 
fing, and expire? A mere expletive in 
- = K 3 the 
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the mighty work, the marvellous ope- 
rations of the Almighty? Is joy their’ 
point ? He that to the béft.-of - his 
power has fecured the : final fake has 
a fons perennis of joy within him. 
He is fatisfed from him/felf. They,’ 
"his reverfe, borrow all from without. 
Joy. ‘wholly from without, is- falfe, 
; precarious, and fhort.’ From withe 
out it may be gathered ; but, like gan 
thered flowers, tha’ fair, and - {weet 
for a feafon, -it- ‘mutt - foon wither, 
and become offenfive. Joy from 
within, is like {melling the rofe'on 
the tree; it is more {weet and fair; 
itis lafting ; ; and, I | mutt ads, In- 
mortal, ote oe 


744 oie T i ioe of. 
fered thefe Gentlemen three. expe- 
dients for happinefs; to perfuade : their’ 
— of bee ‘I hall now give 

three» 


- 
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three fhort’ Maxims, which will fit 
light on their ‘memories, and (1 hope) . 
in inne, eafy on. their. hearts. 


+ “da i 


He. that will not jar: fhall, fel 
the rath of, Heaven. toe so fase 


He that lives.; in ‘the kingdom “of 
Senfe, fhall. die into the —_— of 


Sepron 


He fhall-- never ‘truly enjoy his 
prefent hour, who never thinks on 


een 


Let your ‘Sifter, dear Sir, tell her 
grey pretty fellows, who are Apoftles 
to thefe Gensiles, that, if they can 
advance three _Maxims of greater 
truth ; or three Expedients. of greater 
efficacy: to happinefs, than thofe 
above-mentioned; I am their Con- 

KA . vert; 
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vert ; I exchange my Bible for Bo~ 


. 


lingby 


- fer, 


roke; and prepare for the. 
N, B. 1 ain but Fourfcore 


a a 


a 
+ 


With beft withes to you, and shofe 
you loye, that iby all .Mankind ae 


am, 


Dear Sir; 
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Dear: Sir, Oo oe 
40 St SHE Contents of your Letter 
3 aiacy damp my joy in hearing 
SER fom you, Even a good 
man’s approaching death ftrikes us 
with fome concern, . I am forry that 
the fting, which Pleafure left in your. 
unhappy Friend, occafions fo fwift a 


decline, | 


KR. + 
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decline. How naturally we lay hold: 
on Heaven, when the world. finks, 
under us, and will fupport our hopes © 
no more! ‘The Piece of .Dévotion © 
which you defire, you  fhall receive 
in my next. 4 cannot. reflec on 
your Friend’s diftrefs,-and a noble 
youth whom I myfelf attended in 
his Extremes, “without dwelling ftill 
longer on P/pa/ure, which ; has. coft 
he World 7 dear. 


If Difeate, and Infirmity, make 
us daily vifits in the perfons, of our 
Neighbours, and Friends ; and Death, 
by . the. fame affecting” ’ meffengers, 
gives us frequent notice chat hewill b be: 
with © us foon: me 


“a 


ee ae mee 2 


ie when. Beith arrives, ‘all fan= 
| kings bopever divided before, 1 una- 


‘nimou y 


ayer 


q a i - 


“ 


x 
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nimoufly clofe in one O pinion, and 
ORC. saa ey co, ] 4 


oar libertine; Eajoymeits haften i 
cane and heighten ‘the dread, 
and. embitter’ the a pile * 
tae eal ee aes 

“If Death is the finole event. loa 
and Virtue the fingle purfuit ‘inde- 
feafible ; and the tie Favour the 
fingle point of abfolute Importance : 


_ If that favour comes fo cheap, that 
the very léavings (in‘time, care, and 
expence) of our rea/ enjoyments, 
would go a great is in 1 the — 
chafe of 4 it: 


Tf re Mange S blood miaked that 


rca ny ; and: it’ is impoffible 
that 


124, “On PLEASURE,, re 
that Martyrdom, and V7 oheptucifeei 
fhould ses the _ ~_ 
: . id 
“If the Pat ate to ie thav'd is <endlet 
‘and this Life but asa moment to’ ‘ty 
age 5 and an age not a/mdrtient'to 
Eternity ; and Eternity as =o 
as the prefent hours. . le As 


~ he, that is évér-fond of the pre- 
fent, or high in expedtatian fram.any 
future, hour, either. knows not this 


world ; or Believe not in the next: a 


at all this j is. true | 7 “thet 3 is, “Gh it is 
pe at sespr how happy, like ; your 
the right path and a 9 Tong. fo 
| “flumber in indulgence, like the noble 
Youth (of whom I thall foon, fpeak), 
as t to fuffer the: Birth-day of.our .un- 
_ derftanding 
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moltnery. fo to > be fe laft dey. of our 
lives?» Me, a 


F * ind . Py 
4 See a 


al als you i ina ihe 7 that 
would; give. you your Friend Ey- 
febies 6 Character -at large.; not,: to be 
fare, for. your. information . i Se to 
place, him. in Oppabtion ta ta the sis 
of Pledfure : And fo, were 


_ Facem preferre pudendis, Jov v. 


We their Deformity may he teeta 
“ftronger light, for the benefit of thofe 
weak eyes, who cannot fee a moun- 
tein without fpectacles; with whom 

‘a Centaur pafies for a Man. Or, rac 
‘hes, ‘who think a Man of Pleafure 
‘an “extremely happy creature, and, 
“with ‘antient’ Aftronomerd, place the 
Centalir ‘inHeaven. Their Sagittarius 
. there’ of eternal Hunter, ' ‘ever dim- 
| bs at t Pleafure, and ever ‘mifing bis 
a 2 ane 
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mark. How wvery-much;"thé chat 
racter of Ex/ebius will plainly thew. ** 


Men of Pleafure, notwithftanding 
all the thorns they meet with in their 
flowery path, imagine all would eh? 
ter it, but for want of Tafte, or Spi- 
rit, or ‘Purfe: Eufebius wants. none 
of thefe. He wants not’ a Tafte for 
aught that can gratify either ‘Inia- 
gination or Senfe; that can make‘a 
Coxcomb, or Debauché ; but he. 
. neither. Nor wants he a Purfe, or 
Heart; : to provide thofe. Gratifica- 
tions. His Purfe is large ; «larger 
his Heart.; but not. corrupt,- and: no- 
bly wrong. He is young, gay, rich, 
expenfive. So far he is with them 
but. will Jeave. them - foon,: .as: the 
Sun flides from under an-Eclipfe. His 
riches widen the circle of his Virtues: 
Their riches — the numbet of 

their 
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their Crimes, There are two kinds | 
of -expente: In both, Riches make | 
themfelves wings, and fly away. But 
widely different their flight: In one, 
they fly away as an Eaple towards 
Heaven. .: In their flight beautiful, 
dnd celeftial: in their:end.::-In the 
other, they fly away as an:Owl ‘to 
the. Defart ;. ungracious, and: ills 
amen’d, in their flight, and ending 
in. alk Defart. .of ignominy = 
Ruin. . ee ee, Oe eh a 
= * Rafibius, tho’ liberal: to the de- 
mands of Nature, Rank, and Duty ; 
ftarves.. Vice, Caprice,. and Folly: 
Thefe (the great cormorants of gold), 
he fends begging to ther'doors ; they; 
as'old intimates, welcome, and em# 
brace them all, And, if they have 
not: thrice the fortune: of Exu/ebius, 
mult foon be Beggars themfelves. 
ar 3 While 
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While he, withone half abey fink in 2 
debauch, lift Beggars :(Beggars, I 
mean from Fortune, not from Folly) 
into the real comforts of life. - 


He too bas his Avinufements ; but 
not fuch as deaden, but revive: 
fuch as recover the relax’d tone 
ef application 5 re-animate to new 

effort; and thus.are eflential, tho’ 
panfing, parts of noble, well-judg- 
ing Indufiry. He {tarts not. at a 
mafquerade: Nor thinks Cards the 
Books of the Devil. But thinks all 
our diverfions like long books, that 
were better epitomiz’d ;. or, like the 
Books of the Syéi, which, as they 
were leffen’d in number, rofe in theit 
price. | 
. He, ds well as they, has bis Parks, 
Gardeas, Grottos, Cafcades,. Statues, 

oe Paint- 
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Paintings, &c. but enjoys ther more. 
Nof becatfe his are better than theirs, 
but becdufe He is better than They, 
His Paintings have beauties -unbor: 
rowed from the pencil; and his Sta- 
tues in Sis eyes appear, like » ‘Pygma- 
Lion’ al ‘to live 5 tho” mere miarble in 
theirs.’ His all- -Animating Joy with- 
if dives Graces to Art, and Smiles to 
N: atire, inviftble to common ‘eyes; 
Objeds” of fenfe, and imagination, 
for 'theit greatér power of pleafing, 
are’ indebted ‘to the goodnefs of -his 
heart: ‘For as the ‘Sun is: itelf. the 
wot glorious of objects, and makes 
all ‘others fhine, fo'Virtue itfelf is the 
préateft of Pleafunts, and of all other 
esas redoubles the: delight, » ; “i 


He, and They, tho’. they we vas 
~ Riches, yet entertain widely. dif- 


ferent opinions about thems He con- 
L = 
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-faders: a:great-fortune, as -his heme 

put, by a kind Providence, . into,3&4 
honourable commiffion for doing 
much Good... They conGder it-as a 
Privilege,;or, at leaft, as.an Excufe, 
for the contrary. .. He, fyrveying, his 
ample. arcades, and. lofty. domes,’ .re= 
joices more in what. benefits others, 
than what aggrandizes himfelf:: Rey 
joices more.in confidering how many 
mouths he has fed, than in confiders 
ing how many eyes, he has drawn, 
He triumphs in reflecting to. what 
numbers he has been enabled, bythe 
Divine Indulgence, to turn,. withopt 
“a -miracte, thofe Stones. inte Bread. 
They, from: their huge Babel-like 
Buildings, contraxt a Babel-like Pride, 
which turns, with regard to thofe be- 
neath them, their hearts ‘into Stdne. 
Such Menyin effect, build downwattl, — 
ee ek ee ee 
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arethe more ‘ignoble, gl is the 
| lower, - their —— 4 

Be chinks; das ee ich m7 
niticfs: imply in-them forme transfer 
to the‘ publi¢ + 7écy think they imply 
a: transfer -of- ‘the “public homage td 
themfelves.. Inftead of j imagining his 
Grandeur tobe a demand on the pub« 
lic for its hémage, he looks on it as - 
the public's demand on him-forBoun- | 
ty, and Patronage, of which they:have. | 
erected futh proud promifes; .and by 
tiem raifed fo juft.an expe@ation. 
He thinks,. that their Riches. (how 
firangely - foever. it may found) run 
them in debt; and come not to-be= 
—_ ™ ‘to mes ee is 
ex His Humility is s equal to his Mage 
difloesney and as Magnificence with 
Humility {peaks more regard for 

La others, 


& 
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étHers, than Hirhfelf, “it -efcapes En- 
vy, and enfuites' odrieral "Applaufe: 
Their Pride defeats their Magnif- 
ebrice and yobs i bf that Atplabfe, 
which: is its! fitigle ainy:: For: it is.a 
yreat authority which tells us,“ Zhas 
© Prideis a-Tree which “eats ie its 
f, stat aac ee ey 7 
: oe ee 
He sted: eee ‘They. wait 
a that fplendid -fuperiorities cans 
~fiot be neutral, with regard’ to the 
tharatets of thofe who poffefs them; 
that, therefore, men poflefs them at 
their peril; that they muff degtade, 
if ‘they do not-‘exalt™ fhem, ‘That 
Heaven; - which, ~in’ fright of dik 
ferent ranks, levels: Happiness, dé- 
fign’d it as the peculiar | curfe of the 
‘Great (if they deferve it) ‘to be tet 
fehed by Grandeur, and ‘iHuftrioufly 
‘Saeed 7 if Apes, and €ro- 
Da ciaiiaed 
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cadiles, Men, hurtful,, or ridiculous, 
inhabit fuperb piles, they mutt defpair 
of being worfhip’d:; tho’ but thro’ 


vain and keen appetite. for public i in: 
sont they never. had been - bul, as 


< You Kei in bow many points ‘thefe 
Men fall fhort of Ex/edivs.in- Pleas 
fure from Expence; which, notwith- 
franding, is an Article on-which they 
pique. themfelves not a little. And 
give.me leave to fubjoin: one more 
‘particular, . which. will affea them 
-Jefs, than the former, tho’ it ought to 
affect them moft. of all : His wealth 
-has | fubterranean chanels ; bleffes un- 
feen; and cofts the reliev’ d. neither 
~ bluthes, nor thanks. Not. one Pri- 

fon have They open’d ;. not one T ear 
have They dried ; which might {peak 
im,their favour, when their own. be- 
gin to fow.. The Sorrows-we have : 

cas L 3 reliev'd 
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reliev'd are the-fureft fupport in oud 
wn. The beft that can be faid* of 
their ‘expences, is, that they afe an 
- unwilling Encomium iad — of 
ee Friend, ee ee 


- ~ Senfual, of all our Pleafiares ark 
ie meaneft ; how low muft a Soul 
celeftial flees for them? Yet thefe, 
our thirfty Spunges of Senfuality,who | 
fuck up every drop of it, in or out 
of, their way, tho’ they take up the 
Dut with tt, prefer to all the reff. 
And in thefe, if in any, they will 

venture to difpute his fuperiority. 
But, for reafons, fome already men- 
tion’d ; more, moft obvious, He is 
their fuperior in thefe: “In Pleafures 
Intellettual, how far are they behind 
him? and then the Moral, they i are 
all his own. It is one of their ‘mi- 
ute, and. meagre Pleafures, pro: 


fefledly 
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 fefledly to decline-them : And. thefe 


‘are!;the fupreme. - Moral Pleafures, - 


tho’ faintly: (in this imperfect fate), 


| yet truly tafte of Heaven ; and, what 


is more, infure that Heaven of which: | 


they tafte. And what an ineftima- 
dle fuperiority-is this?: He mes can 
think of Death undifmay’d, | 


Extremumgs diets vite ‘inter muneria 
 ponit. a eee ee 9°? 


has 1 more Enjoyment, even. in Dif- 
‘els, than They in triumph, with 
every vain amufenient turning Rea- 
he out of doors, left it fhould wound 
‘them - with one whifper of the Grave. 
On. how ; many melancholy occafiors 
‘in life fhould we be glad of an Afy- 
um to “which to fly ?. How fhould 
wwe be. ‘tranfported with ‘a thought 
that had infallible comfort i in it? and 
that thought can be but One ; . “and 
we i ia "that 


» - 
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that one, ‘it is the conftant Aim, Laa 
bour, nay Boatt, of. thele wile: _ 
to aie 


 Bufebius § love of Pleafare is sequal 
to theirs; whence then this vaft in- 
equality of Happinefs? He commands 
his Pleafures, fome he cultivates ; 
fome admits cautioufly; others fends 
blufhing away. Their Pleafures do+ 
mineer ; {cout them away on vileft 
errands; bid them throw their Pa-' 
trimony in the Dirt of Proftitution, 
er Debauth ; or dungeon them in. 
midnight to of Fraud, and: De 
ftrution; and command them to 
whirl it away with a lofing Card ; or 
f{tamp it to nothing with a defperate 
Dye. What Scaffolds of ‘fatal exe-' 
cution are thofe guilty Boards, where 
morhents determine on ach for 


” lifes 
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life; ,and Rage, and. aidan! 
eee Ruin. eternal P_ 


FF rom this thraldom to their Plea- 
fures,. this wretched Impotence of — 
heart, it is, that while He has but 
one, and that a moft gracious. Ma~ 
{ter, They have.as many Tyrants as 
there are Follies, and Vices, in the 
world. Ten times a day they change 
their Pharaoh, and why? becaufe 
his wages are fo poor. . They have 
it,. indeed, in their power to change 
their Mafter, but not to break their 
chain.. 


The Romans once pretended that 
they had a golden fhield which fell. 
from Heaven: To fecure it from 
theft, they laid it up among eleven 
others made of Brafs. This expe~ 

dient had been Ranieogtary againft 
; war 
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their wiidom... They .run-away:-by: 
choice with the eleven counterfeits. 
with a multitude of falfe, ineffe@rial 
Pleafures, -and leave: the celeftial, ‘as 
of no value, to men of:lefs under= 
ftanding.—Virtue, the delight of Ex 
Sebius, is a celeftial fhield -againft eve. 
ty evil of human life. Their Pleas 
{ures are rather Swords, ‘that _ 
si ~~ with — S Or rows, 2s 
oT The oma si fteong Theis 
| Pleafures dic in fruition, ‘and are rez 
member’d with regret. : His furvive 
the prefent actual enjoyment, and — 
are as {weet in retrofpect, as in hand. 
Theirs leffen on repetition ; his en: 
treafe: Theirs create, and agéras 
vate, calamities ; his dyert moft, gxfd 
alleviate the reft: -‘Theirs haften 
Death, and heighten its Horrors; :his- 
owe their Perfe@tion to his fnal hour; 
after 


2 
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after having heightened, and length: 
ened, :all‘the bleffings of life. And 
what a wretch is that happinefs, and. 
what.an‘ideot that wifdom, that can 
offer no conifort- in the days of dark 
_ nels, and the hours of death? Ina - 
word, Their wretched joys. fourith, 

like difmal weeping willows water d 
 by--a ditch: Poor the figure they 
_ make; ‘flux and obfcene the ground . 
on which they ftand: His flourith, 
like Cedars of Libanus, from’ the 
fountains of Heaven; and are rooted 
ina eee the rock of his Salvation, 
t it is this ‘coe an on n which | 
he-ftands, which imparts that inimi- 
table fweetnefs of Air, Afpe@, and — 
Deportment, which marks’ him a- 
_mohg multitudes of the. gayeft, for 
_ the Gay. : They, like things gilt, have 
much to. fhew ; much more to hide ; 
mk are 
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ate all darknefs within, He, like a 
Diamond; is ‘tranfparent, and fhines 
at heart. He looks, as if Virtue, 
| according’ tothe wifh of fome fages, 
was at laft become vifible, and fhone 
thro’ him ;-in perfon;. not precept,. 
making a vifit to mankind: And 
man is mended by looking on him. 


Now, pleafe, Sir, to obferve, to 
what an aftonifhing degree that in- 
telleétual darknefs, mention’d in my 
former letter, prevails in thefe men, 
that would outfhine all the world. 
‘What is their chief boaft ? Why this, 
that they ‘make she moff of this tife. 
_ Whereas’ the very fundamental  dif- 

ference between Them, and Fu/ebius, 
is, That They make Nothing of. this 
world, becaufe they defign to make. 
their All of it. He makes much : 
‘this’ warld, becaufe he holds it 
. = little + 
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Titdle; ‘becaufe ever having the Sen- 
tirnents, without. the Terrors, of a 
. Death-bed, he neyet cuts off - this life 
from the thouglits of the next ; but 
fees his whole exiftence in one un- 
broken’ thread extended before him.’ 
But, before I difimife your Friend, 
tho’ he has made you a very long 
vifit, I muft take notice of one par- 
ticular more. Thefe Gentlemen pique 
themfelves on their. epitome of all 
Virtue and Religion, Benevolence : 
If they had it, it would confute moft 
I have faid ; and make them very 
happy : ‘eo it may ftand as a pene~. 
ral maxim, that men are happy i in 
proportion to their good-will : Nor i is 
— it ftrange, that, to the greateft duty, 

fhould, by nature, belong the. great- 
et reward, But their title to this 
virtue is not clear. The reafon they 
—~ fo 
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fo loudly pretend to it,. is, becaufe 
they. know .they have.itnot. -T he 
weakeft fide of a citadel isto be dei | 
fended moft. : Ex/ebizs, on his prin- 
ciples, .szuf? have univerfal ‘pood-will 
Self-love obliges him ‘to it; and’his 
own happy: ftate of mind incline’. 
him-the fame way: For all are mot 
kind to-others, when ‘moft: eafy, and 
pleas’ d with themfelves: “On ¥er 
principles, that this world j is all; or, 
at leaft, all. they will concern: ‘then 
felves about; felf-love obliges them 
to the contrary : And their uneafi- 
nefs i in themfelves feconds that obli? 
gation: So that you may as well ex= 
.pe& to find an Angel: among’ the 
Diffolute, as a Friend. And, dnd 
deed, can any expeét that they fiould 
Jove them, ‘better than, their own 
Souls ? ‘yet that would they do, if 
they card for thematall, 9 
But, 
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< wBut,: inftead -of endeavouring td 
pave what: neads no proof, I fhall 
prefent you with the pi@ure of one 
of thefe:great- Lovers of all Mankind, 
if you will promife not ‘to cut his 
throat; which , Picture, better than 
a. Demofthenes, will prove my point, 
You will know whom I mean, when 
I tell you, .that,he is enamour’d of 
the charms, and deep in the myf 
teries; of. Play.. That is, he is fo 
fond of fiche (which ; a good Judge: 
tells.us, * nemo bonus unguam concu- 
pivit), of riches is he fo over-fond, 
that. he is quite miferable if deny’ d 
a daily chance. of biing ftripp’d to 
Beggary. Greater profeffions of friend- 
fhip can no man make, than this 
Arch- Promifer; greater. proofs of the 
contrary can no man give, . He ne- | 
‘ver did a favour that prov. "d- barren 
to ‘his own Defigns, but he fent a 


2 | | curfe 
* Salut i 
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curfe after i it. ‘ All his kindneffes‘are | 
artificial’ flies 5 if nothing is caught, 
they are” pocketed again. © Fook 
ce. him, or hang hime’. is a- favourite 
maxim of “his own coinifg, “He 
(miles, indeed, with ‘great complat 
cency o’a cena’ Levee of devoted 
friends; with no lefs than on a hand 
of good cards, And his hope frora 
hath is jut’ the fame; that - is, 
fo ‘to play them off, as to ‘win 
his game. That done, if Intereff, 
or Humour bids, he throws’ then 
afide as a foul Pack, and tails: for 
new; to fhuftle, and cheat, ‘and 
‘play tricks with, as before, °° He 
confiders - Fools, as Trumps, with 
which he is fure to win. If there 
are no Fools to be taken in, he 
| makes a pretty ¢ good hand of it with 
a Knave of the right fuit. If he is 
fo > unlucky as not to a be blefled wittr | 

3 _ either, 
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either, he gives out, and, for that 
time, plays no more: For, without a 
good hand, abad heart is infupport- 
— able. But Profperity fooths Remorfe, 
~ and lays Confcience afleep. This is 
‘One who.knows the world ;- which, © 


generally, means, One that knows ~ 


not God.. He never thought of that 
great, final, Stake, with regard to 
which, he, that honeftly but defires 
‘it, is fure to win; and he, that plays 
foul the moft dextroufly, is fure to be 
undone. Such is 4vidienus , fuch is 
that good man, who, as freely as eat 
his meal, could lay down his life for 

his. Friend. | . 


Bat, in excufe for fuch men, I 
mutft own, that, for fuch as place 
their All here, there can be no fha~ | 
dow. of focial happinefs but from de- 
ceiving, or, being deceiv’d. From 

M . de- 
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deceiving, and‘fo ‘finding forne at- 
count in their Villainy:' Or, ftom . 
‘being deceiv’d, and fo finding fome 
account in their Folly. “For real 
-:friendthip amongft thet is iipoffi- 
ble: And, indeed, to hope ‘a’ Friend 
in any man, that is not truly his own 
Friend, is abfurd: From this’ -ac- 
count, it is evident, that. the chief 
fountain of happinefs i 1S da de qd up: in 
| their hearts. | : 
A Wretch, almoft finothered'' with 
all the reputed means ‘of Happinefs, 
“would of all objects be the moft ridi-- 
 culous, were it not the moft melan- 
_ choly t too. Diogenes went about the 
_ city of Athens begging to the Statutes ; : 
- being afk’d the reafon, he ‘faid; -He 
‘ was learning to bear -a ‘Repulle. 
*“Thefe Gentlemen fhould learn ‘the 
_ fame Leffon; | ; to Statue’ can be deafer 
: than 


¥ 4 


A a lkl g 
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A et eee 


. than-molt of their purfuits, when they 
ne real Pleafure of them.. 


"Thefe z are - Men, who, while 
pare lays t the reins of F ree-will 
: on. ‘their wanton necks, ruth head- 
“Jong: into even unimportunate Temp- 
tations. . But when it fhall put ies 
» Haok in their No fey. and its Bridle in 
. their Faus ;. when it thall drag them 
‘into the condition: of your unhappy 
Friend ; or worfe, when the tatter'd, 
-conwuls d, Body hall be fhaking out 
yap uawilling § Soul, loth to leave it 
for -a full worfe habitation ; ; Then’ 
Qh! ‘what a change 1_._-It places full 
“before me the laft hours of that no- 
ble Youth I mentioned above. Laf — 
_ Hours, full of anguith! how fit to be 
-gemember” 'd by thofe that with peace 
_ 0 their own. This is the Funeral 
. fo which, in my firft Letter, I _pro- 
. M 2 mifed 
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mifed to invite your Sifter Sempro- 
Nia, and her gay Admirers ; Sempro- 
nia who delights P/allere, & cantare, 
elegantius quatn neceffe eff probe. And 
what invitation more kind than that 
for which fhe may thank me for 
ever, when other entertainments end? — 
If they have their Wine, his has its 
Neétar. Its.cup of Salvation, prefs’ d 
from that Vine, whofe Leaves heal the’ 
Nations, and whofe fwelling Clufters 
‘teem with eternal Blifs. Funeral fo- 
lemnities are more for the fake of the 
Living than the Dead. What a trifle 
that. honour zhey receive from them, 
to the benefit we may reap from that 
affecting Scene | : 


Oh ! Sir, — affeding | Itis full 
before my eyes. That’ wretched 
-Youth dies again! Again I am: fnut- 
ten with his Death. It-wounds me 
= a oe even 
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even in remembrance’: What, then, 
the Scene itfelf! No Words can paint 
it; no Time efface it; I meet it in 
my Dreams; I fhall bear it to my 
— | 


Fam about to reprefent to you the — 

daft hours of 4 perfon of high birth, 
and high fpirit ; of great parts, and 
trong paffions; every way accom- 
-plifh’d, nor leaft in Iniquity. His 
‘unkind treatment was the Death 
of ‘a moft amiable Wife; and his 
- great Extravagance, in effet, difin- 
herited his vad Child. 


But to my point. The Death- bed 
_of aprofligate is next in horror to that 
‘Aby{s, to which it leads. It has the 
‘moft of Hell that is vifible on Earth. 

‘And he that has feen it, has more 
‘than Faith to confirm him in his - 
| M 3 Creed. 
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Creed. I fe it now.’ ‘For who’can’ 
forget it? Are:there in it no Flames; 
and Furies ?=-You know not, then, 
what a fcar'd i imagination can figures 
what a guilty heart can feel. 
difmal is it! The two great Fo 
mies'‘of Soul and’ Body, ‘Sickriefs and 
Sin, fink and confound his: Friends ¢_ 
filence, and darken the fhockit 
feene. Sicknefs excludes the Light 
‘of Heaven ; and Sin, its blefled Flopé. | 
‘Oh! double Darknefs.! more than 
. Aigyptian. ! Acutely to be fele* 


| ~ How unlike thofe ithuminated #6. 
: vels of which he was the Soul ? Did 

‘this ‘poor, pallid, {car ce-anitnated 
| Mafs dictate 1 in the ‘cabinet‘of Plea- 
: ure; ; pronounce the’ ee athlon’; and, 
‘teach the gayett to be gay? ae thefe 
‘the trophies of his Papbian conquelts:? 
thele tlie triumphs to be bought with | 
Heaven ? 
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Heaven ? Is+this.he who. {mote all 
their hearts with. envy at -his, pre- 
eminence in. guilt? See, how he lies 
a fad, deferted, Outcaft en a narrow 
1Rhmus between Time and Eternity | ? 
for he.is {carce. alive. “Lafh’d and 
pxerwhelm’ ‘d, on one fide, by the 
Senfe of: Sin ; .on the other, by the 
Dread of Punifhment !. Beyond the 
zeach of human i and in defpair 
of sales 

“His diffipated Fortune, impove- 
rifh’d Babe, and murder’d Wife, lie 
heavy. .on him: The Ghoft of his 
:murder'd. Time (for now no more 
sis left), all ftain’d with Folly, and 
_gath’d with Vice, haunts his diftraa- 
red Thought., Confcience, which long 
chad flept,. awakes ike. a giant re- 
¢ frefb'd. with Wine ; ; lays wafte all his 
former, thoughts, and defires ;. and, 
. eer M- ‘4 like 


sot; Of” PLEASURE: 
like‘.a: longidepos’d, - x0 : victorious 
‘Prince, on his bleeding: heart, :im- i 
pofes, inflidts, its: own. : Its: late foft~ 
Whifpers ‘are Thunder : in his Ueatss 
and all means of Grace: rejetted,'* 
exploded, ridicultd, ‘1s the. Balt. that.” 
ftrikes him dead. . Dead even.to the. 
thoughts of Death.: In: deeper. ‘die :: 
ftrefs, Defpair of Life is forgot. : He’ 
lies a wretched wreck of Man:on : 
the Shore of Eternity, and the newt: 
~ breath he draws, blows him off inta.: 2 
‘ruin, | Pit. eee 
T he al Profligate is is, at 1 leatte : 
“a monientary Saint, at fuch a:fight: - 
For this is a fight which plucks cff 
‘the: mafk.of Felly, ftrips her of: her 

_gay ¢difguile, which glitter’d: in the’! 
-falfelights.of this world’s Mummery, 
— and makes her — to be __— to’: 
‘the eat fool, ee Se Se 
paege sy ‘How 


- How: think:we.then?: Is--not: the 
‘Death-bed of: a:profligate the moft 
natural: and: powerful. antidote fdr 
- the-poifon:of his Example? ‘Heals not 
‘the .bruis'd feorpion the. wound ‘it | 
gave? Intends not Heaven, that, {truck _ 
with the:terrors-of fuch an: exit, we: 
fhould provide comfort for our own ? 
Would: not: he, who departs obdu-— 


_ -rate from-it,:continue Adamant, tho’ - 


_one rofe from the Dead? for fuch a 
{cene partly: draws afide: the curtain 
that divides Time from Futurity ; and, 

in fome meafure, gives to Sight that 

‘Tremendous, of which we only had 

sai ae _— before. 


4s not this ron a prime School. of : 
- Wifdom ? are'not they obliged, that - 
are: invited ‘to this? for :.what elf 
fhould:tetlaim ‘us? The Pulpit? We 
are prejudic’d againft it, ‘! Befides, 

a - ; an 


od 
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ah agonizing Profligate;. the feat, 
out-preaches the maft Celebrated tha 
Pulpit ever knew. - But, if he fpeaks, 
his words might inftrué the beft in- 
 ftructeravof mankind. - Mixt. in ‘the 
.. Warm. converie of life, we think. with 
ahi Ona: Death-bed, swith — 
ae es are two ies -_ ‘this 
School written, «as it were, in Capij- 
tals, which they that rua may read. 
Firfit, He that, in this: his Mingrity, 
this School of Difcipline, this Field 
of :Gonflia, inftead. of. grafping: the 
weapons of. his warfare, is for ever 
gathering flowers, and; catching at. 
‘butterflies, with his unarmed hand; 
ever making idle Pleafures ‘his pur 
Auit ; muft-pay for it his vaft revar- 
-fion ;.‘and, on opening his. final a¢- 
scouht (of which a Death-bed breaks 
the a fhall find himfelf a Beggag ; 
fone a2 4 a Beg-- 
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4 Beggar palt Beggary; and thall paf- 
fionately with, that his very Being 
were added to - - ot sd ae 


or > Secondy, He thal find, as Truth, 
Divine: Truth, ‘however, thro’ life, — 
injur'd, wounded, fapprefs'd, is In- 
_{uppreffible, Victorious, Immortal. 
‘Fiat, tho’ ‘with ‘mountams’ over- 
whelmed, it‘will, one‘day, barft out 
like’ the: fires of Ama; vifible, 
bright, and tormenting, as the mot 
raging flame. As now, (Oh! my 
— ya I —_ too 0 plainly ‘aides 


The fad evening before hs Death | 
“ofthat noble Youth, whofe laft Hours 
fuggefted thefe Thoughts, I was with 
him. “No one was there, but: his 
~“Phyfician, and an Intimate whom he 
‘lov’d, and -whom<he hdd: ruin d: me 
“~ coming in, he faid; | 


*¢ You, 


4 


“ « Or! ‘eat not have — him 


ary 
ea 
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<r You, and the Phyfician;are come 


| « ‘too late.---I -have neither Life, nor 


“ Hope. You both aim at Miracles. 
cc You would raife ae Dead. : 
‘4 


"Heaven, I id, ‘was s merciful 


es eee 


og ‘guilty. What has it notdoae to 
_blefs, and to fave me?---I: have 
been too ftrong for Omnipotence! 


“ I pluck’d down Ruin.” - 


. q faid, ‘The Bleffed Redeemer 


“ Hold! Hold! you eoael iat 


© ——That is the Rock on which I 
oe. a a d his Name.’ 


Refufing to a any thing - 
me, or take any thing from ‘the 


| Phyfcan, he lay filent, as far as 


fudden 
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fudden darts-of  pairi would. permit, 
“till the clock | ftruck. | Phen with 


vehemeince rE oe 


. 68 Oh, Time! ert tej is fit thou. 
“c fhould ‘ft thus ftrike thy Murderer 
“ to the heart.---How art thou fled 
“© forever!---A Month !---Oh, for a 
“ fingle Week ! I afk not for Years. 
$¢ Tho’ an Age were too little for 
“S$ the much I have to do.” - 

On my ligt we wile “not 
_ do-too much: That Heaven was a 
seine place — 


© So much the worfe.  :’Tis loft ! 
Tis loft !~-~Heaven is to me -the 
“ « fee aay of Hell r 


at 
2 ; : 


"Soon afer, I ge tl d Prayer. : 


es Pray : 
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.. © Pray you that can. J never 

‘§ pray’d,. I cannot pray.r<-Nor need 
«J, Js not Heaven on my fide al- 
—& ready? It clofes. with my con- 
_§ {cience. | Its feversht Rrolged bi but 
ass Aecond my own.” 


4 His. Sind being ancl pat 4, 
‘even to tears, at this (who could 
forbear ? I could not), with a moft 
affectionate look, he faid : aa 


c Keep thofe tears for Thyfelf I 
“* have undone thee.--- Doft- weep 
-<¢ for me? That’s cruel. vm can 
~ pain me more?” 


Here: his. fad, too much affeet 
on, would have left him.) . _: - 5 


ef «No, flay. Thou fill may ‘t pom 
“Therefore hear me. How madly 
© have I talk’d? How madly haft thou, 
“¢ liften’d, 
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is¢ liften’d; ‘and believ’d? But look 
“ olf my prefent State, as‘a ‘full ah- 
| (wer to thee, and to myfelf. This 

body: is‘ all weaknefs and: pain ; : 
§© but my Soul, as if ftung -up by 
‘‘ torment to greater ‘ftrength and 
“ {pirit, is full powerful to reafon ; 
ead full mighty to fuffer.. And ay 
“® which thus triumphs within: the 
tt laws of mortality, is, doubtlefs, 
‘© Immorital.---And, as for a Deity, 
16‘ nothing lefs than an Almighty 
7 “ could infli@ what I feel.” 
“I was about to ee this 
paflive, involuntary, Confeffor, on his 
~‘aflerting the two prime articles of 
his Creed, extorted by the Rack of 
‘Nature ; when he thus, _ pafhion- | 
ately 3 eee an 


a a. 
° 
. 3 * . + 
Lees © | - €No 
ee ? 
Walack gas # 
a ere & 


160 On PLEASURE, 


«Ee 


“No, no! let me fpeak on. I 
have not long to fpeak---My much- 
injur’'d friend! my Soul, as: my - 


Body, lies in ruins ;,in fcattered 
fragments of broken thought: Re 
-morfe for the Paft throws my 
‘thought’ on the -Future: . Worfe 


dread of the Future, ftrikes it back 


on the Paft. I turn, and turn, 


and find no ray.---Didft thou feel 
half the mountain that‘is on me, 
thou wouldft ftruggle with the 
Martyr for his Stake; and ble& 


Heaven for the Flames; 5--- That is 
not an everlafting flarne ; That is 


not an unquenchable fire.” 


- \How were we ftruck ? yet, foon, 
_after, ftill: more. With what an eye 


of diftraétion, what a pase of defpair, 


he “~~ "d out: 


cc My 
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ee. . My winches eae soifoa r 
- my Friend; ,my. extravagance has 
“ beggar'd my Boy ;. my :unkind-. 
“: nefs has murder’d niy Wife !---- 
‘© And is there: another Hell ?- -Oh! 
«: Thou ‘blafphem’d, yet moft In- 
“ dulgent; Lord God! Hell itfelf is 
ee refuge, if it hides me an thy 
s Frown.” | 


vA 


| as after, his underftanding fail’d. 
His terrified imagination utter’d hor-. 
- gors not to:be repeated, .or ever for-: 
got And ere the Sun (which I hope. 

has {een few like. im). arole, the 

gay, young, noble, ingenious, ac- 
complifhed, and ‘moft wretched, ” 


tamont: —- 


If this; is. a Man of Pleafiaré,” what 
isa Manof Pain? How quick, how 
; N total, 
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tétal, is the tranfit of thefe Phaeton. 
‘Mades : In what a difinal gloom they’ 
fet for ever! How fhort, alas! the. 
day of their rejoicing | For a mo- 
ment they glitter, they dazzle. In 
a moment where are they ? Oblivion 
covers. their memories. Ah! would. 
it did! Infamy fratches them from. 
Oblivion. In the long-living annals 
of Infamy their triumphs are record-_ 
ed. Their fufferings ftill bleed in. 
the. bofony (Poor Atament !) of the 
heart-ftricken friend: For Alvemont 
| bad a friend. He might have hed 
many. His tranfient Morhing might, 
have beens the dawn. of an immiortal: 
day. . Fis: name might have bedry, 
glorioully enrolled in the Records of 
Eternity. His memory might have. 
left a fweet fragrance behind — it,, 
| seat to the. faving friend, and , 
falu 
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fufutaty to’ the fucceeding genefa- 
tion. With what capacities was he 
endowed, with what advantages, for | 
being greatly ‘good ? p But ‘with the. 
talents of an Angel « a man may be 

4 Fool. | te he judges amifs. in fe 


Serts tae 


ahh 

: gach, fo fatal, wheh abufed, are. 
the greatelt bleflings’ of Heaven. 
- Heaven grant bis as agonies were an, 
éxplation of the alt 5 ‘not a pre- 
: Bee and fad pecimen, of the. 
future, “Tat his’ yr Come, 
panions and Admirers may never, 
fuffer the’ fame, give me leave to- 
peak to "thei, while this affect 


N 2 | ing 
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ing object is (or nigh, be) in 1 their 
fight. | 


~ © Ye ftaunch purfuers of Pleafure, 
“¢ opening in full cry on its burning 
“ fcent! who run yourfelves out of 
“¢ Breath, Health, Credit, Eftate, ‘and 
“ often Life, after that : you cannot 
“ catch! For a moment, ° flacken 
© your’ {peed and cool the fervor of 
‘* your chace. . It is ‘a Friend that 
* calls, and he is his own, that hears. 


« if there i is a Ria on os in 
« which you can find gréater advan- 
ce tage, than in that to which you 
“have been invited, do ‘not come : 
“If there is not, indulge me ina 
“ few words, which may not be {oon 
cc forgot : : At leaft, they will recur. 
“to your Thoughts, they will recur 
to your feeling Hearts, when your 
“‘ prefent 
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ce prefent jovial chace i is over; ihe 
. Pleafure ' is no more. | 


“ Tt will be grateful to your Friend 
deceas’ d, whom you were always | 
« willing to oblige, if, with his Ac- 


cc complifhments, you remember his 
© Faults; for then you will not for- 
« get your own; but read, in his - 
«“ _deep diftrefs, a firong caution 
“ againft them. Affords not the 
“Rock on which he {plit, a folid’ 
© bafis for your fafety ? Has he not 
 well-mark’d where mifchief lies ? 
& See you not the wreck of that gal- 
« lant Firft-rate? or, rather, i is he not 
“ a beacon, lighted up by kind Provi- 
“ dence, to guide you fafe thro’ the 
— voyage of human life? 


_ © He once, as i$ you now, imagin’d 
« himéelf, in this life,, Immortal. 
. N 3 6 Was 
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Was he pot miftaken 2. He has tax 
“ ‘then his final flight ; whither, whe 

‘can tell? If you continue. yours, 
“ in the fame fatal track, whoa ishe 
“ that cannot tell where the folly, muft 
cc end? Smitten, transx’d,: yhen 
a moft fecure, from the moft tower 
“ ing heights he drop’ d, af once, ip- 
“ to depths of diftrefs, not. to .be fa- 
« thom’d by man. In gaiety of heare 
. * dely not the danger, Are. there 

*{ Not more arrows in the fame qui 
yer? and are, not you as. fair and 
« tempting 4 mark? mere tempting; 
e¢ if ynadmonith’d, and mounting 
“ Sie dare you tempt? an Archer 
«“ * Bat never zi d his may 

« But you, ‘fora, your gay pavis 
Hon, embower'd ip rofes, {ee :ne 
« ‘anid profgetes 3, Ro, dangers 


°¢3 of 
tt 
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66 Of. death. —Oh, Sirs! Death de 
“* lights to lie hid in thickets of rofes 
“ How often the Gayeft fall firf€ in 
‘his foare? yet even this is too 
“ gentle,‘ too mild, ‘to anfwer the 
“ good-will of Heaven ; it cannot 
© _— the world in awe, = + 


i What u uncorhmion Siititede is 
“ needful to ‘bear Profperities ‘wn- 
chinrt? It is now Sunthine with you 5 
“and you think all is well. ‘Ie is the 
 Seafon of “Indulgence. ---But Sea- 
* fons will change. You, ‘that are 
* now all fodial: aden gather'd 

®clofe' in glad elufters, ‘and (like. 

* embody’d birds of paflage bound 
“ for new climes) on your impatient 
«“ wing for new delights! what will 
“you de, when-cach of: you, fever'd 
S¢ from the ‘ref, | air unexperienc’ d, 
ss “ unexpédted, Rechufe,..' ties forely 


ae, N 4 *¢ pain’d ; - 


ap: MEN) 
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“pain’d; dreading worfe; none to — 


_ © converfe with, ‘but the two greateft 


« ftrangers, his own Heart, and‘Him 


“who made it; and neither= at 
_ © peace with him?' Say, ve ftrangers 
p YY 


“© to Care, and abounders in Mirth! 


“ what will: he do, when he finds 


“ himfelf ftill fubfifting in a ftate, 


“‘ where none of thofe Pleafures, for — 


“ which alone he wifhed to fubfift, 
“can poffibly any longer ' fubfift 
© with him? When the dark mat- 


“ ter at the centre will not be more 


© foreign to him; than that which 


“ now beats. high in his pulfe, ahd 
$6 ‘flufhes..in- his cheek ; and ftings 


« him on to. {chemes, that laugh at 


‘“fuch lectures.as thefe ? When he 
« finds himfelf led,: by the foft‘ hand 


of Pleafure, to thofe difmal gates, 
“ which fhe herfelf will never;. ne- 


t 


“ver, never,, enter. P ee 2 


a ar Ler out Se « “ Con- 
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© Confider, : my good friends! you 
“. ftill retain the name of Chriftians ; 
“¢ arid have heard of the Scriptutes. 
“To {peak their language, If Chri-. 
 ftians are Racers, you ‘have not yet 
« ftarted’: If Warriors, yout ar- 
‘¢ mour is not yet on: If Labourers 
“ inghe Vineyard, you pluck down 
‘ the Vine, and get drunk with the 
<< Grapes’: ‘If’ Watchers, your nap is 
“ not yet over.. There is no Man, 
“but, in fome part of life, either 
“ ftung: by felf-mov’d Confcience, 
op alarm’d by fome providential 
« Event, as out of a long idle dream, 
“ flarts, at: once, into his files 
“ The longer the dream, the greater — 
‘¢ his furprize and pain; and, if he 
“ nods.to the laft, the pain and hor- 
** ror (as too. well has been pron ¢) is 
sé * inexpreflible. 3 — 


3 0 — © Can~ 
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- “© Cannot that awful Druth inter’ 
“ rups your flumber? -He- fleeps 
found indeed,. at whofe: ear a 
“¢ Friend's knell: fhall - knock. in’ 
“yain, But, setting friendthip afide 5 
“ oranting, that with men of. your 
“ caft, a friend dead isa friend ans 
« nihilated 5 atk; I befeech-you, pure’ 
“ felf-interef one quettion ; “ Have 
“you na concern in shis. Death & 
* Ls it nothing ta pou? -nQh!: much; - 
“very much! It cannot ftand-naue’ 
“ter, It is big with: goed. of -ill’ - 
“ Te muft haften yany amendment ;' 
“or heighten.your offence. Hence~ 
forth, the -/ame crimes: arg re feagni 
ee ‘ fold = : <7 


a Bae you newer + cohfulked dh 
“¢ workings of Natore? Have yoil 
“* never been furpriz’ a vrith a. feraous 
. — of peat When I ftand; 
) Q “ tho’ 


Og PLEASURE. 172 
tho’ a ffranger, ‘on the verge of 
“_ anothers grave 5 when J fee the 
* fhaken moyld take. pofleffion of . 
“ human. pride 3 and hear the fo- 
* Jemn found pf Pufl to Dus what 
“ fwelling of foul, but inftantly fpbs. 
«fides? what falutary thoughts, byt, 
“at once, it infpires A The grave pf 
“© ohe unknown, and dying a cage 
“ mon death, would have this effeq + 
*.: What then, the Grave of a friend, 
T and ef our own character; and 
“chat not good; and dying of the 
a follies ip which ME live; and 

th ms in his mouth, 
~ and horrags. in ‘his heart 2 What 
© heart impregnable to fuch an af — 
f° fault 2 What thunder equal to fuch. 
‘t groan #. Jt. yequld: echo for ever 
Sin a. penetrable ear. In 9 penctra-- 
“ble. hears there would & be — 
ve ae ameey change! 


sé For 
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ae For fee yous not the mighty. 
« force that is imply'd in this Mercy? 


« Heaven trufts not to. your faith 
“ but gives /enfible proof of what you. 
cc one to fear... And could it do 


© more? Would a Miracle fuffice?--—~ 
“You have it in a mercy fo little 


-& deferv’d. If danger can alarm you, 
“ you, mow, are alarm’d. Tf nothing 
“ can alarm you, nothing can fave, 


a I. thould grieve to nee faid too | 


“much. Yet, have I {aid too much, 
“if my words ferve only to render 


-& more inexcufable that imprudence, 


“¢ which they labour to remove. Ra- 
ther know your danger, and em- 
“‘ brace the plank (though not of Ce- 
“© dar} which I throw out for your 


: Ws, Our fondnefs for good, fhuts 


‘ our eyes on evil; we {carce allow 
it exiftence oe it is felt. But, 
CC re- 
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‘6 remember, we live in a moft mu- . 
“ table {cene: And have the fear of 
“ To-morrow before your eyes. Not 
“the keeneft difcernment can ken 
“ thro’ the fecond of aminute. To | 
“ keep within the reach of Mercy, 
“6 is the grand Concern, and fupreme 


 Bleffing of human life. 


“My Converted ! or Condemn'd ! 


cc beeines ‘ 


- Thus, Dear Sir, I freak to thefe 
Gentlemen. I wifh they do not-rather _ 
chufe to fhow their parts, than their 
penitence; and criticife my Speech, 
inftead of their own condué. If 
fo, they demonftrate how very great 
occafion there was of it; ‘tho’ it 
aia! ineffectual. 


Moft Yours. oO 
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PLEASURE 


pene OU {cern to think, in your 
‘tgs laft letter, that our agé is 
fo far gone; ag to be’ paft 
recovery. I hope rot. viola, a 
Conful in the time of Gordian, re- 
viv'd on his funeral pile: I will not 
defpair, but that Britif Virtue, now, 
= ~ 


3S ie 
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like the Phenix, dying in its S weess, 
may ftart up from i its afhes, and. re-' 
affume-its. former glory. I thal, | 
therefore proceed a little farther. % 
. orant, — the Man of Pleafure, 
as well as. the:Good Man, has*his: 
joy. But their joys are very differ 
ent. They differ. not only in their, 
objects, but their kind, Which is.as 
yet a fecret' to Them. and, ' poflibly,. 
to You. Joy from temporals, Ag. 
Terreftrial Joy. And, like all things, 
terreftrial, has.a dreg in it. , If you, 
obferve-your.own heart, you will find,; 
. that Joy from .temporals, has. ever, 
fomewhat of a gay inquictude, a dix 
fturb’d and tumultuous delight. Like: 
fome liquors. all in an unquiet: fer- 
~ ment,.and confufion, while they fpar=: 
kde, and fmile. J oy from Eternals, Joys: 
| arian on fpiritual accounts (viz.) 


M ens 
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Mens confeia refi ; or, a delightful — 
hope of Immortality ; or, an humble 
perfuafion of Divine Favour, &¢. 
‘This Joy is Celeftial, and} like’a fine 
calm Summet’s evehing, is: undif- 
tarb’d, placid, and ferene. The firft _ 
 fgaa Paffon, and that in the firiGeft 
fenfe; we fuffer from it, as well as 
enjoy. Nay, fome have fuffered from 
it even to Death. The latter feems 
rather to be, or to refernble, an [y- 
fpiration, in which the Divine caufe 
takes away, or fuperfedes, our hu- 
man infirmity. Therefore, by our 
Whurch, moft properly ftiled the 
Peace of God. Nor let Centaurs 
‘imagine, that this peace is occafion'd 
by’ the. {mallnefs of the yey No; it 
‘paffeth all underfianding ; and is, 
ftriatly fpeaking, a fpecimen, an acs 
tual — ie Heaven, 


: fa . | | 
lak: QO | For, 
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For;, indeed, the fupreme happi- | 


nee, and. mifery, of. rational beings, 
‘thro’ all variation of circumftances, 
and thro’ every period of their exift- 
sence, is of a piece, or of the fame 
_ kind. Tho’, perhaps, in no two pe- 
tiods of it, of the fame proportion, 
_or degree. Therefore, Heaven and 
Hell, how diftant fogver fome think 
them, are really, tho” not full y- OD 
earth, Where-ever, and whenever, 
their caufes, that is, Virtue and Vice, 
exift, they will exift, in a meafure 
correfpondent to them. What then 
are the good and dad, but the wretch- 


' ed and happy? He, whofe foul re- . 


potes on his firm trutt j in God, : like 
theHalcyon that builds on the waves, 
if ftorms arife, may be tofs’d, but 

not endanger’d. Or, grant-the wort, 


thofe tumultuous billows that deyour 


others, rock him to reft eternal. | 


When | 


~ 
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oe “When the good mar lied déwh to 
‘selt, ‘no fears from the dangers. of the 
“right ‘break: ‘thro’ “his ‘ftron g confi- 
~ dence in the Divirie Pictedion. When 
*he awakes; his firft thou ght lays hold 
‘on Heaven $* which gives,’ thro” the 
‘eonfeérated day, “fuch'a: fweetnels of 
‘afpett and deportment, fuch: a force 
‘aid’ firmnefs, to his felicity ; that we 
‘thay venture almoft to fay, He com- 
eth forth as a Bridegroom from his 
ehamber, and repoicéth, as a ens ég 
‘rin * biel i | . 
The Man of Phagfre has his little 
fouds at the brighteft, the courfe of 
Aris happinefs i is setartied by a ftraw; 
‘and any confiderable, fearce confi- 
‘derable, accident puts: it quite to 
death. - Not only. the neceffaries, or 
‘Conveniencies, but the decorations, 
a fuperfluities. of life, “are vital to 
u 0 2 his 
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his fickly: felicity. In any of them 
che. may receive a deep: ot deadly 
wound. » Whereas they are mere ex- 
crefcénces ‘to the goad’ man’s hap- 
pinefs; and-he has no sore feeling 
‘én them than in his Hair,-or his nail ; 
‘Nay. his happinefs is of fo ftrong a 
conttitution, that it can ftand real 
calamities unhurt. Nor quits ‘ its fe | 
renity on the confines of the grave 5 
which the Man of Pleafure but ill ec te- 
tains in the funthine of life. 


Of which ftrange inferiority one — 
caufe is very obvious. When all our 
hopes and fears ate confin'd within 
this narrow {cene, what an infupport- 
able importance, what a ‘yranny o'er 
our paffions, ‘does this give it? what 
Demi-gods ‘does it. make’ ‘our fupe- 
tidrs, who can beftow, what we mof . 
value? we tremble before them, 
What 


a7 
c ¢ 
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-What Mountains does. it make of- 
‘little things, becaufe.:the. greateft in 
our inventory! ?-we turn pale, fome- 

| times die, at.their lofs.. But, the firft 
moment. we: take God ‘for out Pro- 
* tector; iand his: precious, promifes for - 
_our chief Portion, our fuperiors, even, 
Kings, thrink. to men ; and crowns 
iinperial lofe their luftre, Little things 
are little, and leave our hearts at reft, 
"As a taper to the Sun;: fuch the Sun 
to the. Glories that fhall be reveal’d. 
Looking to the clofe of the drama, 
we refume:. our native dignity ; nor 
are longer over-aw'd on the ftage, | 
‘by our fellows : or, perhaps, our in- 
feriors bebind the fcene. Nay, fome- 
times; 074 it’ too, . When, like poar 
_Altamnpnt, they are forc’d to change 
“their Plame for the warm cap of fick- 
aefs; and are unbuttoning their 
fees 03, — Bubkins 


_ oa a 
Fe, Ce? 
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 Bufkins. on the hed | a = ter+ 
ros, and: death. ee Bac 
And mut. this, one: days b i. a 
eal? after having rum:the gauntlet 
of difappointing, »painful, - pleafures, 
and, for fome years .being afflicted 
-with delights ;- to drop: ‘untegarded, 
anlamented, ‘infamous, -into. punifh- 
 mhent far greater, ‘for. the-punifhment 
they have already undergone---of hu- 
‘man happinefs what a difmal accounit 
isthis? yet this. 1s the true. _ Let us, 
‘therefore, enquire: if. it is not worfe 
than _ ent eee 


Our Men af: Pleafure affect much 
being Men: of “Homour .too’s: that: is, 
‘they are as proud, as they, are: difla- 
até : Or, in other-words; they: will 
“not: ftoop. to. mean and -litde vicess 
they. deal only. zn-great, They {corn 
ee - @ Ox ta 
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to pick! a pocket; but triumph:in cut- 
ting a throat. If their immaculate 
honour is violated by word, look, or 
thought; then - they’ tranple all the 
Laws of Religion, Juftice, and. Hu- 
/Manity, without remorfe. ‘My: En- 
_guiry will join them together. But — 
how: fhall I enquire? how ‘hall I 
-know-the heart of thefe men? and. 
‘Fhat only can inform me right. Let 
us! then confider what thefe mens 
Prayer would be, if they pray’d at 
all.: For what is a Prayer, but ad- 
dreffing to fome fuperior — the 
real defires of our hearts? 


7 + Phas ine Twill thew: — ex- 

act picture: of their’ hearts, - There 
wis! fo mafterly a COpy. of -a: -capital 
pi@ure' of: Futio Romano, taken by 
one of his {cholars, that he {wore it 
‘was’ his own original drawing. I 


io 4 ba 


my Gy BURASUR ES 
hope 1f6"'ta"- “popy their’ hearts; “that 
they Tall” ‘imagine; ‘that’ it‘is not’T, 
but they thenifelves; thar 'fpeak. The 
defires of their hearts, if Gloath’d- in 
words, ‘would run to thé following: 
putpofe,---But, frfy this caution = 
Let not, shat offend pious earsy. which’ 
paffes in an impious heart; and which, 
for the fake of prety - (tho’, perhags, 
not without fome eel to: ie is 
saudi out into lights (os 


S a . « ~ . 
Se igte OSS og ‘ 5 . ft 
Fs 


pee a | 
é 


The Prowuicar es Paya, 


“OQ Thou! whofe Gmnnipotetice i ig 

™~ but a second: attribute, andia 
‘© proper - feryant ‘tor thy’ delight.’ 
“ Thou great Fountain of Plagfure} 
« as. fush J adore thee. Pleafure. 
c —— makes. me devout 3 and-let 

* Devotion advance :my Pleafure.’ 

¢6 : For. F amy not mope devout; _— 
| ete peat = ee m modett 5 
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“‘Snbodelt 3:1 afk nety.yets, for Hear 
“TVED -iGive. me ,.my , Heaven on. 

“ qqrth;, Let, Mabumec's paradile de, 

¢ {cend, and blefs me qn this fide the 

‘Sgrave.: Let my “Homur. toa fhine 

« before men. and let. none fee my. 
ee,  beart,~--but Thee. Noten Pel Cati sy: 
“OP fraudibus obyice nubam, Give my — 
«dnfts.a long, and profperous reign — 
*£ over me; and let not Religion ap- 
- proach to hurt me... Lead nig 
ee into, Temptation, and give nig 
«“ ftrength to comply with it. And 
“¢ deliver me from all evil, that may 
‘¢ mar tay delights. Let me be (as 
“J: have. been) a brute while I live, 
| ind ‘an angel (if — there. —_ 
“sien Tie.” ae 


+ chide ios ae ‘thock’d-a at & this: 2. 
Yes; ‘and the Profligate too... Few 
—_ the foulnels of. theit own: 


boa hearts. 


eae 


me 
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hearts. A famous Modern, when, 
in age he had loft his underftanding, 
pafling by.a. looking-glafs, cry’d out" 
in compaffion, “© Poor old man!’ 
not knowing it to be himfelf: ” Thus 
the Profligate, at fight of this mirror, 
equally ignorant, no doubt will : cry | 
out'in furprize, “ Horrid wretch | 
T anfwer, therefore, to the Qoetioa 
above, viz. Is it not worfe “than 
they deferve? That Men of Pleafire, 
themfelves haa Judges, —— the 
worft. 
In contraft to this (and fure it 
wants an antidote), accept that Piecé 
of Devotion you defir'd on yout 
Friend’ s account ;. and may it — 
of fore little fervice to o hin, ee 


= . .* ~ 
= : i tw 
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Deidit THoucnts yf ibe Retired 
_PENITENT. 


- TE S, bleffed, ever. bleffed be be 
fe Divine Indulgence for this. 

How wanted, how welcome, this 
« ‘Afylum? this Recefs? Here earth 
“holds, its peace ; and Heaven's 
“ voice can be heard. Heaven’s 
“voice, if we liften, ever {peaking 
“ in the human heart. Here let me 
“ commune with my fo long-anxi~ 
‘“ ous heart, which has frequently 


t e 


“© called on me for an audience, © 


“© and found me pre-engaged. Or 
« elfe, the rude world broke in on 
§ our conference; and fatally pufh’d 
“it off ‘till a farther day. Tho 
‘¢ (hocking to confider!) tho’ a de- 
“* pending meas: often chid my 
as delay, | 


oh While 
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cts While the Noife of the world 
 beats-its dram in -our ears; a 
© its Buftle, ‘and Huiry, thidiva its 
“¢ duft iri our eyes ; whe can hear 
“ithe fof. whifpers ‘of. Confcietice, 
or read. the. ftrong- demands of 
§* Reafon, . tho* written: in’ capitals, 
‘on the compos’d and difencharted 


© & hedrt ? EF -now read, ‘heat,’ ‘and 


 trémble. I tremble “at ‘that, » ‘in 
%owhich E-once. triumph’ di T bluff 
£< at-that, of which: ‘E, once, was Wain, 
* Oh, Pleafré., f. Phafure. f what art 
_ © thou? The death of Réeafon. And . 
with Reafon ‘dies ’the ‘whole Hea- 
“ven, as well as “Chata@ch; * of 
f®man 2S es a 


| «The dotid row a title beckien, 
«. stqhicdy “wrapid - frie - up: in night, 
“Took round, my ‘foul ‘enlasped't 
and fay, a: or what. am “I'? 
Meena. te es he ae nok ‘An 
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“ Ah Immenfity, avound:me!. ah 
« ee before me! ja Shadow, 
ie ey: Pleafure!. a Marnent, »my:‘Lime! 

a Vapour, my Life! And fhail'a 
&. Moment, Shade, Vapour, : engage 
«, -all my : Love? . engrofs all. my 
“ ‘Thought? : ‘Shall it bid an. Angel 
« from Heaven wait- my better lei- 
“¢ fure ? Bid the great Father.of. An- 
« “ gels defer his Call.’till To-morrow ? 
‘¢¢ _..What, O my Soul! If He fhould 
<¢ call:no: more !---Good God! If He 
$° fhould callno more? If He fhould 
* leave thee. to . thyfelf ?---Where, - 

“ then, is. Ffope? vai dla is 
4 Man! — 


ii: bie. delnents: Man, ‘the ‘firft 
“ moment he fets.up. for biméelf, | 
, and i impatient of controul, takes 
6, the tein into his own mad hands‘; | 
“ ‘the firft moment he is at liberty, 
. 20 ; “She 
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-¢ hé is the greateft of Slaves: -How 
' fhackled !> how: hartafs’d'! how 
* flary’d!:In the midft of his riots, 
what a Famine of joy ? None ‘can 
‘$ be wife for Time, that are fools 

_ © for Eternity... Dreadful: independ- 

“ence! the firft moment man quits 

‘¢ hold of his Creator, he drops! ia 

S diftraG@ion, and ruin,’ how. unfa- 


«6 thom’d his fall! . 


“St : Out of | iat Deep, I call unto 
-* Thee, O Lord! Lord, hear -niy 
“ voice. Diffolve the charm. that 
“ ties me down to Delights trifling, 
€¢ terreftrial, infernal ; and give mé 
<< wings to rife into day, and reach 
¢ the things that belong to my petice. 
* ‘Where is'the Créature, which thou 
s¢ —— ‘made? Where js the Heart, 

‘which thou haft ‘given? . This ‘fink 

“of oo this neft of all Vices! 

é¢ It 


On:-PLEASURE. xzo1. 
£"it could noticomne from,thee. No, I 
‘have fnateh’d it out of Thy blefled 
Chand, and-let it:falliin the mire: 
What is it to.me, that gy Merey 
SS as aver -all thy works; firice Lam 
-“* -ao¢ what.Thou haft made? . ° oe 
». Ehave flept ona precipice, and 
“-dreamt I was in Heaven. Slept 
“on its very brink; tho’ Vengeance 
“* frown’d over me, and Flames roar’d 
&beneath. . What Horrors awake 
med .;What a -Gulph lies before 
£° me! What. Mercy has fav’d. me! 
Where had -I been,. had J dy'd 
| SNefterday? Oh, let this Idad, this 
& mountainous load, .on my-Heart, _ 
“-fak me; lower, and lower ftlt, 
fisin Adoration, that.I. live! Had 1 
cfdelt ithefe pangs: ‘before,-—-before I 
§fchad: been reclaith’d..--Thou, that 
*¢ beatdft up the pillars:of the earth, 
a oR — © fupport 


193 ~~Oh PLEASU WE, 
et iny-dpirits s>-Where had t 
5 if Vefterday: had: ener 
waae ‘Where—ch where Ju 
&“-eternaltac|~-Ezernal }--8 ie 
& God: Almighty1 could: rien Pia: 


| nee talc end an: ee Day aR 


a | 


Be: Thou ploriousGod; desde 7 


4 the Thunder! let me clitnb:above 
4 Creation; and foar' inta thoughts 
“*.of Thee.--+How 1 wander. up.and 
“down, bewilder'd and .benighted, 
‘thro’ the doundie/s-of fuch 4 Com 
—*Stemplation? Where, what, who, 
«< how, art Thou? Source of:al) Be 
“ ing! Centre of all Good! Great 


« Antient of Days! before the birth 


‘* Of Time! beyond the comprehen 
*fion of Angels! Filler iof: Imogen 
“-fity4 who lookeft; down::.on; the 
<-hioheft'} and the Jowett dod fap» 
iet ee 


«we 
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a 
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+ “-Sippott oe. while -I labour. at 
: * forme: ies of. amy God-=—but T. la- 
56 hour in- vain. “Thou moft obvious, 
#.and moft occult! moft prefent, arid 
4 moft abfent- of Beings! how much 
—* of Thee is enjoy'd 2. How little of | 
| * Thee is bron? I am in Thee, 
‘F yet cannot fod Thee. I ean nei- 
“ther go from Fhet,; nor to Thee, 
#f Clouds; and thick darknefs are thy 
M pavilion !: Wonders. paifing won- 
« dere, thro’. the moment of Time, 
“and the immenfe of Ezeraity, 
§S:puard, and. agprandize, ihe tre- 
a) miei Throne te 


Clad * 
re 


: ae (Before Sc a Judge, O. my Sout! 
4# art thow. fo! plead thy caufe; to 
_ “© pour’ aut. thy. deep forrows, and 
‘AU deeper firs ;"to tremble out’ thy. 
ee complaint ? Ob! ‘let’ me annihi- 
—_ — before Him: - Nor 
ee -_ Wretch, 


- dent, and eternal ! fi, a, HS 
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« WA “retch,. nor, Maz, nor, Angels is 
ce “any thing 3 in, his fight, ‘till he is 
“ nothing in. his ; pwn... . Who,. Lord4 
cs ever thought on Thee, and, was, not 
w © éénfounded. ?.And give, me leave 
« to add, Who, Lord! ever-pray d te 
« Thee (as he ought), - _and: was; not 
 ble(s'd ? For which infinite mercy,’ 
« from the firft thrones in Heaven, 
to, the meaneft worms on earth, 
be. pay ‘d all homage, praife, and: 


« adoration ; conftant, profound, ar-: 


fy 3: 
a é - pe ‘ 
? . Pa) 3 
ys sen tc 3 t 
Part I. eee ee ee 
Rs ‘ i vg ee 


°° Are. they that pray; ble&’ F > — 


a "But what is that to me? Dare 1 


“s ‘to pray? to whom is Prayer ad- 
“« ‘ dreffed : ? Oh! how dreadful j in Ma~ 
« jefty! moredreadful i in Vengeance | 
g * Dreadful | to the Bef d . above! 


| ~ nore 
¥ eae oe B 
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© mote dreadful to Man! mote ftill - 
* to: thé. Sinder } what ‘then to the 
a deepeft in Sin? May not I then fay 
(as is faid,'Lord God Almighty, of . 


_ . “ thy. Bleffed Self), Hlel/ is open before’ 


“ me; Deftruttion hath no covering 2.’ 
* Where thén fhallI fly? I cannat fly * 
“C fram) thy prefence. I dare not 
“Mand, in it.’ “Should I fink to the’ 
a, cc centre, Tam ftill .in thy fight. 
«© Even Darknefs detects me! Even 
“Blight brings ‘me nigh! Oh! Thou 
“* that doft light the Sun, as a taper; 
‘¢ or tread it out,. asa ipark! Why 
Rill in being; a: Wretch. ever‘ de- 
“¢ ftin'd to:pain? Oh!‘ let me be 
ecard 5 OF, > det me be. T hine. . 


j é 


ne ‘And. oh a. caliek tadéed;? 
‘ am 1? What 4 nothing, compar’ ‘d, 
| «“ is Man ?>-Thou © that. roan 
« Bremity | [: my " foundation - is 

se 4 P 2 he the 


¢ 


2 oe ew 


156. On PLEASURE, 
« the duft. ‘Lord moft holy! I Iv Was: 
“: conceiv’d.in Sin, God moft migh-: 
“ ty what weaker than Man? Greatl’ 
Holy! Mighty! Three Perfons and: 
“ One God! Creator! .Redeemer ! 
« Santifier | Three Benefactors, and 
“ One Being! with what Indignation: 
“ muft'Thou behold.a wretch of fuch - 
“complicated guilt?.afinnerto'Fhee, 
“ to the public, and himfelf? Pa 


i. And dareI then approach? The 
se peefimaption, how; great? --- But: 
“greater to forbear. "To fin is bad = 
“To. delpair - is. fatal, Oh} moft: 
“ merciful: Jefus! what refuge, but 
“in Thee! Yet dare. I not, meet: thy. 
c“ face: I come trembling behind 
- ‘ Thee. If 1. touch, but the Hem 

« of thy: Garment,. i fhall be whole.. 

“ Even.dogs may-eat of the: crumbs | 

« bane fall. from:tlieiry malar’ ‘> tables: 


66 ...For 
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Ke .-For that bountiful grant; what 


‘“-adoratign, is dte ? -with proftras | 
v ‘tion profound, T cdanot but: adore. 
‘¢-—__What adoration is dqual? I can» 
Snot adoré aright. .Or could Fs 
“ Pm unworthy to lift an eye to thy 7 
$* throne: My Incenfé has ro baat 


“e ey anthem, no praife. ge Lee 
1 "3 

« ‘But thou, hack wide as - sili 

s ‘of Heaven, daft extend thy com- 
« paflionate arms to rective a re- 
“ turning world.’ ‘As the fands of the 


« fea are thy: mercies, anid (with. hor- 7 
* ror let me {peak it) my tranfgtef | 


« fions. I have look’ d_ on. an .un+ 


« feeling heart,. 2 as a quiet confci- 


« ence: On'a multitude of finners, 
ag “an: -apology’ for fin; Andon 
‘the fathion of ‘the world, as'a re= 


“é Beall’ of | thy Laws. ‘I have been 


« amen lor what Thou haft moft 
P 3 2 _bownti- 


- 
’ 


, 
ar so we 
a 


~w 
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_ § bountifully': given: ‘Senfeleds, - of — 
“¢ what Thou haft more: bountifully 
S* pramiféd': : Provoking,.: under: the 
“. greatéftiobligations: Peevifh, and 
a Leapetent, under the fmalleft evils: 


“by thy bleffings, inoft unblefd 
© I turn’d them into. poifon’; - and 
aS ed ved profpetity was undone, : 


poss q ‘ais fludied iniquity « as a aft 


. ence: Been vain’ of diftin@ion it 


Sit; and afham'd.of my: duty ‘TI 
s ite blufh’d.:at. the glance ‘of ‘4 
_-& man, and.a man‘moft miftaken’ 
§ and: fetmy. face as a flint-againft © 
‘‘yeafon, and againft Thee: I-havé 
‘even borrowed infidel. feraps for ° 
* the credit of ‘the day ; and-run in 
— debt-for deftruGion: Time given. 
*° for: repentanee,: I. turn’d over to 
56 — ‘and, made the divinesMetcy 
: ; 1 ag 
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Meg promoter of Siri. Nay,” I have 
¢¢'finn’d:' even beyond | my: ‘power. 
‘“. What fchemes: have I’ laid,‘ which 
ac thy: goodnels ‘difappointed ? How © 
~®'many ‘crimes have 1. cothiitned 
t which never came to o pais? 
a cca ae Mee Cae are sod 
-§ With fuch natiealite of in- 
« podlisel I quehch’d thy bleffed 
cs Spirit. ‘I have trod, with thy di- 
'vine Baws, thy” precious Blood 
“. under: foot. All this, Lord! thou 
_ & knoweft ; and -yet Ifill live: All 
6 this thou: haft feen ; and yet haft 
“thou held. thy peace. © Thou halt | 
tf thorten’d thine- arm: and curb’d 
“vengeance! in air’; tho’ call’ d-for 
“(if daring can tall: for ‘thy fogs 
‘§ ~~ to fallo on hai heads. 


-= 


st 
Oni 


me: 


How, — Lord! aft ” Thow 
iad “ fbome me? And forborne when 


* 
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* shine sscaws, wentiabsoad ¢;: Tho! = 
“ | flood jn, the Galt tank of offens » 
© ders 3 naz-qver lifted up the thield » 
. of devotion; quite naked. in fim » 
“ My.le6 vjtious companions fell fay » 
 quent.around me; and difmalwae » 
their fall... .F wath'd -off sits: mea » 
2 mory in the. next: welqome. de»: »? 
 bauch; and the juft rayf-of.ned 
“‘morfe but redoubled .my guilt, » 
“ by admonitions unadmopith’d, by: » 
* thy mercies unfoften’d, by:my.owa) ». 
fentiments unaw’d, by my gym *» 
* conviction unconvine’d, I cenfur’d. - 
“ their condu@, and trod gn in their 

* fteps. - I deploy’d their’ fad exit, 
and pofted on tp my.pwm Bos 

* caufe {par'd, when moft-ebnoxied » 
ous, I thought mylf immortals) » 
* In every path of Pleafure, in every; > 
: flight of ambition, what gay, fane.t 
* guing, multitudes of shofe; born!” 


~ © after 


PLEASURES 26¢° 
“ ‘Shek ag; RA i every p romife. of : 
lige to he plac'd before ne, have ¥ ” 
4 igen - rife, ‘bloam,- triuhiph, «  Jan= 
‘ guith, decay, andi did? What 3 a 
* myftery: “of “Mercy is this ? And _ 
“ what a miracle of ‘mednefs am I? _ 
“ Aumid this mighty field of mee | 
© ter ara E Rtill- alive ?---While B 
4 doaht if 2 fill Jive, Tlive on‘tin wy’. 
* crimes. “Nay, my very repentance: 
© increafes the number, ale 
“5 languid 5 fo far Shoat! af ey. 
66 * guile es Se. 


Re | 


3A 


an a : 
| Lord! from that: Gapegitcia’ 
‘ height, ‘towards which the Ghetu-" 
“ dims Bft up an eye in. vain, bow, ‘ 
a down *shine: ear, : ‘and. “hear. ~--O,, 

“ Lord’! Rear: ‘me not.. ‘For what - - 
< — to ; plead P ‘what excufe to” 3 


“ cover, 


yor )6=(On PEEASURE, 
“cover, what» ‘palliation: to foften, 
© my guilt ?-Can my * ‘oonfeffion of 
© fin weigh: aught i in. my favour ? I 
“ fear, not! a’grain : For wherefore 
“« have I confefledi my tranfereffiohs ? 
“ Becaufe L.could not’ conceak them. 
‘¢.. Thou knoweft even thofe, that aré 
“ unknown: to-myfelf. : But then, 
“ Lord! I have been tempted. Yess 
© and I have ‘courted: temptation. 
“ Frail: naturé has feduced me.--- 
‘f And: have I :not indulg’d my fe- 
“ducer ? Public example bore hard 
on me.---And I rejoic’d in that 
“ excufe. I have finned with my 
“ fathers, ---True, but I have finn’ d 
“beyond them.’ What age for in- 
“ dulgence has.fo loofen’d therein? 
“ And’ who, in ‘fuch -an -age; ‘has 
~~“ rufh’d farther cin: ill, bs Pecunl the, 
i hein at hed feet? ; 
4 z a a + Bag’ 


On PLEASURE.  :203 
_* But’ is ‘there nothing in coun- 
"e « tebalance no dawhings of good? 
no. pretenfions, at leaft, to virtue, 
«, to lighten ‘the loaded fcale ?: Yes; 
J have been -an:advecate for vir- 


: tue--—Fhat I: might remove all ob- 


 ftru@ions in vice: I have. gone 
-©¢6 thy femple-—But left.my: heart 
6 behind:--Nay, I have pray’d— 
-* But. with’d not. what I afk’dj) I 
“have aim’d at Humility—Out of 
_ “ pride.’ " I' have giveh---But with- 
out. charity, ‘I have been kind, 
* the very kindeft of: men---To gain 
. power of being cruel, as the moft 
‘€ malignant of foes. My. devotion 
“(to Thee has been. abfolutely de- 
** clin’d'; yet never have I repented, 
“but. of omifions in guilt: Nor 
. ever: had a darling joy, but what 
“is the — of my prefent grief.’ 
-  , © On 


- 
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© On ‘fearching my own heart, 
that! abyfs of ‘corruption; I find 
“ there is: hardly a virtte which my 
_  hypocrify has not worn, as a miafk; 
hardly a vice which my ee 
‘tion has not adted: under it. 
thefe abandon'd means ‘bangine 
into ‘diferedit ‘virtue the moft if he 
cere; and: making more heinous 
“the deepeft ‘of guilt: To the pub. 
ie | a fcarce lefs, perhicious pett, 
than a fatal aflaffin to inyfelf, 
«« Thus, Lord! alt my pleas but in 
cr flame. my indictment 5 and’ ‘feek-. : 
“ ing excules, but difcovers, BeW, 
“crimes, ~” Pe oe, Sahat 
oe ‘But, “as t aioies new crimes 
ce in “myfelf by my own awaken’d, 
© refleGion ; ‘by the gift of thy- grace, 
1 difcover 1 new. goodnels, new glo 
bee ries, “new, “wonders, in "Thee. ‘J. 
* ‘have 


On ‘PLEASURE. 


« ‘have liv’ din darknefs, i in the py 
«© dows of. eternal death. :1 wrapp’d 
cs myfelf up in. the world. I faw. 
« nothing ‘but: what had been’ ‘bet. 
“, fer- unfeen, what made me blind. 
“to Thee. But. now thy Divine 
Attributes break 4 in upon me, like | 
“6 the morning ; ; and awake me to 
cé thy prefence. - “Thee Thee in every’ 
«. ‘thing. And feein ea I adore, — 


“é Scoring tremble. 


*» ‘Js 
‘ 7 * Ov te, 


7 “ ‘Thine Actributes, at once, all 
“ lighten upon me ; ‘and ftrike me, 
“ ‘like him of Tarfus,: thy lefs perfe- 
7 cuting foe ; they ftrike me to the’ 
“duft. Thy moft.awful Omnipre- 
“ fence; 5 thy moft incomprehentible | 
ce Glory ; 3, thy moft unbounded Wit. 
a“ a. ; "txanitie Juftice ; and in- 
| 4 effable Goodnefs! Goodnefs, how 

2 | “ ineffable ? 


1 
h c 
o 2 ' 
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© ineffable? ‘And ‘to mie,’ Lord! to 


“ me info pportable. - ‘That chief 
“© caufe of my confufion! fevere 1 up- 
“ braider of my conduét! and ter-: 
“ rible aggravation of my guilt! If. 
“ thy Goodnefs thus pains me; what- 
“ then will thy Vengeance? : ‘When | 
“thy Vengeance awakes (cover me;: 
“ © ye mountains!) When thy Ven- 
“ seance awakes—-Oh! Meicy:! Mer- 
“cy! Mercy !---Thou mighty +o | 
“ fave! Oh! have mercy _ me! | 

 & eer mercy thou wilt ee thou: 
“ Father of all Mercies!. of Mercy. 
“ redundant, inexhauftible fource !- 
“ Thou wilt not condemn him,' who 
“condemns. himfelf... Who trem- 
‘¢ bles at his. own tribunal. Who is 
“ fcarce {truck with more horror’at: 


“ Vengeance, than: at Guilt. “At 


“ fuch 


— 


“ fuch Guilt!. and ito /uch 4 -Mafter 4 
“ whofe. bounties, enabled, me: . fo 
“fignally to fin;-and Who, my- 
“fin: fo —e: fo a over- 
« Took'di ae a a | 


& But I es ord! T an 
. ce Xe how dry. are thefe eyes ?. 
a ‘How. hard is. this ;heart ? --Strike. 
ce thou the rock, and the waters flow, 
« Let, not. him,. who groans under. 
“his tranfgreflions, grqan. under thy: 
a difpleafure. _ Thou Giver, Guider, 
“ Lover, yea, Buyer, of Souls! and, 
cc at what a Price? Who. doft ie 
‘ the very,thoughts of the wounded. 
« at heart ? Hear, pity, {fpare! Nov 
“ let the Lord be angry, if I: pre-- 
“ ‘fume to. add---Oh ! ! {pare: thy. pa-. 
“ ‘ ternal, tendernefs, Oh fave it from 


| « ' its averfion Its firange % WOF Ke Ven-- 


eo ee er "© geance 


ee ee ee eee AS te 
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* ‘pearide | is an aken to thy: rolt ati. 
‘@ able Nature,’ Ruin fs # fabreetign 
te tea aby thot — Sehemé: a on | 
rans Tho’ ‘common. fenie fas! ‘die 
* ferted me; and a legion polfefs’ d 
* me; Tho’ f Have contradiéted 'm my 
* own , teafon’s and fought my dwn 
© heart, which fidod' ih defenée of 
-& thy laws; Tho’ I have firugpled’ 
t hard for rrindiie®& ; and taken‘ruin 
v by force  ¥et let not’ cémpaffion 
“* be quite- a ftranger in ‘Heaven. 
«Bet mot thine atiger'bairtl for dver, 
“© Wherefore is the Lord angry, be+ 
 eaufé ¥ am @ finaet ? What ‘elfe 
can't Thou forgive? Becaufe my 
* fin is great? f pardon’d, thegreater 
“thy Glory. ‘Thy fervant is wick- 
ed: But ftill a fervant. Thy. fon 
© 4-prodigal :. But fill! a fon. Tho” 
“a fon's ‘duty has been wanting in 

66 me ; 
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€ me; lofenat Thou, boindlesLovef 
i“ all the bowels of a Father. Am 
«. not I the work of thy" hand? Do 
“ not defpife it -- Ani image of thy. 
i - Mdjelty?’ Do not blot it out. ‘The 

1 price ‘of thy Blood | Oh! caft it 
“6 not away’ Shall things: incom- 
‘e © patible combine to my_ déftrac- 
? x tion’? Can I be "related to Ruin, 
i and to Thee? “Let it be thy bleed 

 pleafure to reclaim, - not deftroy 
« ‘me: If deftroy’d,’ thy. foe will tri- 
“e umph : ‘Tf reclaim’ d,’ there 1 Is joy. 
“ec in Heaven ; “and. ten tintes ‘ten 
« thoufand will, fing praife round 
. thy throng. _ 


eras 


Pair Iv. 


‘ 6 + 5 : eos . 
ie eee Se Se . i x 


mG But f Pani paodont 8 4. or then 
os! ‘can ‘ be | unithed Pp iW Hat fthins 
‘® Can condemn, - if an’ ‘ Aarhiop 


Woe eg 


ee ee oe, Q° 4 & efeapes ? 
oe ae 4. 


Nae 
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"elcapes,? ‘The regions of darknele 
fare part, of thy Greation 5, and 
“ shorrors i infernal, were.not made im 
“ ‘vain. ,My.crimes,. in: them(elves, 
X how great? as committed in de-- 
“ fiance-of Infinite Majefly, they .are? 
« "greater. ftill. What then thall I fay? 
« To what fhadow of excufe thall L 
«« fly?---Pardon, Lard! the weakneli:. 
“ of my reafon, if I judge, or, ra- 
“ ther, hope, amifs : Thine Infinite 
g Majefy, feems- to plead for mes 
& , Fain would ¢ find an advocate jn: 
© shat ; in that very. caufe, which. 
ck ¢ mot heightens my aed schincls ge 


| * For what, my Lord! am ‘- 
a poor complex of littlenefs and va~ 
oo nity ; the very centre of Infirmi-: 
“ ties 5 a -combination of all caufes,: 
5 that can call for thy. compafhion.. 
. ‘rail fet ee Alceting, fpirit!. a. 


oo. 6 moth! 


Ov PLEASURE, ett 
fimoth! 2° wotm’! a flowetof- the 
“field! Fosday, vand’ not'to-mér= 
— at-morning, arid not'at night? 

not: mafter-of a“ mortent | not a 
Sanath fora. breege! ‘A’ dream! a 
*¢ vapour !.athadow t":a‘ thing f 
“ nought |: pofting' thro’ daily’ dowbe : 
ct ed datiger, toil’and ome mg 
ecaneai deft = aich aa 


$f “Sich: am it fach y was st made *, 
ans made by Thee: And. ‘ide, 
“9 Lord! wilt- Thou’ make: bare’ an 
‘apm Almighty ‘againft me? wilt 
thou lift up:a bolt, that éan cruth 
Creation, _ againft its meaneft 
“worm? (OB! pardori what diftrefy 
* ‘compels’ me’ to plead)" thine Infin 
rite Majefly declares againft it: 
“That refcues’ the Gnner, tho’ it en-. 
sc hanced thefin.: ‘Does not. my mean-. 
Se nels Aifaiin thy might’? Is ot the 


- | ® 2 “¢ great- 


212 Go PLEASURE, 

+ greatnefs.of the, offended, the of 
&¢ fender’s .defenoe P. I am, .indeed; 
«, unworthy, moft unworthy, thy-fax 
“ your: “But.am I not:unwarthy thy 
© yefentrmnent too? Thou that fiteeft 
Son the higheft Heavens, ‘and fee’ ft. 
“ ‘worlds infinite dance beneath thee, 
“ as atomsiin the Sun !---Wilt Thou; 
« oh! ! wilt Thou, not remember, that 
“ I am oe duft P | Lo: 


« Yes, Lord! Thou wilt} remem# 
ce ber it :. Thou- wilt, remember:thy: 
« ‘glorious Self; What antient days 
 refound ; What wonders Love Di- 
“vine has wrought of old. .Far.to 
«“ whom do L.cry? Art Thou not 
.“ He, to. whom.none ever cry din. 
© vain? Who created not, but:te 
“ blef&: Commands not, but to pre- 
t ferye: Nor, punifhes, byt: to reelaim.* 
cc Who. ‘has 3 not. more reliev'd, ‘thar’ 
mas) - © amaz’d, 


, fe a me a a 
‘ - 
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amaz’'d, with his extremities of 
“£-Lové | For, art thou not the fame 
$“Lotd, who; tho’ moft offended 
“as if thou wert the offender, -be- 
S-feeches us to be. reconcil’d ?) Whe 
“mourns over the impenitent? and 
- over the i impenitent for fins. againft 
“-Fimfelf ? And when: his forrow 
“S-ean't prevail, ‘even weeps in their 
“ flead ? Thofe tears, obdurate Fe- 
sc rufelem would. not fhed, did’ 
‘thou not «take to thy own bleffed 
© dds, which-overflowed at the baxe 
aS prafpect of its ruin? Who, with- 
‘out pious - terror; without, the 
“greateft. aftonifhment; ‘can think 
angi things? Or, who, with- 

© out comfort; ies greater aes 
” that? PENI te 

& Nie. pe’ our hae me ad 
aS 1 spar here; not only to befeech, 


Q 3 °° com= 


1484 On P LEASURE. | 
“icommiferate, and weep, -defcend- 
: *¢ ad the Lord of Gity, and Erermal 
--# Life, buttodie: And what'a death? 
$$ ‘And-after; what-a' life P A jlife of 
66: compafliohs, without nambersand 
“® beyond meafure: 'WHat' a fining 
& progrels, avliat - a ‘ftupendous: afte 
‘cent in love? He ‘meetsthe re- 
™ turning © Prodigal <'- Looks '¢ont- 
*t paffion off denying Peter: Rejetts 
XCnot ditbelieving "Thoras =" Admits 
“18 finful: Magdalen-: :Pasdons’' the 
taken Adulterefs:: And: affociatés 
~$ to Himfelf, iti Paradif (where:Ah- 
“oe gels caft their crowns ‘at hisfect), 
6: a- Thief from: the Crofs,:- What 
“$8 a nfarvellous and ‘wioft adoralile 
. glimax is This? And is it poffibte 
€ for Love to rife: higher fill? Oh! 
eet it: ile higher, and reach even 
# me Tah Bad gina ? 


‘ . - . . 
: taty ay ca i : 4 , 
CaS se ae okt geek 
CS ee a smh fe : ot 
é 

"lo ~ 

Se 
“” 


i 


“: What am 7, Thou moft exube- 

fe rant ‘fountais:, of. ‘Love! thal 

: # fhould fet:a. bourid ta. fach com- 
te paflion as: this ? ‘Can, Ocean be re- 

if pell’d by -a- fingle Gtain“on the 

<< fhore ?. What a triumph of merey 

“«e to. pluck the. ruin’d from ruin? 

_ ¢ What an Omnipotent aGion to fave 

¢ 6 the. moft loft ?. The’ ‘Pleafure has 

a foal’d me: tho’ Reafon, Con{cience, 

ae ‘Heaven, nay:and Earth'too, in one 

* {cale, hasbeen outweigh’d by a fea- 

; , « ther in: the other, tho’,. with E/aw, 

©] fold. my birthright for, nothing ; 

no yet, Lord! let,thefe diftraGions of 

_ + S¢thought, thefe convulfionsof heart, 

-j#-thefe pangs ‘of. the wretch,. if- not 

_oSfthe prayer of the.penitent, reach 

fe the! foot of ‘thy. Throne::: For his 

i dear fake who. fpar'd riot his. moft 

ne precious ‘blood ; Oh! spares. par- 

ssf don, blefs ; yes, blefs me, even me, 

Q |; 4. | 66 QO 
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0 my Father |. ¥e3,Thow allafur® 
& rounding, all. -pervading, all-fuf 
‘Ge taining, and all-bleffing Majelty 

¢ of Heaven! bleg. facicsiiaes me ©) 
: Py, God {-. tei wi boty 3 


{ 4 


oa «  Thoy L ae tan oavecth shy 
« ‘moyth,. at thunders.25 Hf. thou;ifo- 
“ eft thine eye, the, Sun, s dark: 
“ ‘ Who hbaft thy way.in the «whirl 
" wind ; and walkeft on the. wings 
& ef ie wind 3. Who. fitteft. above 
& the Heavens,, and hideft thy. faot>- 
we fteps in the great Desp! But. (above 
& al}, whole fupgrahundant - Eflus , 
« ENCE, whole Ocean: of Love, yer 
t flows the whole Greation| add. to 
& thefe wonders one ‘wouder MOre-++ - 
be the F ‘orgivenels of Guilt like mines 
be Hear. ths. fopphiant: vpices. fee the 
. bleeding bofam, thele: throws, thefo: 
“ throbs, of the molt. yilevand abanis. 
(aa | ; i DO ae “ don’ d 


Gr PLEASURE ayy 
ba \donid---but. rmaft hepeniseht, -? 
A “heartbroken ob mene segs 


AS ‘ opt, ae st fal ate 


“, Then, Lord leone the ake 
es will not complain. My joy hall 
“‘ burft its .way thro’ the-frowns:of 
“.the-world ‘and the’ fhadows’ of 
“< death, Then—“ Bleffings and Ho- 

* pwr, and Glary, ord Power’, be to 
$6 dhime who fitteph ‘on tha These, anal 
‘2p the Lamb,’ w who nails fin to. his 
Hi Grofs!?4~/Thus will. E-fing in {pie 
‘Sof my erdans |" Thus will I fing 
‘swith -tmy: laft!: expirinp * breath ! 
‘«“ Thas: will E fing, for: avery and | 
oo a ie ale 

case iain © my Soal ! ‘Amen; 
hee 0 18 Aamein.! Rea anes : 

(ad: See oe | ce 

“This Sir is peri ai | 
denit,.: perfederihg -dpirit of addre&; 
| — to the fate of the 


pos ae _perfon 


cane One k ERA GRE. 
Jperfon from. ann i6.- te 
may poftibly {partly at leaft)-fui¢ fome 
-others. And I thought i itinhumaa, — 
. he gaze, fo-long!as 1 have-done, on 
: the difeate, withoutjaiming at feme 
lexpedient:to mitipate ‘ins malignity. 
‘There is 2 sae iapnees aang: 
we = koe; Sir, there fare actress 
, Quictitte in Devotion, Saints:of great 
_sepofe in Prayer, whe may cénfliee. 
this, as too warm. But, when fhoal 
awe be warm, if nbtavhes our fiter- 
pity. is at ftake:? . hall! wer be warm 
_jn- our, Vices?. and cdol i im: apr; R¢- 
“pentance? Were our paffions: given 
or nothing? :or given only as ithe 
fervants of Sin? Is:it not Heaven, 
put i its reverfe, that is-ta. be. takenthy 
Wiolence ?. I, therefore, yop this dif- 
/pate, ‘not. only _as‘€ iagt, -byb 
Une ifical.. tea: Ear, if ‘there, is; 
i> a ce a or 


. (On PLEASURE. “atg 
‘iGod; all our affeGioiis are‘too feeble, _ 
cai the wings of our foul.are ta few, 
:to'be put forth in purfuit of : his fa- 
our’; -and being “languid in Devo- 
tion, . is, -being-folemnly undevout:-ff _ 
there isa God, he gave usour paffions, © 
swell: as ourreafon; they, thereford, 
-as welkas reafon, fhould aifift in his 
ifétvice. > Arid, indeed, seafon with- 
' Jeut: them, tho’ it may loudly telf, 
will but lamely :perform, .our. duty. 
‘Bfow: preat\ 2 part’ of the Seripttire. 
- tuft thefe niens kind of criticifm'ex- 
‘plode ?: ‘Poor David muft break ‘his 
harp left it give offence: Even Ani- 
pels have their paflions, nor-are: any 
‘beings exempt from the seed of them | 
‘on ‘this fide the Throne of God. — 
Whatever exemption fome may fancy 
the their’ ‘own ‘favour, Tet us, who 
‘Have: feen ‘the - neceflity of Devotion 
be! dthiers, not ‘neglect our own, Nor, 
Nae! | in 


az Dd PLEASURE. ~ 
fa the «pride: obanktrudting, kl 
ern me Ms NR ee 
ea os Ss al Ge: 
- ¥bu: arid d, aie friend! die-wadar: 
“two difadvantdgen inithisipoint: The: 
watld's) example; anal our own years. . 
dt.id.an ‘wndevoueage: And:will-yau: 
aot. be flirpiiz'd to hear: me fay, that 
-ours isian. undevaut périod of lifea--- 
Yet is-it-shoft certain, that there'is a 
wenderefs of heart, anda fufcépti- 
bility ofawe, with:regard to Gad, ‘as 
-wellasman, in youth, which, inmoft,. 
asiwanungiaftetwards =: This want is. 
an.eneniy we niuft.fight, and, fer- 
went prayer, that /wond of the [pirss, 
as. the, beft: weapon :againft himi. 
— Boayert, because the moft eafy of du- 
ties; feems,: with many, the hardeft 
to .be:performed.. It: cofts them :fo 
dutle ‘pains, they: think they may as — 
_ dwell letipalone. '. Whereas, it is the 


Li : »  ‘fupreme, | 


On PLEASURE. at 
{upreme, the great, mother-daty; ; all. 
other duties, and virtues, are its pro~ 
geny ; are broughtforth, nurs’d, nou- 
tifh’d, and fuftain’d by. it. ‘Devotion 
is the fole afylum of human frailty;: 
and fole fupport of Heavenly Perfee~’ 
tion: It is the golden chain of union: 
between Heaven and Earth; keeps’ 
open the. blefied communication. : 


~--Geminig; facit commercia regni, 
*  Craup,. 


He that hi never shiek can never 
conceive, and he that has pray'd as he 
ought, can- never forget, how much 
is ‘to 0 be gain’d My Lae a ; 


Dear Sir, 7 
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LIF E’s REVIE W. 


Dear Sit, 
ree es N this and the followiig. | 
41 BS Letter I thall touch on five 


Mwam points: Life's Review: The 
General Caufe of Security in Sins 
Thoughts for Age: The Dignity of 
Man: The Centaur’s Reftoration to 
Humanity. The three firft are na- 
turally fuggefted to me, by the 
world’s wickednefs, and our own : 


and our advanced time of life. The bie 


forth, vive, | The ~~ of Man, 
mei 


226 LIRE'’s REVIEW. 

is naturally fuggefted by the notoré 
‘ety of its reverfe in thofe, for whofe 
fake thefe Letters are principally writL 
ten. For who can look on Lucifer 
in his abyf, without thinking of that 
height from which he fell? By which 
‘alone we can take any juft meafure 
of his calamity. Aad the fifth point, 
wiz. TheCentaur’s Refloration te Hu- 
manity, is forceably impos'd on me 
by the tranfporting thought, that fuch 
‘an event is poffible. | Yet, fhould it 
‘take place, pofterity will fcarcé be- 
‘lieve: it: Annalium: mfirorues labo 
: rabit fides. iL. Pio. oo 
J begin with the Reviéw if bill 
Bi that, | though chiefly: for our 
“own fakes, yet ‘alfo fot the fake: of 
‘all our “grey-headed Boys, ag Sid- 
“bury, Torrifimond, Fronfide, Bic.’ for 
: tho” beafts of fo > grofs a-clafs as they 
ae . choofe 
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choofe to rank with, {carce deferve 
to be brought to the Manage, yet 
Pupils not yet expelled the School of | 
Life, ought ftill, if poffible, to be 
taught the. Leffon. they have- fo: long 
neglected ; and J offer myfelf gladly 
for their tutor ; though I fear they 
wee prefer a Zetanothrem*.to an 
<Apotheofis = their erudition will not 
owks them at.a lofs to asia what 
dL mean, ©. . 


There is nothing of which men are 
more | liberal than. their good advice, 
‘be their ftack of it ever. fo {mall ; 
‘becaufe it feems to carry in it an in- : 
timation of our own influence, im- 
portance, or worth, We (for. you 
-approv'd it; we, I fay) have beftow’d | 
‘abundance ‘of. it on our Centaurs, 
which, T fear, will bring us in but 


a + 8# #& Medicine to. take out Wrinkles. | 
en as R 2 | little 


Lo 


228 LIFE’ REVIEW. - 
little thanks, Let us, therefore, re~ 
‘turn from abroad, come to ourfelves; 
and fee if our export of wifdom may. 
‘not be wanted at home. We have 
-cenfur'd the aged ; are we not fuch 
ourfelves ? Is’ there ‘no folly to ‘he 
‘found, but at affemblies and maf- 
‘querades? Ori is folly not folly, _be- 
‘eaufe it hits our own tafte? Let:us 
-Jay the line to our own conduat: Let 
us drop foreign ware, and put our- 
‘felves into the {cale. . - 
“Yes, my friend! let us make a 
‘fhort vifit to our former felves. They 
dre, indeed, great: ftrangers ; ; Nor. 
“much to be lik’d: Yet ‘is it a vvilit 
‘all fhould make who with well: to 
‘the future of life. Atk you, “ “What 
-<© advantage from it ?” "---It is: the 
- only way of taking my Centaur s* 


* In the F rontifpiece,, 
3 | advice, 


LIFEs REVIEW. = 229. 
advice, and Knowing ourfelves. A 
_ man can fee himfelf in retrofpection.. 
only. “When warm ‘in action, he 3 iS. 
ever: looking’ on fomething elfe: on. 
his point in view: Or, if he could fee. 
himéelf, he could. not. judge -aright,. 
either. of himfelf, or others. . While 
_ Warm in action, prejudices, and paf-. 

- fions; excited bythe #hen prefent ob-: 
jects, and incidents, corrupt his judg= © 
ment... But in a cool review, he be-. 
"comes rather a By-flander, than the’ 
Party; and is patient of truth. His. . 
then former rivals are no longer ri-— 
vals; therefore he Judges better of 
Mer. His former points of view are 
‘no longer points of view ; therefore 
he judges better of zhings, He can 
judge, ‘nay he cannot but judge, as 

_ impartially, of himéelf, as of the reft 
7 of, mankind, | . 
“ R30 “Wifdom | 
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“Wiftom is the growth of: expeti= 
efice: But experience’ ‘is mot ‘the 
growth of action, but of refle@ion oni 
"In an active life is own the feed 

of wifdom’; but he; who reflects riot, 
néver reaps 5 ‘has no harveft from it ; 
but carries the burthen of age,’ with~ 
out ‘the wages of experience ; “nor 
knows himfelf old, but from’ his 7a- 
firmities, the parith-regifter, and the. 
contempt of ‘mankind. . And what 
has age, if it has not! efteem § Poe “Te 
seed acl : : 
Starting; my. fiend ! ik the 
fame goal, thro’ different paths, which 
fever’d our fortune, not our affection, 
we have run our race} and now ap~ 
proach i its end. Jaded ‘with ¢ our Jong 
journey, the {pur of ambition blunted, 
and our fpirits oft their fpeed, we are 
glad of ‘reft. In which, Refledtion 
3 on 
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on the. paft js not only x/efu/, ‘but: 
extremely. natural, ,, Look on .the 
Roeimy -{ea, whole billows reach the. 
elouds 3, then on, the peaceful Jake; 
where, the feather, or fallen. leaf, lies 
unmovd; and you fee the di ifference 
between the cool evening, and warm 

meridian | of man. Refleéion. is as 
natural to gne, as action to the other, 
Unattive youth, and unreflecting age, 
are equal blanks in the book of life., 
Maa varies no lefs than thofe varying 
‘ynfetts at which he wonders. In his 
morning, he crawls ; long ere noon, 
flutters and flies; at evening, chill’d 
into lanpuor, creeps into.corners, lies 
‘hidy:and fleeps ;. or, if awake, hay- 
ing but little ground before him, nor 
that the beft ; -how naturally he looks 
‘back. on the path? How naturally his 
‘winter’ s evening calls. for its tale? 
and 49 felf. love, what tale fa tiatyral 
c ssh R + | a = 


My ee, 


$32 - L LPE's! REV FE W:. iB 
as QUE own. How idke -foever : opts: 
Fale has. been, if we-can «draw. fome'..; 
moral fromm it)” that will abate its ins. 
fignificanee,. and give: it fome: Jatle.. 
weight . by irons ak us, wiles for thé = 
future. cei. Fs Oe ee at 
ae ome gg Sey aN cars 
And want pe not to be wifer ?: Osp 3 
how many: fruitlefs friendships, ilk: 
judg’ d enmities,’ rafh,’ prefumptions,: 
cowardly defpairs, unmanly flatteries; 
hold. indecencies, idle fchemes, airy: 
hopes, groundlefs fears, opportunities ia 
Joft; admonitions flighted,...efeapes - » 
unacknowleged, evils improved, bléeffs .. .: 
ings neglected, and trifles admired ; 
on what a fwarm of infirmities I'look 
back. with fhame ?. Haw ambitious. :: 
have we been in “out attachments; ' 
not aware that all, moft-worth our-; 
ambition, we -can . give. ourfelves:?: : 
How fearful of eupeneety not aware"? 
| that, 


~ 


parol 


_ LIPWS REVIEW. agg: | 
that; till ic! efeapes: the gripe; and 
takes its flight into fome prudent ufe,: “ 
| money'is not wealth; that‘ it traly* 8 
becomes ours only by our parting with’ - 
it» How fond have we been of ap~ 
plaufe, not aware that human, -fe. 
parate from fuperior, applaufe, is the 
greateft vanity, as well: as: the moft 
_continon purfuit, in life? How plainly - 
I now. fee, that few things-are more « 
petnicious than too. keen an appetite. ~ 
for applaufe,, except a bold defiance 
of juft reproach ?. That ‘makes .coxs: - 

combs; this, felons; this calls:for des i 
teflation 5 rf aa for esi Zz 
ops eon 
How: eens do I now: ins dies : 
our ignorance -has been.great?::-Flow: =| 
often: have.we: been fo idle as tacom- +! 
plain: of our: wants ; . that: is, sof ott» | 
capacity of being happy-: For, rwiths « {8 
out rand there would-be no defiress: 
ae oe | | and, 


— 
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and, without defixes, no, gratification, 

of them’; and, without gratification, 

of Sele, no happinefs; tor human. 

happisels,. nay the happinefs. of ,all 
created beings,., conlafts in nemhing 

elfe. as oe sae at 2 


What o on, » retrofpedt appears to.me. 
to be the capital weaknefs of man; 
is, that, ftrange.afcendant which hig 
wifhes have over his underftanding.s 
It is this makes a Geatgur. . How of- 
ten have we Jook’d on our wifhes as 
infallible arguments for the certaindy 
of what we defir’d ; when. others Aw 
it was an impoffible point ? and of 
this capital weaknels, - a: capital. in- 
ftance is, that dying men.can fearce 
believe that they fhall die.. Are we 
mot now as thofe yellow. autumn 
leaves, which the firft blaft fmerps 
ar Yet, we. fem ita think, the 
de oo preen 
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préén bud yk more tenacious hal 
| the hal os | 
bi On farther’ review, thie is frangst 
Rill: Our friends are our ftrongeft 
ties to life: When thefe are cut, 
what but folly can renew the charm? — 
‘What re-engage our difenchanted, 
hearts ? and what, in my retrofpect, 
is an objet miore obvious, or ftriking, 
than yonder enfigns of Death ? How 
the tyrant triumphs? What numerous 
mofiuments rife o’er the cold bofoms 
that once warmly receiv’d us? That 
fhar'd our councils; our ambitions, 
our pleafures,. and our hearts ? their 
epitaphs collected would make a vo- 
ume: ‘A volume how inftrudiive, if 
réad aright ? A friend’s monument is 
a'friend’s legacy ; and a richer to the 
¢onfiderate, than any parchment,can 
convey. | What, for the moft parr, 
oe ay | is 


: ; 
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18: human wifdom, but the melan- 
choly growth of a bleeding heart ? | 
~The thought of death is the direét- 
ing helm of life, and he efpeaks a 
wreck, who lays it aids, 
OQ my friend! how rapid the hi-. 
man march ? Men are in haft ; how . 
they hurry o’er the ftage ? Where are 
thofe luminariesin every various walk 
of fame, in every kind of excellence, 
and renown, who moft fir’ d our am- 
bition, and pravok’d our envy ? Are 
they not pafs'd away as April thadows 
o'er the field ; or, by the fire-fide, a 
winter’s tale? Are not thofe far-feen, 
fhining lights gone out apace after 
one another, as little fparks in the 
fir'd leaf or paper, leaving us nothing 
but athes behind : ? And ‘in their. afhes 
is there nothing to be found b but Sor- 
Tow? | 


| LIFE’s REVIEW. ogy 
‘row ? may we not light on a lietle 
prudence i in them ? - : 


~ Sorrow, indeed , predominates, Oh, 
‘recent wound ! Sorrow how jutt ? 
| Whom loft we the very laft moon ? 
_--Loft we? that is vainly faid : 
Whom loft-the public ? > Whom the 
whole nation ? Few has left it more 
worthy all love, and efteem, than our 
friend deceas'd*. He was made by 
nature to be belov’d; and. intitled by 
-yirtue to be admir’ i. 


- Quem Jemper amatum, | 
Semper boaratm,j fic cDii voluiftis, 
_ Aabebo. a &y YER, 


“Wel had it — if we, like him, | 
had fought cfrecm ; but we would not 


“* & Sir FS, 
| pay 


tke. 


pay the price. Love we.;thouglhit 
would come cheaper.; .and feeking 
that, were in danger of lofing both. 
The wife world will part with no- 
thing, but by force., Love. can’t he 
compell’ d,.Efteem may. And, when 
it is, we lay i in it, at the fame time, 
the fureft foundation for lafting lave: 


My retrofpect fhews me a tranfr- 
tory love of which we have been, ,tgo 
fond. A love often: beftow’d by 
great ones, on thofe whom they can- 
not efteem.. This love, fuppofing it 
fterling, I .(fultus ago +) return’d in 
kind: But I do. not repent it,,-J 
may not repent of my virtue; For, 
my friend! there are two forts, of 
charity .in.the world, and. which, the 
- ogreateft, is hard ta fay. We. ane 
bound in compaflion, to help the 
| poor to five, and the. rich to enjoy ; 
“who feel a pain peculiar to them- 

felves, 


LYFEs REVIEW. 239 
felves, that of being mock’d by abun: 
dance; which: detties ‘them their ex- 
pedted happinefs happinels i in ‘pro- 
portion to their: purfé.° Al'Y learn 
from fuch ardent lovers (for fuch vee 
werally they are) is, that it is dan- 
gerous to dip in moft men below the 
furface, left our curiofity fhould rob | 
us of our good opinion of them. 
Much decorum, little homage, is re-- 
--qguifite. My whole life tells me, that 
@juft demand for cfcem is faered, but 
rare.’ We may well afford to pay it, 
When it #s'dve.: Nor muft our Lve 
te ‘with-held, where it.is sot, Uni- 
—-wverfal love ‘enjoin’d, ib defign’d ‘as 

an antidote againft reciprocal con- 
‘tempt and-as-a difcipline to humah 
pride, which mutt ftadp:to love men 
-in: their infirmities and faults: Nor 
48-1t nore-our duty, ‘than:-our prur 
dence ; _ vad eaold we = quat- 


a ane tee 
“SLID. a a pool . £er 
« = 
ae : - ka 
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ter for our own, which both tell’ us 
of others faults; and bid’ us forgive 
them, For many of them we fhould 
not fufpect, but from the whifpers of 
their’ parallels. in our own bofonis. 
And therefore, by not forgiving them, 
we condemn ourfelves. If, then, we 
would be forgiven by ourfelves,’ or 
others, we muft forgive. A truth for 
which I thank my prefent Review.” 


What I like leaft in this furvey, 
for fear it fhould prove our own cafe, 
is this; I find old men apt to think 
well of themfelves, not becaufe they 
fly vice, but becaufe vice is fled ; re» 
pute themfelves virtuous, becaufe free 
from boys offences ; fet down impo- 
tence for victory ; and triumph,’ be- 
‘caufe they have not fought, becaufe 
they meet no foe. And what makes 
 meev en tremble, is, I fee fome, who, 

oo blame- 
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Blametef in youth, are overtaken by 
folly whentity years, atid (of all fights 
the. molt deplorable l} I feé them: 
drapy’d by ‘their? white beatds: into’ 
the fouleft endrmities, Faults which 
are the natural growth of the diftingt 
periods: of. life, may meet with fone 
toleration: But:the monftrous gtowtlt | 
of vites.out of féafon ‘tio wnian {pares © 
Becaufe the hot-beds'of Lacifer only 
Gam ‘raife- Pring in. reas nature 
bar Io" hands: ee. 3 

| Heavdnavert — us fick aq: eid! h 
- far fiom blanselefs was our: bepin- 
hing. In our early days (call’d the’ 
days.of innocence), we had our little 
villainies; ‘our vice iv miniature: ‘As 
| years-and ‘temptations increafed, im 
years’ lefs ripe, ‘than im‘iniquity, we 
werd BO paty criminals; before we: 


H 


were: mien, We: with-d) indeed; for | 


Ss. — wifdom ; 
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wildom ; but. what. wifdem <woyld: 
have avoided, we made our: fayouri 

choice ; what, wifdom would. baye | 
chofen, v we bid wait. ill to-morrow, 
Frequent were our quarrels with QUE; 
faults; s but: rarely, puth' ‘don, tora part- 
ing. - Pleafure had - its. charms;: and, 
Virtue its efforts;- : ‘and fometimes, j uz, 
a paffion, threw. its Rider: ...But trie 
) umaphs of paffion are but fhort :. .No 
rebukes fo powerful,as thofe from our, 
own conduct. Affords not this, theng 
a ftrong caution for the. future 2 The 
diftempers ¢ of the paft periods. of. our. 
~ lives. are ate b belt. antxiotes, 3 toe thofe 
to aii Sete a oe 


¢ ‘ 
eso 


. adipsia a ae me, It was, 
mow, open wat with our Enemy ; > 
now perfec, peace : How eafy Sin 
fat ¢ on our. hearts ;. ‘and call'd. ittelé, 
fii: ‘wien Soa ‘thing. but what 

it 
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it wag? When fome merciful difci- 
pline awak’d us from our trance, we 
fought’; und we ‘¢ofiquer'd: ‘But ‘what 
was our ‘conqueft ? fuch: ds rather 

datr’d our wrong enjoyments, 7 
wedded 1 us clofely to the right, ~ 
calFd. the right our beloved, 
fpoufe ; but often committed adul! 
tery againft it ;-thus.lofing the joys 

both of thefimner, and the faint; So 

__ motley’a créatureis man: As muta- 
bie, as God i is fix’d. Ours, indeed, 
was no uncommon cafe :' But others 
faults are not our abfolution. An. 
abfolution it is however, with which 
many are content : Tho’ his Holinefs 
could {carce give his mash one more 
ineffedtual borighd vain. ° 


| Who 3 Is 1 my * dea fiend,’ i hae 
cari abfolve ‘us, of condemn 2 Look ; 
thro ey whole palt life, and an-, 


S§ 2 Lwer. 


— 
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-fwer. What year, nay, what‘ day, 
has pafs'd unim power d to vouch for! 
His clement, and abfolute reign? Sée’ 
E not, in numberlefs Snlancks: the’ 
naked. hand: of Providence ‘ftreteh’d’ 
out, as itwere, on this fide the clouds,’ 
pointing us to Good? Now, fhewing} 
how little this world can give; by’ 
pouring of us the full enjoyment oF 
it; to turn our hearts on‘ a’ better.’ 
Now, ‘thewing us, by the’ calamities 
of others, how much we may fufter 
in this world; to keep us in awe, tho” 
durfelves were unhurt, | ‘Now, ‘bréak-’ 
ing to ieces, all our own’ fchemes; 
and ribog our happinefs out of their 
‘Fuins3;‘to teach us humility, grati- 

tude, and on whom to ely ; fhew- 
ing us, that moft of our triumphs are 
errors 5 and ° ‘our difappoihtments, 
efcapes, | Now bringing us, ‘when 
moft fecure, to ‘the ‘brink’ of the- 

2 io grave 5 


~ 
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_ ‘fave; to reprefs prefumption, Now 
foatching us from it, when paft all 
humat help; to kindle devotion, and 
forbid the pain of defpair. ‘New de- 
feating us.in fpite of all ovr wifdoin ; ; 
now bleffing us in {pite of all out 
folly : Blefling, to fweeten life 3 thé 
contrary; to wean us from it. ‘And 
thus, in both worlds to provide for 
our welfare, as far. as the nature of 
were will admit. 


What a holed had of biving 
Goodnefs is this? The wifeft cannot 
pay half its due in their higheft opi- 
nion, nor the beft in their profound- 
eft acknowlegement, of it. “And _ 
can we not fhew as inglorious. a-por- 
trait of human weaknels in ourfelves? 
How are our two different paths of 
life equally ftrew’d over with follies ? 
with follies thick as Autumn leaves! 

- S 3 but 
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faults: So:numerous.both, that Iam 
quite difinclin’d:te look longer back+ 
fome change of thought... And: hete, 
- fhall only.add, that man overlooks 
the moft inftrudtive beok: in shis ita 
#9 ‘if ” ated not —— grceaby 
" ies ie ee 2 BOAT” 
“And 1 now,: . sion ici wil: rl 
that how u/feful, and sardnal, foever 
Life’s Review may be,: yet you can 
find but. little pleafure in, it: :In it 
there is no pleafure: ta be found, :biat 
what has.coft usfomepain; butwhat 
We haye fought out way to,.thraugh 
_nature’s-perverfe byafs, and befieoing 
temptations. Unbought. -plerfare tis 
_-gmotithe growth of: earths. Lhisiis'a - 
“madlitant flate 5 ner -muft many e- 
--buckle- his armaur,. tilt he: puts:50 
this. fhroud:: For the: mot. vi@ocicas 


et ee veteran 


DIREV-REVFEW-, aay 
weteran may meet with: ‘a defeati' No: 
thing: in ‘Life’s:Review.can ‘give dé- 
ight, bor-whicowe niay:call our thd: 
*phies,::orifpoils taken:in: ‘War, All 
iad chapeau Gress 2 - en 


o 
ea 


sae mw 


5 What ees I faidiPovanth’d ai asa 

pie |. Would-to Ged-it:was!. "tis. 

noi! Far from it! Every. moment is 
_wamiortal f- Every mbment: fhall re- 
‘turn, and lay its whole freight, no- 
nthing: loft, its.every whifper,? evety” 
: thought, before the Throne: The 
ithrone of -Him who fent it to man 
zon-that commiffion ; and commands’ 
-\ebatk,.at the ftated day, to make 
=Itereport ; to.be regifter'd in eternity, 

for the perufal .of: Angels, and: the 
sjuftfication-of their King. Tell our 
~gay stuiflers, ‘that: there is no fuch 
thing asa: trifle. upon earth. Can 
anything be a‘trifle that hasan ef- 
atass ae S 4 fect 
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fedteteenal? Tell-them, tho! they ane: 
fo well affur'd,: thet there:i3 nothing: 
{erious upon earth, that Time; to man," 
1s, in fome refpeGs, a more ferious fea- 
fon than Eternity :. That dasEtemity 
is abfolutely the creature of Time:,- 
That ?tis foul, er, fair, rejoices, or fa-'- 
mignts, -as.’‘Tinic, oninipotent-“Fime | , 
(that trifle which they throw.away).o8~ 
dains its fate, If. they doubce. it,.. leg? , 
them afk their jovial campanion, wh 
ass of their ee daft, night. .. 
Bar gah “" 
aie my mae ! have wmade-ai } 
marl many,:a :better, -ufe:of.tinier'' 
than..we. have Hone, - Many: have. 
beeh, more criminal ;. “TARY; - ‘meses 
innocent. But, Ae men imagine: \ ; 
that innocent, -whichi has:a wegative. 4 
guilt, An idle day is a guilty: dayyin 
in 3 life. fo fhogt: and : _precafiqus:;:( \ 
= more than buman thought can 


carry, 


LYM REVIEW 976° 
camry; incumbent-6h a7, ‘There ate 
not:more fpots in ‘the 92 ‘thaw i 
the lite: not: a Saint. SPOR, 

pee tae Nag wea eile ela, 
‘What thin sided iy friend? : 
at half a glance thro” life, f perceive, ‘ 
that; tho” we haved ‘madé' a’ thift to 
creep out “of! ‘the Ahigean’ ‘Stable, “yet | 

have we not’ fcaled ‘the temple “ae 
Virtue: T ho’ we madé the choice of 
Flercules, ‘yet we wanted his ftrength: | 
Tho’ we, fometimes, top’d’ oné hea ° 
"of the FTydra ; yet,. too often, feven 
fhot ‘up'in ‘its ftead. ‘Whereas; | on, 
the contrary, ‘they that have ‘been 7 
Tong’ tofs'd by folly, when once Tand- » 
ed°on a good life, fhould burn their cE 
prips 5 say Céfar orice burnt thofe of ; 
his legions on ‘the Britift “coalts ft | 
mean, that’ the warmeft Refolution hi 
frou Fdettrey the ha defite ‘of em- > 

vee * ‘barking © 


Looe 
Pr a ee 


pso UTEE'x REVUE W: 
barking in, ify entk fo render ‘ai nee 
_ impratticable.: JY: ey ol iy id 


n 7 r 
mec ea aie) CPven 8 oak x , 


Bach, the, | being’ ‘itr forhle: ate 
pane Jo lenders iour..‘preterice to 
‘wifdom) it becomes us to pive thofe, 
whom we have fo freely treated, their. 
revenge. To confefs, that, tho’ we 
are not quite Horizvgtah, syet'nei-— 
ther ate we'quite Upright; and, tho’ 
we have. fet up for Reformers: a 
are we not, oe Mia, sa SR 
| A man my fiend! ina abies 
being 5 2. great rarity.s 3 .thereare-tnit 
- few ta be found, . A. manis:encei~ . 
alted character, doubly, greats: hinis 
an hero, and, aking, . Rew lings! dee 
fp great _as.,to sign. over théir:obvn 
| hearts; Few, heroes. {. eager 
to. drive dousinions, prings 
teers, before them, Both ck re 


in 
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in: a-rend anon >: Hewzanks, in:waalitg, 
but a little lower.:than. the Angel: 
Nor long, fo low.—-O friend | man 
asaavonderful being! Anon, T-will 
dell-thee: what thow art; and: (mvark 
en forge ae — 
a ee es ee aes 

she prc, as Thie.-Dare-we 
‘Gay, hat swe are.artiv'd at the cha- 
-aacter Lhave-mention’d? No, .. Dare 
= fay, Ft ‘was-not-in. Gur power? 

No.---Why then this cowardice in a 
»pofible: Hero? ‘Why this difloyalty to 
thimfelf; in.a pafidde King?’ Whenee 
-this reproach’ to reafon, and immor- 
ctality:?.- Whence this inglorious, ‘and 
sabiqtute ‘defertion front our godlike 
ifelves?:.Sounds:that too high ?—In 
swale image were. wé made ? I fore- 
ee your: objeion 5 3° E prant that 
spear — + But F quit-nat 


a 


ant LIEEY REVIEW. 
my: point 5 ddare dffirm, thay beings 
which: are fred, vational, and immor> 
tal anidy: ibe Gdds-in due time; thro! 
| Diesizke Goa, — — wh 
es aes ie be : 
| JHerdepleeable‘car diftarive | a 
it? Whence this «asmanly defect? 
Know we not that, unlefs our. con~: 
duct: is that. of ‘a nan, it: had. been: 
better-for ns, iiftima lower :fpecies had: 
falleb out lat!’ Why. were: we call'd. 
into being ?. What we: havé enjoy’d- 
already.:. poorky "pays our mother’s 
pain;..and.dur.awn..- Wouldft thou 
repeat thy part id the comedy ? act 
it oer again 2 Wouldft :thou be: re> 
jumbled. in this rough Fi ido cart}, 
drage’d om by thofe: two. fkeletons;. 
half-flatw'd Jfope;, and panting Ex» 
pettation,.thro’ bad:roads;!nme wottfe, 
and worfe, ahd thy felloiw-{trollers in 
x. conftantt anes againft both 
a thy 


LIRESREVERWS 453 
thy. ‘payc: and -thy -applaufe s pour 
webl ddenee : thy spars _Jp- perfor mid 3 
how! Peggt foewer a thy: iadulgenee, ig: 
to them?-—- Ehow would. ads. | Here 
and there, ‘indged,, we :might. pick, . 
up.a lucky hous, ofdigye vetanda kag 
pito, that might make us fmiléeagain. 
But nature, and indeed, reafon, ftarts 
back at..the Whole; + If: we. thould 
find a fingll:pead inane. oyster :of a 
— it swank, a bal acta bs 

Site fo life, ao 


” Would dro, fn aes £0, “bed F 
Na, nature fhudders at it: That, 
horn of. the alternative wounds more 
than: the former ; If {95 our wilhes,; 
as well’ as, 0F nature, puch us intg 
Eternity, «And: fhalk we fear, what. 
— wewith? Bear it. we mult, unle& 
we provide a good reception there, 
Wee have provided for the to-mor- 

: . TOW, - 
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sow, .and. tesmidrrow: wens: fie 
fied: J¢-we'provide far eternity, our 
fatisfaction: will: be: full> We huve 
provided for many Years; for ‘more 
than we fhall ever fee; but not il 
eo wind never. ‘end? 

How iad the can oti dear: 
| fellow-criminal ! in us, who were not 
blind to the ‘rand futurity, were not 
cold to ‘the. Divine Rewards ;: to ‘let 
the glowing thoughts of iontriortatity? 
-{6 far mingle with the dregs of : fenfe? 
Is not’ this, with the wings of af €d-' 
gle, to drop ‘into the mite? There: 
—jies the Pleafare of which the world 
is fo *forid. - ‘That -hane’ of private 
Property, that: prefage of ‘public Sla- 
very, that fure Annihilation of .a-tas. 
‘tional’ Creature, and Creation of | es 
Wretch eternal. It has robb'd Bart 

° 


The Ginkas: CAUSES, ae¢ 
Souls; than the bady colled@tive of ull 
ethet evils. difchanging : ther: whole 


seiaiaons Taan.i Wega fot bag yes a 
aot fg J escr e We hisrts ame oar ne 

- Our wenkneby” rand:osdr. foccity 
under the conifequences' of it, is no 
uncommon: cafe. - Blathing. I. look 
round for ‘ite fatal Gaufe. :And.do Tt 
not, find. it, -where, if found, it. mauft 


- 4, 


-ingreafe. my ceafufien? Do Inet find. 


it in, the graat-Goadne/t of God? If 


fo; how; must that reproach: and 


lsand :the deep. ingratiti:de vali “man i? 
Setit hin Ifind it there, - 


ae ata! eee Dies tee yes is - 
Ti Gonna CAUSE - Srcv~ 
BiG os ae its SIN. _— 


rior esate my good Fiend ! 
a What ¢ can hedo that v ventures ta, 


continue in Sin} ? He cannot defy the 
Wrath 


cal 


ace heGrndtar CAUSD . 
Wreath ‘Disiwe 3) that cis ot!in: mai 
He ganndt aidqpiekce! unaler the. tens 
aie dhits:cotdequesuc: He minft theree 
fore prefume on divine meray: .. * 
* know myfelf worthlefs, yet earth: 
¢ pours ite cblbflings. i loaow niy- 
def wenhlef;: yer: Heaven buys 
“|! nie iwitly its: blood. .What is to bet 
€ gtat'd, .what: is: inot.. toi be howdy 
¥ from fuch.a God? Be my crimes 
€: mthat: chéy “will).. fome. yet! unvee 
‘& vedlDexpadiene wilt: be:fouisd for! 
F:amy:: fafetya: Soa Gods is. Loves* 
Thos; pofhbhy, he: mag reafon:: Anti 
thus, at.onee; dolswo firings things: 
Cite Scripture to his ruin; and make 
theomércies. sad God fara erman.. 
__God, jaled is aes But fhall 
man “therefore beé'a ‘montter sf And 
a monfter’ in ‘the judgment | ‘of all 
_ All confefs that” theré is an 
ad- 


of Sacurrr? in SIN, 25% 
admirable confent between the pre: 
bepts of virtue, and the fentiments 
of our common reafon: . All confeé 
that virtue receives a conftant appro+ 
bation’ from the uniform verdi& of 
our. conifciences,. All. confefs, that. . 

virtue ptactis’d, ‘brings in-the greateft 
Rappitiels. to fociety : He, : therefore, 
that is not virtuous, can give him- 
felf no fatisfadoty ‘account, why. he 
was born: either:with reafon, or con- 
{elence, or ‘a -defire of appinefs: 
Since he has nothing of . what. they 


all demand from:him.° And, there- 


fore, he muft appedr an unaccount- 
able being; that is a monfter, not 
* to others, but himéelf. 


This is more than sional to make 
vice our averfion, tho’ God were Love 
to. that abfurd degree, which our 
folly may fancy, and which our vice 

a | T . mot 
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taoft: certainly withes;: ‘and: wanits 
But there is-rio:/ach Loye-in Him eit 
“is blafphemous-to: fuppofe ati: - God “4 
: Love, ‘and: therefore->= what?:: Fhat 
‘which many* may: Ieaft- expect--- 
therefore Gad is rerribves For-wherive 
arifes His marvellous Love: te. mag ? 
Of man He has no need ; the Di 
vine Happiness ; is complete: In ‘map 
‘He fees no merit; -He knows 'weare 
worthlefs, as: well’ as we ourfelves : 
:-But then, far . better: than’ we, He 
‘-kriows that we are---Jnimortak That 
- therefore (moft interefting, and. meft | 
alarming: thought:!) that therefese, 
we — i or eng, ——, | 
re _o ritoft alfred, ble 
- Friend! his regard for maix. ‘Hence, 
. fora worm, to-day crawling ‘outiof 
_ the earth y arid to-morrow ‘more de~ 
~fpicably fill, ‘craving: Hate: certup- 


tion ; 


ef Skeparr, mSIN. Sas 

‘treaty; hie. Compadiion,! his Splicitude, 
sha Gbdecilebedd: an high 5 and all 
the avondless of his Loves: Wonders? 
tae-inuich tore than wonders, toman; 
~they:are Whnders in: Heayen |) They 
sftrike: wath: aimazement, the. asia An- 
_—e _— 2. git. £8 


2 ort? ri 
pr “Gonlcious. o hen own Lamar’ 
-qrasvft thou {carve believe. that Divine 
- nduiloeneefhouid thusabound? Cen- 
» fiderz- God; indeed, call’d us out of 
‘the duff... But He call’d us into an 
eternity: An eternity, henceforward, 
wommenfurate with his; own: And | 
{hall sot: his Goneern: be commenfu- 
rate in degree, bear a proportion to 
« dais gffe2: Shall not-one:fhew as much 
oof thie Great God, as the other? As 
jubte has made us. Immortal 3 he has 
.oinade us. allo Endanger d, creatures. 
-Arsaguresthat mult, neceflarily, ftand | 
ene T 2 the 


| the mott, ‘mpostansyt,and jacnetire 

-henfible,, confequence -of their: owst 
| doubtful, conduct for .evets 1 Does-notl 
this abate, thy. furprize.at fuch aban 
dant indulgence ?, It myuft,, if. Godds 
Lave, and. vouchfafes to. look. on ius 
in the mention’d light... In.that light 
He looks on: us.... Thence his, aniret 
_ than paternal Bowel of Com paiiioss 
‘for. the moft., unworthy;.of tabi 
Thence his. O; ninot ainda 
giving proofs of his Loven. | <2 eeys? 


~ eo if} has 


But shy. fay’ ft thou,: ‘is. this, loye. 
tirviile} ? Is not that love eof terrible 
which tells us we are in danger of be- 
f liy undone ?..and ¢his-love 

tells x us s fo ; for (as.1 conceiye). it RES 
ver had. exifted,. had. not thar. beta 
our: cafe... hoi rang ian pious 


MN eg 


ee i 4 Ve - 
4 } é i - is Paine : Bae: : as Pwye 4 Te) 1 Sut Me 
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“ow dedp; then} ane deplorable, 
is their miftake,; whd: iprefdme to ‘fin; 
Beda God isfo: goods" when God 
ig’ f6-good: ‘putely becaé: He ‘kiiows 
that: ptefumption ’ ‘will ‘be: their rain ? 
Whe 'prefunie on ‘inipunity for Sin; 
bécaulé God: is ‘fo good';” ‘when God 
i {6 pood, ‘purely: becaufe'He knows | 
‘thaeSin, and Impunity, aré‘incompa- | 
tiblé? Sich men ‘make a‘ demonftra- 
tier oF theirdanger, the-bafis of their 
Security ; and-féar nothing, becaufe — 
an Omnipotence, that is folicitous 
for their welfare, gives proof that He 
i ch Sage of their deftruion. 


“a 


. =38ueh men: hea il. “Stilt. shoe; 
experience cannot ‘egnvince them. 
Wat their- -exiperience: of every day; 
every hour proves to be true,’ they 
will not believe: They doubt, if they 
thalt be (not to ufe a harfher word) 
_ = a con- 


t 
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condémin’ od for theit Y Sins: Yet they 
iow that’ they fhalt die. / ‘Now, ‘4§- a3 
‘take it, their death is’ a prelude, and 
“affurance, of their futuré condemnas 
‘tion’: For, if Beings, ‘originally i in 
‘mortal, die for another’s Sin, cait: it 
“he ‘doubted, ‘ but that - they: fhiall'be 
‘condemn ct for their own? Arid-thie | 
‘ death (whichis a demenftration tae 
“Sin-fhall not’ ef {cape unpunifhed) 4 is 
' unavoidable; they are coiivinced by 
their Sener: Unlefs aur Centaurs, 
therefore, lay aftde their fenfes, as 
‘well as their reafon, for: the’ future 
“they mutt forego hopes too: frequent, 
and too fanguine, among them. -'Nor 
“Jonger turn'a proof ‘of Immortality 
‘into a. prefuniption ° on’ impunity ; 
_ Heaven’ s indulgence, into ‘deftrae- 
“tion 3 and: gather poifon - ‘from the 
“ree of tite ae ae ere a feet cere ie 


Wi 


bas > 
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ak knew-noty my; friend | if, others: 
have urged the. -arguinents, with 
separd:.to the. caufe of: Ged’s: great 
indulgence to. man, and the certainty 
of: punithment for Sin; bug to me 
they appear.of a very’ weighty and 
pfteGing nature, There are fomé 
truths.of the Jaft moment to .men} 
jwhich, .at: firft, afpect, have fome- 

-what furprifing in them: They re- 
quite, -and. me sii our. : fecond 
shonghe, iy ah 


cE 2s na 


grt. Tiwill ome you two ; -one hea 
Scripture; - 3° one: from, my - own 
thoughts: With the. Lord. there B 
(ARLEN, therefore frall He be feared. 
With. man -there..ix immoriality, 
* sherefare foal he tremble. -~Tremble 
oat binafelf f: Tremble at. his owt 
power, which can give: what. coleut 
he will to a whole eternity. Tremble. 
wroiua i » =y- 4. | . at 


Fh, 
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qt : hin own. glory 5 shat he, bas. Ah- 
gels for his quard,;,andpn Almighty 
for, his friend, » ¥sp,:tegmble stalk} 
that night incline - bias 40. triumph + 
Thele grandeurs, that. infpire -prees 
fumption; inereale danger: Are magr? 
nificent. aflurances . that,-he, mal; be:3 
plunged beyond bape ; bedoh. pati 
TCEIEY Gs Paws eee Ha rontvied . 
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“Ged, pear forbids ous de(paine 
But not becaufe his Love will favesis> 
in our Sins; but. -becaufe defpair- Roper: 
all effort at amendment ; ;- aadwithe: 
out it his Love dditea welfare ans,» 
Val}. | His Lave. is fuch, .as, fougiue- 2 
vs encouragement, -and fupporty im: 
every. thing,..but Sins Such}) asy too! 
fuppart: ‘our. {pirits amid, the fins: of!" 
a falling. world 5, bug not -undet-«hdo 
cloud. ¢ of que, arse Bailes! Sioa 

Pbses oe e ppassr NEY DIOVE ‘347 “od! 


gteyo! : . This, 


oe et de wm 
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- hit hg Wight a pas 8P Se 
peurt; whic: has ai lou? ont te ine 
foine: eyes 3" atid with others’ Gries 
ruing ity’ credit > Werk out your Tat? 
ution with Fear ‘and ‘Lrembling’: a AY 
frase text to:thole;’ who' fear and * 
tremble ‘at: nothin ing’ > much as ‘at a” 
difappointrnént in’ their lufts. “Our” 
Salvation muft be work’d out : With- 
ing, and willing, will not bring it ; 
| hoping, arid confiding, will t hot’ pro-. 
eure it; t will not come by see 3 
ne, nor by: pift,’ and’ infafion, 
mut be-work’d out with Fear ; met 
caufe fear‘is ‘the ® ftrongeft guard: of 
diligence, without which,’ this work ° 
- casingr go-on 3° and’ with Trembling,” 
defi we fhould fail ‘in: this: ‘important _ 
woskyieft we fhould think too li ghtly © 
ofthe Divine Fuftice; and fet our rvety. 7 
confidence! {houkt betray’ tis," even ” 
tho’ we were good men: For good 
Hl? men 


3 
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bac they: artive :atit: For.telly.is 
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tnéal have fail’d: purely from. a: bodd 
opinidn ‘of “their own! fkate, «Foo. 


“Pood Opinion begets: — Seeu- 
rity begets ‘Negligence 5°: yoand Seglin 
‘gence, ‘Temptation ; | vt “Tempea- 
tion, a Fall: And.-(if unrepented):a 
“Ball into that: fate, where our: fr 


with will bé, that we neverhad: ben 
‘borii}; and-(worfe ftill !} where there 


‘js no-Jaffi “Pain is ometimer: {6 great 
‘even: bere\that-we: lof our feres:s 
‘there it'will be far greater 5 and: (how. 
‘terrible. to: fay * our Fomeg' = hl 


be loft. 
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oO ae Be < ee eae fate.y we, a. 

fland; ‘That poft of wildom,, if 
ever mep-are wilg : Which is the. £g3- 
-fon why. they-with.: it.-may.. be. Jong 


the 
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the favautite of mankind: - And is i¢ 
nob‘our.owi ?:Tho’ there we fland, 
swe fcaree believe: it;: f@ much .our 
withes obftruct our belief: Or, bee 
Jieving, {chroe know what being there 
means; fo..much familiarity takes 
‘away our attention and robs things 
ref their power torfirtke ftrong ob our 
-minds.. . Exeraity hes fo often paf'd 
_ nr; ips, thak it: has forgot its: way fo 
 -ourliearts. Did it enter:there, would 
it. not; extinguth .every earth-born 
-paflion in jt? Yes; as. the Sun, the 
{malleft ipark of fe 


The’ we fland en its awful brink, | 
fuch our leaden biafs to the world, 
We turn. out faces ‘the wrong way. 5 
‘we are fill looking‘ on our.old ac- 
-quaintance, Time ; though; aw, fo 

<ayafted and reduced, that .we.can fee 
_— more of him thant his wirigs and 
 S his 
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his 3 /eythe : : Our age inlarges his wings 
to. our imagination ; and our .feaz of 
death, his., {cythe ; 3. AS, Ting himfelf 
prows'] lefs. ‘Fis confumption i is:deep 
His annihilation is at hand, 


_ 
wy thet 


Should i wet heat tora, yoann 
dind Jook on eternity ? That:glorious. 
home of all that furvives, ..and. Out 
fhines the Sun ; that. Kip 
Souls Immortal! Of Immortal. ‘Souls,, 
Time is only the | ‘maturing worhb;, 
from: eternity they wait their reqf, 
birth. Are we, my. F riend ! ma-, 
ttired ? Or thall we prove abortive to. 
the world of glory ?. If we were. ma; 
ture, why tarry here. fo ‘fong?. By, 
protracting life, Heaven fhews not.its, 
_ favour to thofe that a are “fit t to die. Ie 
not, the bufinefs of our day undongy; 
the ‘caufe why we ate. fuffered to. fit. 
: yack late? To be fo. » Jong. | On ONE! 


wear y 
aL aes, 


Pe 
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weeaty, dupe, ‘ahey the © coiion ‘hour 
to 2 htimain eft? I fear it 1s, ‘J much 
feat we are permitted t to live, putely 
becautfe-—“we' ido not delerve it ma 


ee F TE, cs ae. Pe a ee - 


Pte oT ee 


Is it not, (my languid fellow-tra+ 
wellet ih’ the deep vale of years!) high 
tirte® to:be wifet ? ‘left the greateft of. 
i fHould ‘fall on ils, that of bes. 

Wile tod fated: ‘Which i Is ‘the molt. 
emphatieal définition of a a, Fool. The. 
world is worn out to us ; and we are. 
Worn out to the world. ' ' The world,, 
which knows! itsown intereft, quits Us), ; 
aS tats a ruin’d houfe; ifwe -knew¢ Ours; | 
fhbiild’ we not quit 1 the world, as bees . 
an ‘exhauifted ‘flower 7 We can ‘make. 
no mote honey of it.;’ its | fweets are. 
pa Where are its Seti {weet 


>be 2H 


us n out 


ayo “Taoucnts foro AME. 

out our weary WAY, thro’ the:dutk of 
ojife, ta. our: final: home ? Shall :-10t 
the. diffoly’d enchantment fet - the 
captive free? Are we Lorvifmond s, 
or Sudbury’s? Shall our -dotage r= 
-yét our’ chains, when kind: mature | 
would knock them off? To -{peak.a 
-Janguage even Centaurs:may undet- 
© yet win the game. egeagr edgy 


. Gonfider ; are we fcheming fiilk? 
ftretching out a trembling hand; 
which wants. to: be fupported, . to 
grafp at the nothing that . conies 
“next ? Any. thing now:gain’d wduld 
rather mock, than: enrich: us.3 can 
any thing enrich, that cannot be.en- 
ap joy d?. Grafp at new: faculties; and 
“ new powers, if thow can’ ft-find:them, 
-or new objects will only. laugh: usto 
| : feo. - But shaft; thou even: ste, 
a es, : ; ] 


THovertis foc AGE. 29% 
lelthewalac: we things: iss in: propor- 
i¢ioryto.dur terns in them, «their pride 
at wa a ness ae ees lows 


4 


a oe a re 


: mae re ee : 
4 “itis a. oe thie to eso vi 


— ee-have ail, arid tovlaugh at that 
— ichéat wore, which iy ‘ever. ftealing ovr 
heaits, * “But ye 18 - lag uncommon, As | 
“good. | ? Heiiee,.‘feniors dre’ milkitig | 
the world after it-is dry. Is it- riot 
a fhame that we fhould be oleaning 
“ foblunary firaws, when-our harveft 
Joflife is over? hoping an after-crop 
-c{n ut flubble? Tho’ called to dia- 
sams, where harveft.is perpetual ; 
where.an harveft,-mare than golden, 
“profufely crowns an 1 eternal 2 aerial 

SFO 8G Toi ee. 3 : 

itt Assto:the ‘pa which. is° fo much 
 feat'd y the dark, fubterranean entry 
“to future life; inte- which our weak. 
. " inagination peeps, arid ftarts back, as 
te a a child 
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a child: at. a thadow ; all thanks te. 
the blefied Gofpel, we know what 
will light ue up a. lamp. in it, and. 
leflen its formidable gloom. I 
have feen a Death-bed, the reverfe: 
of poor Alsswent’s; where the bys 
fianders were.the greateft fufferers;: 


and the King of terror, by chrifti+ 


an patience, was overmatch’d. . The . 
power of Religion shone: out with+ 


' - out a veil; nor could any rifing ful’. 


picions of Hypocrify dim its Luftre. 
In fuch Scenes as thefe the human : 
heart is no longer inviftble to -man 5 ° 
and a plimpfe of Heaven is difcover+ 

ed in fuch a fight. . wn. ae 


7 

We ‘know: what can make ii. 
fleep {weetly: in the duft: What casi - 
{moath the rough tranfition ; foften | 
death into a fort of tranflation, which — 


\ \ 
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interrupts - not -(bleffed be’ God !). 
our exiftence ; nor our peace. . In: 
peace have many dy’d; and, there-’ 
fdre, “tis certain, all may: ‘ The whole | 
fecret’ for obtaining that peace is'an 
abfolute refienation tothe moft High} - 
~ whicly ‘{as hard a tafk as it {eems to: 
fome) at the bottom: ig no more thar - 
owning him to be God. “And‘a ‘con= 
traty condu@ ° (as little as ’tis confi- . 
a atheifm; partial atheifm, in. 
te At-is queftioning fome of his-At- - 
sribuoee, the’ notdenyinga Ged. May - 


that peace be thine! ‘My. heart beats: 


with ardor for thy prefent peace, -atid - 
future blifs, May I. fhare’ i «with. 
thee! What a poor broken embrace, 
what a fad fragment of friead{hip, is 
thae which:ends.at the grave? Such a * 
tranfitary tie gives:a feeond dart to : 


_ death; and a double diffolution to> — 


ee Ut departing 


274 THoucus for AGE, 
> departing man.’ . That of ' foul and 
ety {carce more > fevere, uae 


| Would to. Heaven! ote all: fiiend- 
oe were, evidently, friendfhips. of 
Immortal mien. - Such, I- mean) ‘ds 
. gave proof of their having each others 
eternal interefts ‘at heart.. « Modera, 
at leat, fafhionable, friendthip flows 
from a polluted fource ; it taftes.too 
ftrong: ‘of Earth ;. idiaobe the ‘leat. 
tinéture of Maz (as above defcribed).';: 
without the leaft {pirit of Lamortality: 
in it.. Nay, worfe ; it often {prings 
from caufes that will: not -bear the 
lipht; and refembles the dark ftreais 
of. Alpheus,-and Arethufa, that min 
gle under ground :: Ie fhould rather 
refemble: Eridanus, which is-faid:to 
flow-from Heaven.: -3"> vaya 
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How many liave we of thefe fub- 
tetrariedn attachments } P What “is it 
ties our Centaurs together i ih: fo long 
ia firing’? ?—- - Leapitig- together the 
fame barriers of the decent, ‘and the - 
* jus. Fanging .the fame. forbidden 
grounds ; gorging at the fame man- 
ger; neighing the fame inflamma- 
tory: tune ;- or being. daily rid, ‘and 
darely-gall’d,, by the domineering iri- 
renee OF ‘the’ a _— d- mi 
feel. oe ee 


a fiach as sana iia | 
liege to levy a Lapithean. infantry | 
_ fufigient fuccefsfully to. carry.on.the 
war now, open d againft them. -«-. 
As. Chiron blew. the trumpet: which 
call’d the Greeks to the fiege of Troy ; 
I hear there is a modern Ghiron, who 
founds’ as marly inftruments, as: Ve | 
éusbadnezar did to f{ummon his ido- 
U 2 laters 
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‘Naters ; atid that he raifes forces, atid 
_ ceafes not to carry on'the war’ ‘ata 
waft expence. Doubtlefs he was type- 
fied of. old by pee who is faid 3 in 
Virgil . pot : 


+ . ] iw { 
, a 


Ere ciere vires, martengue accepdere 
cantu. oe & &, See 

_ For my own » part my. Friend rl 
“fanfy ‘my campaign. will foon: be 
over. I have frequent pains = “And, 
‘Ithink, I hear the Matter call. Jf 
fo, fhould we not leave: this world, 
though not yet admitted of the next | Pp 
Have-we not ‘been, thro’ life,, anxi- 
outly providing one year for the next? 
And fhall we grudge to pay half that 
Asad for. an. Eternity? - ene 
7 “Confider, my ‘ial Friend! 
Ahould we not leave the. worl, be- 


- fore - 
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fore the world leaves.us? It is difmal 
.to be left. -There isa noble abfence 

from Earth, while wé are yet on it: 
And thete is a nobler intimacy with 
Heaven, while we are yet beneath it. 
If our affection flies thither, we fhall 
be welcom’d by fuperior Beings, ‘and 
_ not be miffed by’men, who delight in 
“2 novelties or, if miffed, admir’d the 
“more for ‘being once in the right. 
“T hey‘ muft be fornewhat out of this 
“world, wlio would be deep in the 
“concerns of the next: And is it not 
time we fhould be fo? Till the bufi- 
"nef of Hfe’ (as tis call’d) is over, its 
real bufinefs ; 1s rarely begun : Nor al- 
“ways then: Age is apt | to carry its 
* allow’d title to repofe too far: Age is 
the moft bufy period of human life. : 
_ But its tranfactions are not with men. 
Therefore that ‘abfence above, men- 
“toned ‘i is‘moft fit for us. It is a 
~ YD. U 2 fort: 
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fort of third fate between this world | 
and the next, “How proper then for 
the reception of thofe, whofe term is - | 
out, ‘here, according to the common 
age « of: man. P . 


v 
cr e 


-- 


“Kad can ‘it be ‘hard hes ‘us -ta* 
lay this world afide, fince they that’ 
have’ far'd beft-in the world, have 
only. the feweft “objections againft 
it. Is it not an old tragi-comedy 
read over and over, eas byn no 
means, : 


"Dees rapetita placebje , “pr 


| T5 fpeak j in” ‘the: A iil taad Rite of 

comedy, Man is a mule, of mix’d- 
origin, of Ficaven and Earth; Earth: 
has” had more’ than its hate of: ys 5 “ 
give” ‘Aleaven’ the’ reft: And- that for 
a a daidble ‘valet (All know that. = 


_ 


° 
x 7 e 
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1s. ife’s cordial : It works miracles ; > 
without happinefs i it makes menhap- 
py. . What ‘have been all the plea- - 
fares of ‘our former years, but j joy- 
ous prophecies, and bold. promifes j in 
the name of to-morrow ? Worldly 
Hopz in age expires, If he provides 
not-another hope,. a man. of years,. 
and a man of mifery, mean the fame 
thing, Therefore the fame fteps are 
to:be taken whether we would fweeten 
the remaining dreg of life, or provide 
a re for eternity. 


The! ‘worldly: withes, which.an old 
man fends out, are like Veah’s ‘dove; 5 
_ they.cannot. find:whereon to, light; 
avid; muft .return; to his own. heart 
qpjaint for reft: His natural; and, | per- 
haps, moft- allowable and proper with 
is-for.refped. -But.refpect for age is 
a irtue. 1 need fay no more to .con- 

U4 vince 
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vince-him : how Hittle of: it he mu 
expcedt,:.-, And, -indead; he -but,:aih: 
deferves it -fromi. ethers, .avho, by 
' doating on the Ketan aa it. star 
himielf, . eae Oe ae 


ye Se Ee ee 
| When teas drives - the: wotld: 
| | from us, or djfeafe confines us. toous:; 
chamber, hall we not be:all alome!: 
with the great Father of {pirits, amd 
Searcher of hearts?- Is.‘it not: worth: 
while a little beforehand to -practife * 
our Leffon, that we. may be:the bet-': 
ter prepared to fuftain: fuch an inter-:: 
 ylew ? Our-wildom cannot add:to the. 
days, but it.can Jighten the burden; . 
of life ;.and leffen the terrars:of:death. | 
Death, forgot in. youth: is folly 5 iw: 
age, madnefs.., With. regard: to: that’: 
King of Terrors, bow. niany, in: years | 
ini the: — of youth; 3) fori it.: 
poe is 


isimpofible it fhould beldng'te tothem:” 
Happy they ! whom death, when he: 
eqmes; fhall find at home {his Vili: 


will have Tefs: of | terror ih; ‘it. Out! 
of pure decency to the Dignity: of 


human nature, of which the decays 

and imperfections fhould -itot*be ex- 
pofed; Men in years, by recefs, fliould” 
fling a iveil. over them, and: to the 
world be-a little bury’d, ‘before they: 
aré intert’d. “Ari old man’s too great 
fainiliarity with. the public is an in 
dignity to the human nature;- and‘a’ 


neglect of the Divine. ' A greater in=' | 


tercourfe with it than the' calls of duty” 
and virtue demand, As indecent, i irres* 


ligious; and: contemptible; peaking’ - 


acquiefcence i in contempt, dotage’on * 
the warld,. and oblivion.’of Eternity." 
Fis fancying himfelf -to-be ftill pro-" 
potly one: of this world, -and ‘on a 


ve com. 


\ 
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common fogt with the teft of map. 
kind, is, as if a man getting drunk, ) 
in the morning, after a long nap, 
lifting his drowfy. lds at. age 
sire take it ca break. of soy. : 
"But grant. —_ os a fill, - this. 
world ; » grant him . all jt can: give 5 
What is this world, but ‘a. machine: 
play’ don us by our great, cucmy. tog: 
the diffipation of human, ‘thoughts: 
| whofe fcatter’d rays muft- be colleg,- 
ed; as it were, to. a focal point, im 
_ order. duly to warm. our devotion: ¢ 
and fet a pious heart.on.fre? And: 
can any happinefs fubift in age with, 
out. piety? Ampoilible!, Its intimacy, 
with.the world, is-not; forthe plean 
fares it can give; they ase patty, £13 
purely to diflodge the. thoughts of, 
death, hich; mirede. ‘at al feafon. 3: 
= as _. that. 


eat ee P< oe 
a“ 
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that is, it is purely ‘to decline sa —_— 
_ of Heaven,” a 

Why, my. Friend! is our. ve of 
Trial extended beyond the expira~_ 
~ tion of the common Term ? Is it not 
indulg’d to the great need our paft 
conduct has of it? And fhall our 
folly reverfe the kind j intention of that: 
Divine indulgence ‘to us? ‘Shall it’: 
fet us farther from our God? IT am — 
never fo ftrongly ftruck. with ‘the’ 
weaknefs and depravity-of man, as 
when I fee grey hairs playing’ the | 
fool. Hope, which in other. evil 

appearances fupports.our fpitits, ‘faile 
vs there. What can fhock common 
fenfe, what can create. amazement, 
if hot the failings that would dite. 
riour youth, ‘in. thofe that are mira- 
culoufly alive after the ftated period 
af human life? This is an outrage 
I to 
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to ‘Reafon, ‘beyond the boldnefs of 
the Defperado . that: confounds us 
: moft : This outdares ‘the Felon Tes 
peating his crime, not only . under 
the gallows, but with the cord about 
his neck. - Where'is that world into 
which. you and | I were born ? It. is 
Giider-giound ; and a ‘generation of 
flrangers are dancing over our coevals 
long fince’ in* the duft,” Where’ i Is 
that world into which ‘we “fhall be 
born? Far; far above the Sun, iff 
_while we ave beneath it, we behave | 
ourfelves like: men. But if this life , 

was our only concern, confider, that’ 

nothing but béing wifer, that i is bet~ 

ter: than thofe ine after us, can pof-' | 
| fibly refcie the decays of age from, 
averlion and benign oot _ > 


Me 4? 
a 
V 


7, 
gets a! 


i Fain would I have: my peri OF cae 
fetvice tothe aged, now my neareft 
AP : relations, 


~ 
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relations, thofe of blood, are no mbre:. 
To the former am I related, by. like; 


date, duty, intereft, rPOnESID,, and, 
above all _ ee ee 


%« vo _ A es 


~Me une 3 ipfe poricule jungunt. Ov, 


Still eager in worldly purfuits, warm 
in the chace of fhadows, fhall we 
ruth, as down a precipice, and leap | 
plomb into the j jaws ol extempore 


death Pe 
No, let us halt - in our career; 
paule on the brink ; and_ provide he 
our eternal Peace. Can I better ex-. 
- prefs my love than by prefiing it.on 
thee’? T prefs it ftrongly. And know, 
my Friend! that Heaven, and (as I 
have fhew’d thee) a moft indulgent 
Heaven, joins my pathetic wifh; and 
Angels, ardent Angels, fay hana 
a 2 And 
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Arid what want they ? (mark it well}, 
they want ‘nothing but thy own cone 
currence to crown their withes for 
thy wel =e | 


a 
pug 
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Dear Sir, 
. - 3 2 oO & F 5 L ’ $ e 
he & aot. oe 3 
“t 
Your's. 
€ e- 
: 
\ 
Bag 
LE T-- 
& 
€.: we 12 


eog0gsog0gsssocesseses 
LETTER VI 
The DIGNiTy of MAN. 


The Centaurs Restoration fo 
HUMANITY, 


Th CONCLUSION. 
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LETTER VW 


The Dicnity of MAN. 


a 2 BERE, Sir, I enter on that 
rex ges elevated theme, The Dig- 
eee nity of Man. 


| Major rerum mibi nafcitur ordo.. 


Vir. 


I fhall fcale the f{ummit of human 
nature, and fet its Dignity in the 
ftrongeft light; that the contraft may 
ftrike our Centaurs with a juft fenfe 
of their own ghaftly condition; and. 

| ® ‘more 


r 
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98 clearly demonftrate the: depths 
ef their fall, Many ave-for: degra da. 
ing their nature,” that: they. sviay: Jetta 
fen its duties ; and for: looking‘ én” 
themlelves - ag beings infign ific zt; 


that | “they: ‘may. be. profligate beings 


with:a better: prace ;.and {as they? 


would flatter themfelves) ‘with more” 


excufe... They runvolumtarily into thus 
error; as_men run into the dark, that 
they may { fin without:a blufh;.frams 
ing a lie (which is the common. dafe} 
for theit apology. ‘Their mafter Eps 
curus meant: much the fame; by: fet- 
ting the gods at fuch a diftance ; and 
fos.their repofe, exempting them: from 
the trouble of infecting. the trifles of 
men... A-due fenecof the grandént’ 
of mian’s nature, and deffinationy: is: 
his beft bolwark-againft the-frequent 
aud: violent-aflaults: temptation nukes: 
on: hist “Ehiss:a: as aad which:B. 


Roker, a | ee with 


Be: Dienity- of MAN, 20% 
with:badbeen tien into bettethands 


| the cae fen to: reach: its heighte 3 
forthe: world Aands in need of having 


this, above: all -other, prefled: heme 


on their hearts; - for all-other-of any 
arekt wioinent: dre-imply’d in’-i¢ 
Fhere are butskew. whole opitions do 
Rot toc mich widen the diftance bes 
tween ak Angel, and: a-Man: t 
fhall bring. them: nearer.topether, ‘aa 
the: beft means for the reformation of 
Caitaurs (as you ‘thal fee), and ‘for 
” a noble exaltation: of i. 


tan tou F. 


2 1 heave sath ai now. ) oblerved;: fiat» 


€. Angels want: fiothing but thy own 
“. .concurrerice-fo crown their withes 
$ for thy: welfare.”-~This is true: 
Shall I not then be pardon’ d, if I pre- 


furhe to put the fame meaning mo, 
en an. hioher .ftile, -and. fay — 


Cie Ke (with 


esis: Ee ee 
3 ’ 
. 
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- Kwith: all reverence) that Heaven’ s:do- 


fires.are at.thy mercy. ?+-rIf fo, think, 


- and think, again, . What :art thou:? 


‘Thou poor, feeble; ¢arth-born, mor- 
tall. What azt Thou ?--+Darts not.on 


: thee. a.ftream. of: heavenly . Light? 


Doft thon. notfee anamazing majelty 


in man?. ‘Have I not, then; -madeé 


my bold promife good Did ‘Lnot, 
above, tell thee, I would _—— 
thee wth, rn ea ee 


ap 
. a8 a ES 
¥ 
- « a i * . i? 
“4 * 7 ‘ 


4 “¢ 


oo can. a reft foie. A: man. ig 


alsiok more than man ¢an conceives - 


a marvellous being that rifes: abave 


hinvelf ;-darting zaye ofglory. be- 


yond the reach of his own fight.. My 
_ heart js,tied to this endearing, — 
— and triumphant, theme, 


Che oil eee 


oe a. thy cattle neceflary: to. Sith 


what i is: — on: 1 gather, “onlyde- 


aeons es fign’d, 
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fipn'd; rabove ?- How’ ftrangely: this 
founds !: Yet rhuft I proceed i ina till 
higher ftrain:=-2In thee it is, (how 

feemingly bold, and impious — fo to. 
7 fpeak. P) ‘Yes, it Is in thee,’ to gtant, 
or deny, the requeft of the Almighty. 
---And impious, indeed, it would 
Hie, -if unauthorized by ey. in 
— that ee is made. - 


a a ae 


A requelting ieienbait ~~~ 
What can ftun, and confound shy 
reafon more ?. What more can ravifh, 
and exalt thy heart? It can’t but ra- 
vifh and exalt ; it can’t but glorioufly 
difturb, and perplex thee, to take in 
all that thought fugeefts. Thou 
¢hild of the duft!. thou fpeck of mi- 
fery-and fin! How abjeét thy weak~ ~ 
_ nefs? How great is thy power? Thou 

¢rawler on earth, and, poffible, (Iwas 
—_ to fay)'controuler of the fkies! ° 
aa Xx 3 Weigh, 
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i Weigh, and weigh well; the -wone 
fdtous Truths 1. have in view: Which 
Cannot be weigh’ d too much; ‘Which, 
the more. they are weigh'd, amaze 
the more: Which: to: have fuppofed, : 
before shey -were’-reveal’d, would 
have been as great madnels; ; and ta 3 
have preftim'd on;.as great fin, .a’ it 
- 13 now -madnel$ ‘and fin, :#o# to bes 
lieve, Such-precious, and beatifying 
news is brought us by revelation; that 
revelation which is rejected,| and de+ 
fpifed, by thofe that. affect to be 
thought wifer,-and happier, than the 

| ref of —— | 


ae ad 


ae uy he Tvhs, bn méan; ate “mpty'd 
if | what. fallows-; Vig. -Heavett Ai 
tends, defires, Jabours;- works, third: 
cles}? or ‘hore + (if mote cart ‘be);* for 
thy welfare = Tt prefles thed, Ime, 
Pauanely prefigs thes,, to comply, 

Con- 
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Gonfider.; thaw! art:-thon courted i ? 
And; by,Whom.? ,By Fatheg, Son, 
and Holy rig thy Pllaw-hahogegg's 
for thy good. .; Haw -is thy.-alliancg 
fought? and atwhata pricé?. Angels, 
infpecting, admiring Angels, cannot 
compute its value. .. Asn, extreme of 
Joye, atyextreme of glory, this, which 
thofe: Angels (if Angels could-envy) 
enight envy to man +. Eee was: it ot 
ad d to them?! oS ee 


at "Thou ante, but. darling fon,of | 
Feavent | Wonder; Tremble; ‘Tre 
umph! !--- Yes, Triumph ; Trembley 
Wonder ! Thy ereateft emotion falls 
fhort..of the mighty caufe. . Thou 

| greatly - -belov’d, greatly favour'd, | 
gréatly , deftin'd, and, oh! greatly 
Endanger'd! .take heed, to, thy ~ 

Net ihm take fire. at thy Prize... 


ae aie oe eee moyee “4 bas; aes ae 


a 7.3 
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‘ycArt: chow: more: exalted, or terris | 
fed, ar what I fay?- Hxultation,:and 
fear, both: rife iniextremes.---With 
bath paffions comply 3: “highly. rever. 

- Fence -thy:-awz . nature; |. more: pre- 
foundlyadore the Divine... Adare 
'§6 with voice, heart, and life; Ard: 
thiss;. to :glad: all Heaven, _affert 
refcue, ennoble, and with blifs eter; 
nal crown thyfelf; For. without thee, 
in the conftituted order of. things,. _ 
Heaven is unable to do it. - Its -Al- 
mighty hand is, as. it were, tied up 

. by. its own decree. | Without thee, 

_ thou.amazing being! (pardon’d be the 
aword fa bold), there is impotence in 
Heaven... Nor is it bold: ;when .ex- 
plain'd 5 for impotence when volune: - 
bei 5 Ho: ers amped 

Ee a se - 
As allthis Rapaurous PY. os; finch’ | 
a rapture; as nothing but grofs ige. 
es oe norance, 


Th Dicnrry:of NEA'N. agg 
norance, or-miore fatetanfidelity,:can 
forbear. 1s not Rapture-due: for, Fes 
licities inexpreflible? And what. Fes 
licity i is fo much as fecond to: this 2 
It is the clofe, frequent, and feeling; 
infpection of thefe zateriora of man’s 
fublime condition, as Ivmortal, and. 
Redeemed, that is the higheft cordial 
of human joy; and the richeft mine 
of human thought. A mine deep- 
dug by few! And yet without it, 
man is not more a ftranger to the’ 
Matives of Saturn, than to himfelf 
Wichout it, he muft want the true, 
genuine, vital, {pirit of a Chriftian. 
None without it.can be filled with 
the Light and Comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft. This, O ye Methodifts! gives: 
the.real New Birth: This enters man: 
jn quite another world. In _ his 
former: — ” —— are abfolutely 

re oes, Ge aS . chang’ds 
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hai do 'Well nigh antihilated” ah 
to his wonted — for thera. wf 


O° Fhe Heovicns declare the glory) bf the 
Cord, ‘and the Firmament fooweth b bis 
"Flandy- -work: But the ‘Chriftian anita 
Thavé iientioried, infinitely’ moré. 
ddematids our adoration ‘and’ praife! i 
Infinitely more detiiands ‘out exalts: | 
tion and joy. Are we tran{ported, 
and’ jufly tran{ported, at’ the’ wot? 
derful operations of nature, and’ de: 
cline we the contemplation of greater 
‘wonders in’ ourfelves? And when the 
former but arhufes an. ‘Rour, the aft 
bleffes an Eternity ?: In thofe frupet- 
dous views,’ ‘it is, that the’ mercy. OF 
God, and glory of - “than, at highelt | 
thine.” “Hence it? is; that’ ‘eonttant 
joy i 1s “enjoyn'd’, td’ ‘Chriftians. as “an 
abfolute: duty: a uty on weal er 

“grotives 
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morires; as m abfolalys: impraicne 
ble. ee eg 

You feey Sin, that to vdiee deep 
into. man, is. ta dive into an oceap 
of Love. Divine; which ; firft drowns | 
us in amazement, then lifts y us intp 
triumph; and, at length, . lands. us 
(if. we are wife) on eternal life. Bur - 
toa. many {wim only on the furface 
of gur nature ; like a feather, ‘thro’ 
their levity, incapable of. finking to 
thofe folid,. and fhining advantages, 
thofe | “pearls of great price; thofe 
great, awakening, and. ftrongly ftj- 
mulating motives to virtue, that lie 
below. . ‘But I thall refume this fub- 
ject I before I clofe.. What is already 
{aid is enough to produce. that good 
fleet which you will find in the 
marvellous Scene which, _very. {con, 
will Open on you. 


The 
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H U M A N I T Ya 


At prefent, my. Friend! ! we ail 

quit this: confecrated, for en- 
chanted, ground ; -as you will: ‘foon, 
to your furprize and. difguft, ‘pers 
ceive. J know it is not to your 
tafte ; nor, " indeed, to my own. 
But you will. parden what the nas 
ture of my defign, and the truth of 


hiftory, exact from me, tho’ it wilh 


give to my. page a very different.0o= 
lour.. But /evizy has .its ufe, when 
perverfe patients will refufe what is 


falutary, if convey’d, ip any’ vehicle: 


lefs agreeable to.their witiated: tafte 3} 
and the grave reader, who anteien: 
it, factifices,(thro’ too great delicacy): 
to mere appearances the. fubftance of 
what is _ ae, ¢ : 
A 7 re sag 


t ~ 


The Centaurs Refforation, &c. 30% 
_Thow Anoweft.that aur. ‘Centaurs 
can {carce be perfuaded that they are 
not ftill human creatures; tho” me- 
chantur, _fcortartar, adulter antur, 
diatolantyr (Lath forc’d to make'words 
that are bad enough for spas ; and 
not. fo much as retain, . 
~ etd eteris veRRigia farme. Ov,, , 
ne they not (to fpeak with reverencd 
in. the language of the prophet) .as 
fed: horfes in the morning 2 Do they 
not affemble: byitroops in ladies houfes ? 
Kt is Har/ots:in the original; and fo 
by ws‘ tranflated: But ‘that is not 
their only objection to the Scriptures.’ 
Perhaps, an old Avatian proverb 
may. have. ‘greater’ authority with 
them.: What :fays it?’ Let him that 
«would he fafe, avoid feven things ; :" 
© Walps, Spiders, Hyeiias,: Croco- 
“ diles, Effs, ‘Adders, « and Fine 
“ Women,” — Here, 
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. ,Bjere, thes, J. fhall begin thy Exor- 
cif, Je@.words mutt be ftrange and 
barbarous, fuited-to theioccafion) Bet’ 
- Rot your car; my Frierid, be fhocked 3 
but: ides ant: walt. the event: so 
as a he ee 
: « pr Lai Thais, Lines: Lu 
* a, Succuba, Quadrahtaria, Oho 
“* Jaria, Euriole, Sthento, Medufa, 
“ Erinnys, Megera, and Tyfphone 
“. -.. May all: thefe,-and!alt fied 'la- 
$$. dies; whether fick or. found, high | 
* or low, of blaad and:title, on ditcly 
“: and dunghill ; - natives, » foreign} 
“or ‘infernal--- May this -gloyiomd 
“< groupe’: of. Zorrifmand's Angels, .. 
‘Ss. thefe. Gorgons, Furies; «. Harpnes;’ 
“, Leachet,. Syrens, ‘Contaur-making’ 
vi ‘Syrens ! o pardsor i unpand ‘keepih e 
“or kept, ; om. firey or-quencli'd 3 
** geneva‘d oy: itron'd, ‘in -clofet:of 
$s. veellar, i in _—— bagnio, brothel; 
siege roundhoufe, 


ee 
- 


ue Hi aa s ats goq 
‘:roundhoyfe, ' : bridéewell; ar ‘new- 
4. patensOhiki day’ they ceale front 
4 thischour, cto fing orddnce;: {mild 


‘Sor frown, , pleafe! ar plague, pray 


“ or {weary our ‘Britifh,  wabritith;' 
“ youth, manhood, and age; out. 
“of their {énfes, health, :eftates, ‘re- 
“sputation, humatnature,and oe, il 
_— Heaven}: eee oe oe | 
rr (And, shefe aa laying: 
- ¢ -alide theit fpells; way the hewitch- 
“6 ed: of Great Britain recover theit’ 
“. priftine form, as Circe’s herd, - at 
“the prayer of Udpffes. » At thé 
‘“'touch of my -difehchanting- pen;: 
‘‘. amay.they leap. out. of. their hides 
“ far joy ; and kaying hold on. their 
«6, long deferted definition’ of man, 
cs LReafon and: rwo legs; walk ° 7 
— os a future.” Pe ce. 


¥ “ te 

+8 re eg at 

me f: . fii wade S 
ty 5 ‘ 


wy ‘x 
F as! eo m F : @ °e 
¢ Ae gine da «. | f ‘ R : 
cveiy gjoice 
~ 
’ , . 
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~ Rejoice with me, my Friend! For — 
do I dream? or didftthow not obferve? 
Bidft thou not hear?=~-Tietoauit le- — 
vam. Asthedark cloud which caus‘d it, 
is vanifh’d, and a flood of light ruthes 
in’; fo it fhall fare with Them. 1 fee 
their dawning reafon ; I fee the break 
of their moral day. : And what F fee, 
I fhall relate; and what I rélate, 
oe ftrange, et no man ere, 


The Centaurs that ¢ can. real; con 
perufal of the Dignity of Man, are 
ftung, as the Trgan ‘horfe, : when: 
Laocoon's fpear. pierc'd his fide; and: 
groan:as deeply as that, when. 


we: njoruere cava, gem turng3 dedere. 
caverna. | “Vir. 


Aj 


| Moft of them are. saisile affeded, 
but: differently ; being, at: laft,. fally 
convinced that they: are-normen: -Oné 
ene 3 burns 


~ 


. 4 Hom anaty © jog 
burns is Bolingbroke ; vanother,. an 
- indecerit fong: This calle i in his balls, 
pleading privilege no more: That 
befpeaks a pew againft the next quar- 
ter: A third blames his delay; fwears 
he will. pray directly ; falls: on his 
knees, like Ge/ar’s horfe,---rifes again 
with a figh, and folemn vow, that 

e will be mafter of his’ Pater -nofer 

tore to-morrow.:. A fourth fub- 
fcribes all his gains by ‘falfe dice to - 


_ the Foundling Hofpital: A fifth or-. 


ders two little boys to {chool imme- 
diately ; and fends ten guineas to 
their mothers in Bridewell :_A {ixth, 
in a flame of pioys zeal, damns.4 
fenfelefs world; and undertakes, in | 
lefS than a week, to demoriftrate that 
adultery is a crime: A feventh, &c. 
oe 408% Ge. a a, 26 we Dee 
_ But I muft not triumph too much, 
i Thave not had boqual fuccefs with the | 
Yy imme 
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female Centaurs, .. From. a. natural 
gonftancy. of temper, and habitual 
~ averfion to change, they come. but 
flowly into my wifhes. But to make 
_ amends, when they. come, they'come 
_ with avengeance, and everfhoot; the 
__ mark... Mr. 4”——/y tells then, that 
they ftand not upright, unle& : they 
 Jean.a little backward; like a crofier, 
or like themfelves wher they coyly 
- refufe.a faluté+ ‘Thus,-tho’ convert- 
' ed, they find not the ftrait-Hine,: but 
- — ftill a Hele bent--to the — 


| " Befides, of my mal penn ' 
have fomewhat : ‘tO complain =. :, Fot 
_ fome, tho’ ‘chang’d at heart; . yet 
_aw’d by fafhion, and: vain of being 
.. fill. fine men,-are afham’d to own it; 
. .and appear to be fools -to-faye their 
' credit. - Thefe hypocrites fix: VICE, 
2 sthele moral. eps ridiculoufly: good, 


Ne : may 


0 Ho mamety. % g07 


: seni be call'd: Gre men-in Eeritaurs! 
- fkinee Os coward virtde i in ars rk 


_ rade. ee 


a ae worft of -all, a hie Cen- 
- tatrs I! am: quite in’ defpair. “They 
© fly. my pen, and will-not be zevch'd 
» fortheir difteniper. ‘But, beihg deep 


Fail 


> hung by worfe than the Zarantwla; 


- run mad for muufie, and dance them: 
-felves to death. ' Others, with ‘Swif¢ 
_-(in. that -refpe& a: Centaur hinifelf) 


Re’s 


ar 


_Jook on the noble quadrupede as fu- 


perior to the man. Others, on the 
contrary, approve, and heartily with 


a Refforation to Humanity: but are 
tarelefs, and indolent. They would, 


indeed, if'a Demon was‘ not fh pof- 


i 


ot 


‘fefhon,- they: would be good. — But 
canall not be-at the trouble af bringing 
ai writ of ejeltmient, tho’ Sophronias 


a <profters: to draw irup forthem. ‘Fhe | 
Tt. 7 Ya - lowelt 


¥ 


ra ee i ve BY Pe 
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lpweft price c of virtue is vigil ilance, and 
induftry. ; and: df it ott us no more, 
is comes weny cheap. ae 


be lh 


As cm thofe that 2 are e truly conifeiy 
- ous. of their calamity, - and heartily, 
defizous of an efcape,.mark the good 
effea of the leaft tendency to good, 
nefs; the mighty. change, a Refto~ 
tation of the human figure is, adtu- 
ally,. begun. But the procefs 1S. gras 
dual ; nature advances, never Teaps, 
1 aie ‘became not Centaurs all at 
ONCE, ¢. Ss a ae oe 


ww oe 


= ie repent, fuit tur pfi mus. _ Juv v. 


‘As “a habits, which eccafion’ rd thei 
- ‘Transformation, ' were gradually ¢ con: 
‘tratted, Jt as.m0: wonder, that their 
Recovery, -which.:is’ ‘oceafion d ‘by 


‘geod events, fhould ‘prove ‘equally 
4, - gradual, 
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gradual, ‘and flow.” One fheds a 
mane, another ‘drops’ a tail; ait 
appears only as too clofely dock ‘ds 
Some feel their ‘hides 'loofen ; fome 
blifter as in hafte for feparation: : 
Same wonder to fee flender fingers 
fprouting thro’ hoofs by their peniten- 
tial tears, mollify’d into fleth : Some, 
like dancing dogs, continue upright 
fome time} but, tir’d of that unna- 
tural reftraint, drop into Centaurs 
for life. So-dangerous in moral di- 
fteriipers,. as well as natural, is a re- 
lapfe: Some, quite reftor’d, yet ftill 
retain fo much of their former nature, 
that they are apt to trip, if a trong 
temptation, like a {tone, or cart- 
rut, lies acrofs their way : Some can 
{carce believe their good fortune, and 
fear i it isa dream. Others, too fan- 
guine, cry out, Brother! to the firft 


gpan they a 5 pier Aarts | at t his new 
“x, relation, 


a 


Me vce wy 4 * 
Cer StS. cho" Be cs © 
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relation, with a hide al hamper : 
leeanal a Be Geen, 


“What b loud: call do 1 hear among 
ae for’ things-ftrange, and: new? 
For drefles fuited to the human 
fhape ; for pleafures fuited to’ the 
‘haman: ‘mind ; for Bibles, Prayet- 
‘hooks, : Debt- aes ‘for -virtuows 
Conforts, faithful Friends, and fit 
- Objects of Charity ; for rational Im- 
provement and Employments: No 
longer : for Newmarket trappings 5 
but’ for: human‘ornaments. * This, 
‘however, where the :Reftoration ‘is 
complete. ‘Poor Sudbury is fill auk- 
wardly hopping on three legs; while 
‘others ftand firmly planted: on :half 
‘four: ‘And one;. more learned than 
aa reft,' cries out; 7 A ds Seay. 


tS Tad neo marti . Hes, 


. ’ : : 
ee ia * %. 
u ae | a h 
= The 
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The:reft aaturallytake it for.a pious — 
thankigiving, and | give a nen 


The: vifton; ‘my: Fhread | (if tis a 
vifion) continues. -: Pleafe to: obfervé 
here: the fatal -effec&t of bad habits, 
and what difficulties they lny- us un- 
der.:in our recovery ‘of the right, - 
when Jong laid afide, andthe great 
bleffings of ‘it are forgot: The hu- 
nan figure; being now intirely reco- 
wéredt J teanfported at. their ‘tranfmi- 
gration into. new quarters, like: fur- 
jpria’'d ftrangers, they rather. ftand 
amaz'd :at-the novelty, than quité 
enjoy it. : “My full. grown, and fome 
aged, -infdnts, tofs. about their Tegs 
‘and arms, like a Pantin,.in: queft,: as 
-yet, of their right and graceful meve- 
ment. They wreath their pliant body 
to and fro, , béfore - they find: its 
firait line’; and fear, left it fhould 
a] b- Y4 fall, 
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fall, being .dangeropfly, fer.-ap an-s 
ane . end... Thay. refemble -perfors:: 
working a new-invented - ehgine,'s 
avukward, and. rauch, wat! -B lf. % 
till ‘they; are. matters. of -its: make $7 
fo hard is it to,recaver the Fight.onbé..- 
wilfully Joft. . Buti thefe extompore!; 
men; thefe. new, grafts an bumanityy. .. | 
as, foon:.as -by. frequent, efforts. they. 
haye learn’d their |eflon,.and are, Jee. 
into, the fecret. of this. foygign.,.miabe. 
chinery ; after, due devotion for. she; 
change; and looking back with hor; 
ror on their former fate ;.they enter. 
immediately . gn human ammedfiutess - 
and give full evidence that their rear .. 
fon and reputation, only, div’d POR. 
a feafon ;. and that they. pow; rife oR, 
into real, men) 


oe oe colt 33e 3 oc 


po fey Senet dt 


cAnay’ d va decest¢ plain ‘Sppare a 
nos. deppled., as. the, morping, with. 


em- 
Ty. 4. 
ae a Bee ; 3 


SO BLO MAR ree S- ‘ <2 
erhitrcideiy;: Ot! WIEK: ‘Tade fall “over ' 
lifted! Hke He“ bedutifull! Indian’ afs; 
they call a countil:; ‘and, thelr frit” 
marly refolution is 88 prdclaim peace: 
with the Liapithe;; Ot Men of Virtue ; - 
with whom, from time immemorial; * 
the: Centaurs have been at war. Ce 
rors bént his bow apainft them :' But” 
of. war:various has beer ‘the fortune 
between them; ‘till within this lait © 
half céntuéy, the Cetitdurs increafe- 
ing'both. in' nombérs' and *boldnefs,; 
wearing « frontlets: of brals‘on their 
foreheads, ‘and Horace’s Es triples 
on'théir breafts; and ‘having of late’ 
a highty giant at their head, ‘whofe 
| quilts; moré ‘fatal than’ the | rou | 
pitte’s,: threatet’ da ‘thoufand deaths 
at once, they began to dream of ‘no- 
thing lefs than victory complete. But 
the “prelEnt: péinforcerhent ‘of * their 
erienifes will’ turn the’ {cafe agdinft’’ 
tee them. 
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then. - I fay. reinforcement; for the. 
next ftep my; converts:take is to lift’ 
into the, Luapithewn »fervice, : deter. 
min.d to meet their late friends in no» 
friendly fort, hander. & oe a 3 
this — fe ae HE BMD 

Re mice noni ag eae ctor i 
pened nant "ae. cheb 

; Which sromifen vidory; om cian are 
very formiilable foes, who have'had ° 
the fortitude sina to a them 
sion ae ae 
“At the news Sof. “— ann offends | 

ed Zerrifmond, butning for. revenge, 
cries, : _ ~~ Anuffs the Battle: frem 
afar, OS Rs ees er ee ee ea 
ii ge RP a 
Can jeoneks es jet nari 7 
| AGMETe re eee VaR 


¢ 


“Sinks The 


ee 
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The glory!ob his’ noftzils: is terrible. | 
And ftilbmore abundantly his heroic” 
choler rifes ‘on hearing that their firft 
deftin’d: eee ‘is: againtt Boling 
broke-cadte.; ‘ That!i:delight. of vhis 
eyes, and defiance of his foes: For 
he deems it impregnable; becaufe 
it is-moated round with Acron, | 
and its’ afpiring, proud: battlements: 
threaten Heaven. He holds facred 
_ the.very natne of the nable founder, 
becanfe he svas gracioutly pleas'd to, 
knock aff zher moft infypportable, 
chains of common fenfe; and refcue 
them from the reftraints, and Te 
—— of” en 

This caftle. was built out aed the Va~ 
tious ruins of many demolith’d forts 
of infidelity, pompouily put together, 7 
 fae’d ever witha material more fhine- 
ing than_folid ; and cemented with 

ae un- 


} 
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watemper d. smortar. .;./ Ogphe ‘4 fi 
heads the, laudable enterprize, wk 
caftle is taken-as was antient Babys: 


lon: . He firkt: ‘tuyns,. the - - generat, 
ftream of the nation, by the foree.of. 
flrong and folid eloquence, ‘into a’ 
new, chanel, as. Cyrus. did the. siver 
Euphrates; then entering the caftls,, 
and finding the garifon. tuming;thiggs, 
facred ta prophane ufe, and, drawn, d.. 
in debauch ; obtainsra fudden and, 
complete vidory ; ; but is a moft mer- 
ciful conqueror: For, inftead.of. put 
ting any to death, he only puts.the 
moft fenfible of them out of counte- 
nance: And to their‘own darling de-: 
lights, and boafted glories, inftead of ; 
the: gallies,'‘condemins them. for-lifé,., 
ses, a — mae sigan ackoow-- 
Dosen Eydicdh 

An excellent wc. ‘ bis sauttroretity: 
nw in the. prefs.’ nee an lae 


= ae Try 


aa . aoe 


Sg HED Ma ee gry 
legeriient’ ‘oF “his ‘deinency. ‘ta: Wear’ 
yellow cockades imprefs'd with théfe 
words ** “Be tha’ a Centaur fate? 
The. bad - man’ $ deemed includes his 
punifbimient: « ; 7 ~ AAS i 


ak 
&* . rious wh 


“The fame Sophronius, sdociied with 
his well delferved mural’ crown,‘ re. 
fcixes- ‘the chara@ter-af a: late pious; 
and’ learned: prelate, whieh the Cen-. 

tatir: ati boafted ns vii 

Jura f fi bi nate, itil NOM at- 
on Hor 


cd rae 2 pe % 


had'deage' like Heiter’s <body, round: 
the town in the dirt: For the glory. 
of Britain, ‘and. for the. light, and. 
entilation iuf, :pofterity, I fee it ins: 
{crib’d on a column of adamant ; 
-with a Bolingbroke crouchant: embofs' d 


on es wend who now contributes 
. C6) 


Sw 


—gy8 The-CenTaurs Réftoration 
ga Fupport- (assmuch, a6 fash a feeble 
-felas cam). that celeftial. charadter; 


which he-lately labour’ d:to-deftray 3 


: proud of his pinciscumened. reafon ; 


which reafon, notwithftanding;: had 
evidently. loft its authority with him- 
felif:  For--when -that ‘is: preferved, 
fenfe fubmits to reafon’; and when 
fenge fubrhits to reafon,! seafon: fab- 
mits to tHe reveal’ d:;word:of:iGod. 
And (fince fome' are in’ love «with 
words) I muft obferve, that teafon 


| {ftoep’d to revelation, ‘As ‘reafon: fill; 


only reafon more reafonabbe:;: and 
its great hazard of error is all that it 


~ © . 7 
Wem Jase r~ bes ca we ma t a 
fou 
4 : . 7 + 7 
Has: oe ee “eee a a oa a 
® ry 
a * “ ce ' 
i ~~ 5 . . oo 
. ig * 


:! ‘And now, iny Friend!-what‘thall 


, Tfay ‘on this happy revolution ? Shall 
_ Tet out-boalt 4aguftus? He faidict 
| ‘Rome, . Laterictans inveni , Adarspe- 

ipeam reliqui, A, of London, foven 
wad | | Equinam, 


Let tow wow ae A) gag 
/ Bgquinatis, ‘veliqui:Humanaw. "Tawas 
~wite ih Britain to rdfotm-hd year, 
_ much mote to refortn’ her: manners 3 
. Barly 3 in her new Style;'a new Era; 
‘as! Seno, a ia ea: 
bee Rae fae ee Neorg aoe My a ee 
* Redes Satur — Vin 
‘Wad k an: vifland, ‘once mare Sel the 
continent in awe.. Far tho’ lately; in 
_ the throng’d ftreets of our metropo- 
; lis, -I could rarely meet: a man, now, 
. (how. ‘ftrangely do thought ‘ahd 
amagindtion {pring forward!) men 
abound ;:and Centaurs, wig fin 
our glory Aaieely ceale. Sus 


Ps 


a 


ac For thot Tnlseretites uleiathiad 
ff who read’ the- Dignity of. Man ins 
1 firuck and perfifting in Swift's fen- 

- timers, ~ Tefal fe- offer’d ‘humanity, 
‘ ee not Vengehiice for their-folly. 
geteink The 


rt 
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| The fy. darkens, thunder. rolls, the 
gpound trembles. under thems and 
a.fulphureous fmoke ayifing, asfrom 
@.Vilcano, .involves, them, ail ih its 
horrors, Ravens croak, ow}s, {creara, 
bats fly at noon, women fhrick, old 
onés pray, young. onts neff in the 
heroic bofom of the next man. they 
meet, purely for thelter ; and ‘fave 
hupdred fifty pregnant fyrene sail- 
caary, at: tthe dreadful {cene. - And 
yet but,a prelude this, materna} :dif- 
after td the paternal calarnity- that 
follows... For, lo! the- cloud-in- 
voly’d.Gentaurs, to their own gteat 
aftonifhment,. Be t\ donger neigh; but 
bellow, like bulls; their forcheads 
bud -avith. horns.;..and ithe. vebte; 
_ grey, . “dappled, . forrel, bay, . roan, 
Ltraveberry, . & ec, are all blotted inte 
the deepeft black; as if, like Achil- 
fi Tey hag. been dipp'd in, Stge. 
at 7 And : 


>. fo Homanrr?. - “gar 
And (what. is very remarkable}, like 
' him too, they are wounded in’ the 
heel. + They: are,’ inftantancoufly, all 
founder’d; they fail; they groan like 
"the. dyrens. in travail s and well they 
may ; for row the ‘final’ blow “ix - 
— “ftruck ; their folid, femicircular hoofs, - 
with a loud explofion, like a fir'd — 
‘bomb,. burft, all at once, afunder ; — 
and, in their chofén, dirty, path of 
life, they deep-print their true :cha- 
racter; with large, jetty, clove fect 
for the future. - Abath’d‘at their in-. 
famous change, and: feeking where 
to: hide a formidable phantom ap- 
pearing with a coronet dropping from 
his head, and a huge volume in his ~ 
hand, by the magic of the Fir? Phi« 
hfophy a fadden Pandemonium tiles; 
like a peftilential exhalation, for the 
welcome, . and. well-adapted, recep- 
tien of them all... Now exiles from 
a 2 the 
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the. commerce,.-and converte, and 
habitations. of. man;: they are x10 


-Jonger dameftic. animals, no. — 


carry fair ladies abroad, or are 
per'd by them for future exerci at 


home;even Wewzare bars het aie 


demn’ a-hole ss aac thea, . 


- 


Nothing rettiaitis’' bit to Cea 


now-delerted Stables, “and'‘to rendet 


~ 


them fit for human ‘ufe} and té pers 
fuade the She: -gtoomis, who kept them, 
into. fome more decent, ‘and Tels dia- 
bolical, courfe of life ;. efpecially my 
Patronefs ; who’ for the“honour (as 


| the éalls it) -of my ‘Dedication, hag 


promis'd to give’ into my fuperfti- 


tion; and to play fair’ on Sundays, 


_ and me her Catechifin, when ‘the 
Mafquerades, | for the feafon, aré overs 
~ Which, out” of an unfurmiowntableé 


_ for their firft, and moft amo 


rous, 


2 te Coneciv sion. | 323° 
i add mok rhifical: fon} &biron, 
fhe awenfeltes iageHuoully, fhe ¢an- 
+Tor forbear,“ Por Ladies love 4 Gen: 


eau Ph. = bec See a 
37 =e a repy ty a. ear. te - ee ‘ ee *. ee avy »} 
Pee eee 


Ff high time, ‘my. "Friend { to 
a this, fairy-land,, ‘of which, I 
know, you are heartily ly | tir’d ; ; and to 


ger ~~ gt y Femi in fuming the 


i ane | 


oi meh can niki of} it, unimprov’ is 
He who thinks of his dignity, necel- 
farily, thinks of hig God : And he 
who values his dignity, as neceflarily, 
worlhips, ; and obeys. Him. In a 
fen therefore, of human dignity, 
our endanger’ d virtue finds her moft 
Boyer, guard, 


i 2 “ : ts at a 
: x? 
z @ 
gases LZ 2 Think 
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Think you that I-have-carried the 
Dignity of‘ Man too high? :Spare thie 
 facted pape.“ There, one of Adam's 
feed conivertes face to-face with.his 
_ & Creator. Another iscall’d hisRriend. 
¢ Be who made’ the worlds dekights 
“ to be call’d t the fon of a third. He 
«¢ who made the worlds’ even dig: fer 
rs the meaneft of méti. The meaneft 
te of men. has‘ ‘it within’ ‘his power ‘to 
te be: an heir, of thé’ moft mighty God, 
and a ‘joint-heir with, the :moft’ ‘bhefi- 
Cs ‘ed Jefus”” ‘Abfolves ‘hot this’ the 
boldeft ftroke’. ‘of’ my. pen’? “What 
can raife our felf- eftimation fo high, 
what. can ageraniding Human nature 
fo. mich, as this?” eye 


Ss 

ee ete ed ee eee eee o or 4 

at are : : 7 ? 6 7 4 ag “fF f 
ol . 


. . pas ae ee 


a Heaitén’ s creat, a araaieds 
“effort” for our: “walfaig, ‘ “48° “capitalty 
“written the Digitity-of Man. : :‘Phat 
vis a “Key to the moral werld; and 


. ae a io yy 


bd mY opens, 
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opens, and explains the. reafon ‘of all 
God's, .otherwife my fterious, « conduct 
in:it. (Every ftep of ‘which 1g evi- 
dently: calculated. ‘for: ‘man’s. prefent, 
or -future,. felicity ; or both. -The 

long fhining feries, the golden chain 
of ‘all. God’s marvellous. acts, from 

thd beginning to the:clofe of time, | 

Spinks his uninterrupted regard. for 
human nature 5 and what can more 

Joudly proclaim human dignity than . 

this? let it .not-be:faid, that man’s — 
dignity is declared by all things, but 
bata manners of man! 


As -diftant as they may be thought 
be the thoughtlefs,. Heaven and 
Earth are fo near together, fo thot 
(as it were) into one another, that 
good men are truly foreigners on 
earth; bave their converfation in 
ios eaven;, are fellow-citizens with the 

= Z 3 Saints, 
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Sines, and .of the: birfeboid ef God. 
Fo {peak allufively-to the pheriatthal 
vifton, good men are: Angel 5 orily; 
as yet; at the bottom of te ladder’; ; 
arid fomb-Angels are oil? men riladé 
perftét; dt the top of &. ‘Ag & mar 
from an embry, fo ‘differs’ an ARS 
gel frof a ‘man 5 what dne ‘is, ' the 
ethet foon fhall be. »Since:this-is the 
eafe (and a molt glorious cafe-tt-is}; 
and firice by fuch multitudes: “ies - 
either: not confitier 4, or hot kaowny: 


ee | 
) 


ame: wa: fee 


ane ninsivtty, bea f fia: ihe 
runth Vins. ¥ 


would be no seed “elidel 
dum, of improper ‘motto, ‘for’ atl 


ip ae a” ee 
mankind. Dass pons 
a ey ‘ an ¥° Bey e | ati Ge 
“Bak You nat have 3 your objedtion 
on the Whole--- * ee Witt not it rai 
I 8 7 fo 
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<9 high, and. dwelling {o Jong on 
« the Dignity of Many, occafion 
“pride?” No ; on the raverfe, a due 
fenfe af it will neceffitate humility, 
Pride fptings from a with, or con- 
csit, which an jndividual has of: his 
fuperiority over.fome. others of the 
fame fpecies. The dignity] {peak — 
of'-ig, equally the dignity of all men; 
and what levels, can’t exalt. It will 
weciifitate: humility. becaufe without 
ape -it. can’t preferve itfelf;. our 
native dignity will die in the refult. 
As for that. dignity which occafions 
your‘ objection, we have, I confefs, 
too much of i it. _We have in abun- 
dance, what may be. call’ d Lunar 


7 great men. Men in themfelvés 


opaque, who borrow beams,. from” 
their .circumftances, _or fituation ; 
which. ‘beams. they thew, like ‘the 
moon, by night : I mean, when ig- 
| ZA norance 
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norance prevails 5 then the darkened 
underftandings: of their: adinirers 
give: en leave to thine? cn fore 

- Thefe — a oe gene 
lly many little furrounding- Satel- 
lites, that help, -by their adulations, 
to gild-their opacity. . But of fuch 
great men, who:are forced tonfume 
(as, men muft plunder, who would 


be gainers where ‘nothing is- due), — 


it muft be faid, that the. greateft. at. 


them would te greater fill, if. they 


would only wa: to -be.'a — 
leh. a (oot ee ee 

_ They. ‘ibe have Salar, “or fell 
born,” fight, who live up to the dig- 
‘nity of their nature, . Their. light, is 


“not only their own, and iluftrious.; 


but inextinguifhable, _and.. eternal. 


“Thefe, as they | are > the greateft,, “age 
i + alfo 
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alfo’ the’ -moft humble; of! mankind: 
For they well ‘know, that’ ‘our pran- 
deur is to be lodk’d ‘for in the Love 
of God, not in the merit of man. 
And.therefore they fet it down asa 
maxim, (anda maxim moft true, 
and ‘ufeful it is), “ no man ever 
“ thouglit too highly of his Nature, 
“of too heme d of corel 


ae t 
, ~ 


= Here wank T “eae, But how 
thar ‘to get loofe from ‘this ever- - 
‘teeming, all-important, and ‘inex- 
hatiftible, theme? It fills ‘with’ fe 
rene joy the fuperior region of ‘thie 
foul ; and denies entrance to, the 
“duds and ftérms' of worldly ° per- 

‘turbation, dnd ‘care. Such the height 
“of ‘its “Soy, “that ‘mutfic, ' and) wine, 
‘leave the rais’d hearts of | our fons 
“of delight far,’ far; below.’ And yet 
“how is this-glorious fubjed™ in moft 


minds, : 


~ fe ri 4 es ee ee ky ety 
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mitids, by the love of the world, 
clof-comprefs’ d, and folded up, -as 
an oak in an acorn, er a.man in 
thé womb? To develope, and expand 
it, how great my defire? In which 
of its thoufand fhining lights. fhall Bi 
fet it, for our final’ ein cat af 
its ats moment to aail é 
“Man is ‘as ail ak fudy.of 
man. Let him circle the globe, let 
him traverfe the fkies ; ; and.then,“for 
fomething more. worthy: ‘his notice, 
and admiration, : return “to hinfelé. 


To himfelf he i is.a Theatre: Pee a 


And was reputed fach,j: svbem that 
theatre chad: much: lefs to, exhibit, 
than, at. prefent, ’ it:canboaft;: and 
when: it -was but faintly: illuminated 
with. the. glimmering -bedms.ok fas 
‘more feeble’ lights, ° The do ,senoward 
— el was nothing butia ‘pre: 

4. cept 
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eept-enjoiting.a clofe-infpectian and 
firvey..of this. Theatre 5 ; i yet that Pre~ 
eept, -ag,to, its Author, was held di+ 
vine 3) ahdas to its practice, the fu 
prame wifdom. of man, .» Lhat Pre 
sept is.now exalted into-an awful — 
Commaiad: frm Heaven; and that 
Theatre ‘is:con{eerated into a. vencrat 
ble ge ta. — of the Holy 
‘Spirit. nS teem Rye aR ng PS 


W Y a ? ¢ . us 2 
ar: *S cae , Pa F as i, \ 4 : < t a » 
Ay rt st aan Pe 1 Ne 7 F. ae ~ 


har 


bo Asai. oa pieces wf: Peripesive 
by the. pyeffune ofthe eye, fo inthis 
Temple, by the: preffure, .or perfe- 
_-verance” of “thought, . the: thagnifis 
cert profpedis opened, and aggtan- 
Pied, Mill more’.and more ; ‘and 

openigg difcevers the full Dignity of 
Man, In what:does'that-confult ? In 
the marvellous things. the Almighty 
has done,..and : defign’d, -for him, 
Amd af:. by, this aati gives at: once 
dy the 


B52 The G8 nets st ONS 

‘the greattht Pirrie, ‘Hrd ithe greatett 
Bhefing, ‘of UieU For who idan’ fee 
‘thofe : marvélldas things without'dn 
ardetit Love of God; whicly is -2He 
“fupreme Virtue of ‘fhan?-iAlnd sho 
‘can’ refledt ‘ont fuch: indulgence .paft, 
Without’ an ‘ab/olute Traft-ia fuebra 
Friend: for the future’; Which of mian 
is the flipreme an ee re at 
~~ But this Bleffing, aid hie Virti, 
this Glory, and Conifort: OF: Life; 4s 
joft té thofe to whom’ this Temple is 
hut.) And it is “fhiut: ‘to’ the eareleks 
and 3 pridrant ; to’ thé flothfal:” and 
unawakened,“in the moft-Hhiftrious 
theory of thre’ ‘Chriftian: ‘Religion. if 
therdfore * fuchmen,: - in’ ‘what: “Ies 
‘heen ‘advariced, hall’find any ching 
Tike a Key: to this yet:-wnopen'd 
“Téthple ; and: fall enter-its facred, 
‘and —" recefles, and: read. the 
wonders 
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wonders of: Divine Loye: in, its. that : 
46 in. Themfelves, in.theix own-con- 
dition, ‘and, profpetes if they. thall 
dee, and cgntemplate,, t the three Per- 
fons: of the ae y before, Se ; 


~ § Fe ee 


wate parts, ae provigces, of Phan 
thropy ;_and:-fhall behgld an. innu- 
merable flight. of Angels for ever on 
the wing, to receive their commands, 
and .,,fpeed, away,: on. various dif 
patches, ‘for: the temporal, and. eter- 
nal, welfare of. man---- How fhould 
J. rejoice ?.. For.fuch a. key would be 
gext in value.to the key. of Heaven. | 
dt opens the porch, the preliminary — 
Acene. to. it. ; Therefore have I kept 
rit; on. the, anvil fo long ;. and. yet 
show. unfinith’d at laft?.. May. fome 


| fnafter-hand, accomplith, and myl- — 


— open the yet, ablolutely un- 
whabe yu known 


“any The CdWetest ow: 
kadwit (Gene’ ‘of ‘their own Natuite, 
and — Deltination, witht rat a 
* : Ve Hee 
: “chad now; my"! i Friend, tai fri} 
how’ mult: ‘his’ Tove" of glory fait: 
How mutt his Anibivions creep,’ who, 
after the flrong infpitation’ of fach 4 
beneath the fon} ? Confidet this: vei 
and fee how high fhuman-nature'may 
- foars thety look . down: oti the: ‘Cen- 
taur, and fee*(if thou canft bear the 
fight) how low: thé fons’ of Heaven 
may faH? Shail'a- ‘Being 1 whofe. in-~ 
terefts {pread fo wide as to take: in 
‘both ends of the Creation ; ‘hall a 
Being deeply - concerned in what 
was done in the days of Adam; and 
more deeply ftill, in what : fhall be 
done in the great day of Confum- 
‘mation ; fhall {uch an expanfive, and 
far- interefted, Being, with the moft 
fordid, 


The'ConNcLhusroy. ¢ $5 
Sordid, and defpicable; felf-denjal, and 
the moft inconceivably icriniinal :Po- 
verty of Spirit, imprifon his ftifled 
thought, ahd” nail. down. his Iittle 
heart to the Aarrow: {pan of this pres 
fenit life? God forbid. If there i is thé 
leaft. fenfe of. dignity, ‘or fear of 
fhathe} the leaft {park of man, alive; 
let us confider thatwe are not only 
the. favourites, but the‘ fons too; of 
Heaven; and obey in this' our voyage 
of human life, as- Aineas in his from 
Trey, the Delian Oracle, 

— exguirite matrem. Vine. 


' But our over-whelming ‘thame, 
and almoft incurable mifery, is, that 
we are fo carnaliz’d by our lutts, 
that our heavenly *Mother, in our 
efteem, has no Blefling for us; that 
a Spiritual Paradife, is no Paradife ; 

that it isa Paradife we with binit ie 


a ane, 
Ngee 9 © Gal j iv. 26. 
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from, which we defire to fll; and 
ta. wallow, Epicuri’ ‘de .grege. Porc, 
an our beloved mire. And yet what 
ig, this {pot. of easth, which {0 fwal- 
dows us up, , and in its gulph, pf ob- 
fcenitics, extingyifhes. our, Jove ...of 
Heaven ?.. Its.. enchantment is, ¥eiy 
Short, | _A few days, ia few hours may 
make us as wife as Soloman. For reft 
affured, earth’s rankeft idelatery. who 
NOW, pethaps,:. in. our Moyrifhing 
{chool - of Infidelity, thinks .a wifer 
than Salomon: is. here, . will, at: the 
clofe. of life, in his aching heart, adk 
Solomon's pardon for not t believing 
him before. 
-: I -believe that wife, and experi- 
senced Prince, whofe wifdom and 
experience was defigned to fpare ‘fu- 
‘ture apes their own fatal experience 


in a aeys and clofing with his laft 
. .,  .  fentiment, — 
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fentiment, the fum‘of his Divine Phi-. 
lofophy, afirm, that many a Philofo- 
pher, may: juftly be'réputed a fool ; 
that as there is but. one God, one 
Tryal, one great Tribunal, one Sal- 
_ivation ; fo there is but oe Wifdom ; 
that all, which devoid of shad, affumes 
the name, is’ bur folly of different 
colours, and ‘degrees; gay, grave, 
wealthy, lettér’d, domeftic, political, 
-civil, military, reclufe, oftentatious, 
‘humble, or triumphant; and is fo 
called in the language of Angels, in 
the. fole- authentic, and unalterable 
5 _ of Ezernity. 


That awful word infpires; and. 
- awakens ideas that flept before; it. 
‘points to Heaven; and fhews me 

where I fail.—- Though ftudious to 

do it juftice, I have wrong’d my 
theme. . And wrongd it much, 
| Aa _Some- 
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Somewhat more is. wanting to: con- 
fummate, and ctown, the Dignity of 
Man. What have I advanced ? 
‘ That man-is sear to the blefted 
“. Angels ?”” Is he not more?--~Yes, 
moft adorable Jefus! man is mores: 
much more. O whither doft:'Fhow: 
call me? Whither doft Thou: trani: 
port aftonifh’d human thought? F 
-fcarce dare look up to the fummit of 
fuch ftupendous Love. Leave T hot 
Cherubim and Seraphim below: ? ¥e: 
firft-born of Light! .ye Thrénes'!: 
Dominions! Principalities ! and Pow- 

ers! What do I behold ? How-aw’d, 

and how raptur’d; with what pro- 
{tration of heart, what elevation: of 
joy, from this remote region, this- 
loweft vale of the cteation, this land 
_ of darknefs, and :thadow of ‘death,’ 
| look. T-up thro’ incumbent ‘cloud 6f: 
miféry‘and fin, arid beliold---a Man* 


In 
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in Heaven! In the higheft'Heaven! In 


union. witli the Moft'High! In-ugion 
with year matt ador’d, and eternal 
King! Amd fo thron’d in authority, 
to. you ‘fo. {upersor in power, ay to 
make ceafelefs interceffion for the reft: 
of. mankind; not for thofe whofe fall 
left: feats empty in Heaven: Ob aid 


me with jyour language, with words 
mhore than human;.to praife Him! 


that Advocate unwearied for his.rela- 


tions (proud language!) for his earth= 


bon — and F —_— below. 


he nen this alwop too. wick for 
human. modefly to mention? For 
human: frailty to credit? For human 
corruption to admit ?---But is it not 
alfo. far too much for human Grati- 
tude to Jeaye unproclaimed, unre- 
founded, unadored &. I ge to my Fae 
Ait and youn Father, to .my Gods 
Aaa and 


340, The CON CuUston: 
and your God, What heart-fubdus 
ing, thought - -o'erwhelming; mah: 
exalting,. words are thefe?. ‘What an 
amazing, [had almoft faid./aveliing, 
condefcenfion. of. the Deity, 1 What 
an amazing,. I had.almoft. faid what 
a aeipings fublimation of maa on 


avs ? 
Bae. : 5 s 
ae . ete “74a 


.O blefled Revelation } that-opems 
fuch wonders. °- O' dreadfal ‘Revelds 
tion! if it opens:them in-yain. ©: Aaid 
are there thofe with. whom :theycpd 
for nought ? Strange men! in poffef 
fion of a Bleffing, the bare hopes of 
which fupported the fpirits of the 
wife, for four thoufand years, vader 
all the calamities’ of ‘life; cand errors 
of death ; and: know:-they: ndt:thet 
it is in. their hands?- Or -kniowing, 
ealt it. away. as of no. valuedtioA 
Bleffing, the very thadow. of which 
mae the.. ~~ of. the Pattiarchal, 
2 _ and 
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and: Jewith: ‘Religion f a Blefling; 
after: which the whiole earth panted, 
us the Hart for the’ water-brooks? 
A-Bleffing, on which’ the heavenly 
Hoft were'fent to congratulate man-" 
kind ;:and ‘fing’ the’ glad Tidings 
into! heir tran{ported hearts! A 
Blefling, which was more than an 
equivalent for Paradife loft! And is 
this Bleffing. declined, reje&ed, ex- 
ploded, defpifed, ridiculed? Oh un- 
happy: men k= The Frailty of man. 
13-almoft as i as the 

Mereacs of. baa | 

Who i can. inculcate. too much | 
nw Dignity ‘of: Man’? For what 
equally to-a.due fenfe of it'can in-— 
{pire:a, contempt of. the ‘world, a_ 
fondnefs for which. occafions ‘the — 
madnefs I: deplore ? ‘Indeed. a due 
fenfe: of: it, evidently; includes the — 
ae A a3 whale 
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whole of our ‘duty. “Ie infpited high 
veneration, and/ great gratitude, -t0 
Gon, who gave it;: it infpives-a rés 
verence for Qurfelves, which is of ‘uts 
moft moment-to our charaéter “and 
peace 3‘ and it infpires a proper: re 
gard for’ all Mankind, as equial 
fharers jn it: which’ regard: would 
prevent infinite mifchief, rand ae 
“- me seaptiats of Tif. = oe 

‘This, its: univerfal of, its siaiual 
{fo pregnant of good effeéts, -deter: 
_min’d me to the choice‘ of this tod 
much neglected -fubje@. » And ‘pers 
haps, I have now. fét it ia theftrong~ 
eft light. But if not ; its importance 
js fuch that “it fhould. be det- int all 
lights, and ‘from every~ point that 
imagination can fuggeft; and rea 
authorize, ftrike; if pofltble, «the det 
| anal ‘deeply ~fimals and) evert 
| shay groveling 


, 
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groveling, : human. héart... He that 
_ leoks:net.on-man in‘the light above, 
or fome, light. fimilay, and. equiva- 
Ignt;.knows not hirnfelf 5) is.a_perfed 
ftranger-.at home ;. his. heart wan- 
ders an. axile from his: deftin’d. feli- 
citys; he deprives: himfelf of .. the 
powesful impulfé which -he fo. much 
Wants, and which Nature denies, and 
which Revelation. defign’d him, for 
his more vigorous advance in Virtue 
here;. and his more. fublime ; afcent 
in Glory hereafter: Which. two. are 
the whole of, his. happinefs ;. all the 
reft is extrinfic, . PrecarioUty tranfient, 
| and, esac mogstal, . = 


- And pm ill, pe fay, that - 
| a declines, or falls from .the noble, 
and elevating object of, Contempla~ 
tion above-mentioned, -and_the-glq- 
rious hopes it, inipires, into .the bar- 
Aas ren 


; eee , 
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fen field of. praufenient;: asd-trifle 
ot into: the beftial -aby{s" of sa few 
years debauch, for- his'pottion’; who 
will: date affirm, ‘that fuch'a wretch 
differs not:a3: much in: reafon; “and 
happinefi, from the true ‘Chriftian, — 
as‘a Quadruped differs, in-form, fiom 
w Man? It isnot form, :but manners. 
which make humanity: The:tnould 
in which we ase caft;. only fayswhar 
we fLould-be;? nothing: but: our ‘con 
- duét tells us what we are. What 
wretchesare they who contradiét their 
‘figure --and accufe' nature’ of having. 
fet a wreng ftamp on ‘their: lying 
sclay.? The moft defpicable, and de- 
‘plorable Being under Heaven ‘is 2 Pa- 
‘gan in.@ Chriftian: land. He is-like 
ra-rank growth. of poifon -inc Para- 
idife.. He confines. that..thdught — 
| --which fhould fer-out at the creatidé, 
rand: travel down’ with stonder vend 
Zire f: — adora= 
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_ addration,: at-.every ftep,:thro’: the 
cosintlefs. Mercies: and ; Miracles of 
God fer:man;,into nature's final 
diffolution’s :and., cheace launch: fos 
A never-ending voyage in- Eternity; 
. tocthe nothing of: threefcore, yearss 
and ‘the wretched: means of annihil- 
ating that nothing, .ef contracting 
that {pan. Luft. exhaufts,- Luxury — 
overwhelms, and, by heaping ¢ on 
en qpaites pom out the: Fire, ° 
Where ethat Dignity which Res. | 
fon- exacts; and. which Revelation 
exalts, in Man ?. In -what I have faid 
on | that. Subject, I have,: T ‘think 
-ddne more. to ‘out purpofé; -than- be 
who. meafures:' the “Heavens, -and 
-nutabers the Stars.: I. :have:- taken 
1(g3:E:conceive) ‘the: true aheafure ‘of 
Man. That extenfive miealure ning 
inoue the thie’; which) :the Centaur 
we dwarfs 


& 
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sivarfs down: to:the : feanty fpan of 
the brute creation, to ‘the fia 
criumphants ; and making (m ight I 
fo. Spee a.dunghill of our condi- 
n, with the cock in the ‘fable, fot 

B: acs of rack {purns ‘the 
jewel: away; the powers angelic, 
the radiant beams: of ‘the Divinity; 
ee aren ee ee 
“But while I iaehial his grané 
deur (fo mixt our Nature, fo great; 
and little, is Man), I feel his weak 
nefs: In mind, and body, } feel his 
Seclietiinn sii this inftant;: ftops 
my Pen.-~Stops-it {hort of what’ y 
had propofed ‘to fay.--It bids: me 
take, while I may, my leave: of him 
I. love.---I. take ‘a {6lemn, becaufe, 
perhaps, a final, Leave. ‘Te is, vate 
jeaft, paflible, we may “meet. 1G 
more, ‘No more in this foreign land; 
tae in 
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in this -gloomy. apartment i the 
hounlict Univerle of God, . 


ae ro thou! ea aft, ‘ink Gala 
hold .that earth :-has on me! my 
Friend -in Jefus Chrift!' my Rival in 
immortal Hope! and - my. Compa 
nion: (J. truft) for Eternity ! comé 
to my bofom: Though fo far. re: 
mote, I take thee to my heart, 
Souls. fuffer no feparation from ob- 
| ftrudction of. matter, of diftance of 
place; Oceans may ‘foll. between 
us, and climates. interpofe, in vain: 
The whole material. Creation -is no. 
ar to the- winged mind. ‘Fares 
well.--Through boundlefs ages, fare 
thou well. -. The Dignity of Man, 
and, Blefling of Heaven,- be witli 
thee! ‘Fhe broad hand: of the Als 
mighty - cover thee! Mayft thow 
_— When the Sun is. quench’d! 
. -maytt 
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mayft, thou live, and pian aaa 
Time expires! ae ee 


This cordial, Bury done, this hus 
man. debt difcharged,. my. mind . As. 
eafed , my fpirits revive ; My. pain, 
is lef. And when this. endlef. dete: 
ter is ended, I thall’ drop. thee: for: 
the prefent ; and this idle pen, and an 
idler world (that other feather in the - 
{cale of Eternity) for ever. He. that 
drops the world, before that -drope 
him, He only knows its real value 5. 
and the value of his own Soul. And 
whatever the gaiety of the world 
pretends. to, he only. can have. a. 
folid, permanent, and uninterrupted, | 
_ joy of heart, “who builds ~it on the. 
Rock 3 én hope of the. Divine, 
Mercy. Give a man ‘the world, and. 
give him no more § and his happir, | 
ag Is at an . end “The human, 


Mg ce cyte 3! 
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heart’ will: neceflarily feel a Futurity, 
thro’ all the fuperabundance earth 


can heap on it: Nothing can poffi- | 
bhy give it a “peace ‘independent of 


4h ‘Heréafter :' That point of view 
int his’ ‘Creation, that purchafe of 


blood: in ‘His ‘Redemption, and yet. | 


iit ‘human. condué, that ever AEE 
le@ied Aly of | man. : 


“Nn the lat bit of pallies : “afk 
Pleafire’ s or Ambition’s triumph moft- 
triumphant, what. is human life? 
Knowlege of the world. recommends 
recels ; knowlege of life reconciles. 
té the grave. Few fufficiently. con-, 
fider how great mercy is imply’d in. 
the’ grant of death. _With a beart 
ploring a fmooth paflage, and gen- 
tle. gale, bound for that port whence. 
none , returns, I wait the mighty 

Master's 
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- Maerer’s. Call...‘ That Call irre 
able, which every: ‘nonvent {hould. 
expedt.;: which | every: fool: forgets 3' 
every. knave dreads; every:iwile man 
welcomes; and every monatchrobeys:: ' 


pag AeA ae 


; At, oe ae ead Mie ee Er 8 ore ae 
And:yet;-my friend, fome of owt 


- few Coavals clofe not altogether with 
this way of thinking; but rather 
feem to judge, that fome little de- 
give of precipitation ‘may be laid to” 

‘its charge. As the dial knows ‘not - 

the hour it'points out; fo they; by 

their infirmities and décays, difco>. 
vet their tire of day to all, but them- - 
felves.. Their Defires grow ftronger 
as Enjoyments grow more coy. It is” 
forhewhat to be. fear’d, ~ that: their 

| Hearts gravitate, alrnoft as: much’ ag i 
their {carce-animated clay 3 and take® 
but few, and feeble flights‘above the 

evel! of the world ; though ‘very ex* 


cellent 
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cellent things -are fpoken’ of. thee; 
Thou: welcome Haven of. Eternal 
Reft !: Thou: delightfal..Region -of 


inextinguithable Love!‘Fhou. great 


Goal. of: Perfe@ion! Thou bright: 

Meridian of Glory! Thou boundlefs - 
Ocean of: ew — Fhow 
~~ of. God! : 7 


“Andis is man ‘invited to this fallnel 
of fruition? and is man importun’d 
to partake the glories of the Almigh- 
ty.?---He that weighs not well this 
tranfcendent height of Love Divine, 
is far from being able to corapechond 
the terrible depth of human guilt: 
And;(to clofe with that, with which 
thefe' Letters begun) what guilt fo 
deep as. that of a daptiz’d Infidel? 
That: obfcene Bird of Night, flying 
absoad by Day, with eyes unable to . 
bear-the fun, the whoot, offence, and : 

a I il 
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‘ Siomen, of. all the rational world | 

~A: wank, jreather rifing oat of the. t- 

_.ered-font, is reafon’s greatelt theck, 

-the deepeft wound of reftitude, the 

-blackeft brand of darth, the Sgh of 

Angels, a Second Spear in ,the Sige 

of the moft Blefled Jefus, and the 

_fupreme triumph of the. ~~ to » Riot 7 
vend Man, ‘ 


Molt gracious God! iar happingt 
and dignity, how widely. diftant. is 
man from man? In both, . what an 

- immente - faperiority has. the pious 

‘Believer ? Scarce feems of the fame 

{pecies the believing, and apoftate, 
‘world. ‘To the firft, how juftly-may _ 
‘ we cry out,--O ye happy Sons of the 
- fallen Adam! where.is the damage 
- you received from. your. father’s fall ? 
Where are the once Jamenting mi- 
’ feries -of life 5 where are the -once 
unfur~ 
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-unfurmountablke terrors‘of death, fled e 
T difcern the Dignity of :Man, . when 
_ his carcafe is.in the duft. «: I congra- 


tulate his happinefs while the worm | | 


is‘feafting on him. Rejoice,*O ye 
‘ dead !-exult' and fing, ye dark ‘in 
habitants of the grave !* For do I not — 
‘behold, even in the grave, the:com- 
fort of Heaven ; when, with an eye 
of Chriftian Faith, in Heaven I be. 
“hold a Maz? ‘The Man Chrift. Jefus? 
‘And with tranfport, and adoration — 
Jet me refound the lofty language of 
the Prophet, a man 2 the ba atad of 
_ he a” | 


. How deplorably. wretched 4 As ve 
| . man ‘unblefs'd with fuch a fight ? 
-» How. criminally. wretched, if he vo-. 
‘ luntarily declines it !. If he volunta- 

. Fily recals the {ufpended. curfe ; ob- 

: sage prefents difarm’d death with 

3 Zachar. ¢. xiii. 7. . 

hig 
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his mortal Sting :apain;..and pours. 
out, in-his.diftragion, ‘all the vials, 
of its oripinal bitrernefs on the daysy. 
how difthaliand unredeemed,. ofan. 
apoftate hunran life? What a formi- 
dable , Revelatjon. dogs: fuch .a: Man 
hefpeak in: lieu of that which bapught 
pardon and-peace ? ‘What. a: Revelar. 
lation of no glad tidings. awaits him, 
_ when his.now-isivalving’cloud breaks; 
and Truth thundersaii the dreadfully. 
Hhimin’d, eee at the nordiftant aon 
o death? . 0 a tin | 
“Te is bad. in .m@en’s option, 
which. of thefe Revelations he will 
| admit (one he: mutt) ; ; but it is not 
in man’s: wildom to make the leaft 
apology: for- a wrong: option in fo 
plain: and--impertant-a point, A. . 
point how plain? I fhall here juft 
touch on-a ee Proof of the truth: 
of 
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of Ghriftianity, which rertders any: 
furthe?!! proof,-amiony proofé-Inite- 
merable;: unneceffary : with- ine,. to 
‘dreate anid fupport our 'Chriftian Faith, 
UTE eg Se SE a ae 

Every thirie ‘in ‘the tiga orld 
is. 4 proof. of a God ; and almoft 
every thirto’in the rnoral world is-a 
ptoof: af a Revelition.. As,: in. the 
 gitdterial univerfecall: exadly corref- 
porids- with the previous ideas of it in 
the Divine Mind ;: arid in a fubftant 
tial copy renders legible to man its it~ 
vifible pattern, in the thought of the 
. Almighty ; fo'a complete hiftory of 
mankind (if fuch could be had) would 
_ be ‘little more. than the fame Ab 
mighty’ s prophetic word in Scripture, 
materialized intoPad. ‘The prophets 
are mofe accurate and authentic. hr- 
ftorians of the fzture, than the moft 
| happy genius, uninfpired, can poflibly 
= Bb2 . ~~ | be 
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’ be-of the paff. And’ want ‘we mi?a- 
tles for our convidtion:? -The feries 
sof Scripture-prophecies accomplith’d, 
is the moft ftriking of miracles It 
is a miracle not expiring ‘ina’ tfaa- 
fient aé& ; but of great longevity, 
| perfifting in a perpetually-increafing 
weight and validity, through. the'pro-. 
tracted courfe of many. thoifaid 
years. It is a living, growing; pér- 
manent, paramount, miracle, lighted 
up as a lamp of illumination’ for'dll 
ages; that all able to fee, might ‘be 

quite unable to difbelieve ; quite un- 
able to retain reafon, and, at’ the | 
fame time, renounce belief. «For if 
the Seri ipture~prophecies « are fulfilled, 

the Scripture is- the Word ‘of God ; 
-and if the Scripture’ is the Word ' of 
“God, Chriftianity cannot be’ falfe. 
_ Shall we reject “it as fale; when,” in 
‘the he prelent ~~ id altnoft all: natibas, 
, we 
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_we are furrounded, and condemned, 
_ by-a full ocular demonftration of its 
being True? Let us-difpute our own 
sexiftence, if we would. continue ofa 


— ah this. 


“Where i is our — coiiie: P 
“And that,..in points which concern 
:us:mok ?. ‘Would we know what we 
Gre; or what we may, or muf? be to 
_ all Eternity? Nothing but Revelation 
-can.tell us either. So that if we 
"ated j in no higher motive than mere 
‘Inftin@, Revelation would be pre- 
cious in our fight. But vice ex- 
; tinguifhes not our reafon only, but 
our inftin@ too, when it.would do 
us any good;: -Either the ftrong in- 
. ftiné of curiofity is extinguithed by 


a 


 it,.or. there is an aftonifhing, and — 


pernicious felf-denial in Infidels, if: 


their moft, natural curiofity is full 
- B b 3 . alive, 
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alive. Revelation was -written for 
our inftruction ; arid are we'too wit 


to be inftruéted ‘by God ‘him felf? 


Throw we by unread, and as-df'ne 
confequence, an unfeal'd waar feiat 
to us bom the ee p* ty 
a ee ee 
ia our Infidels ee. is no lef thata 
‘defiance -of- common. ferfe, ino lef 
than harden‘d impudenceé ‘to! the ra- 
tional. nature of man, ‘to pretend, 
that, on due inquiry, they: waiitprogt 
of the truth of the Gofpel. : Its proaf 
is not -only great, but amazing; it 
is not only fythcient to eanvince, but 


aftonifh: Such its accumulated, ower- 


whelming, evidence, fo truly mar- 
wellous its tips, thar if: repeed, it 


days us ae a neceflity of rejecting 


Reafon, ‘and. Revelation, together. 
‘And: is: not Reafon'abyyed, the’ ole 
‘ fignuy, — ialiads of, .Gads, 
ard and 
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and Men?. Nothing can fo much de- 


grade, asthe violation of reafon; and — 


ng violation of. reafon Js equal to a 

wrong. option in this Point fupreme. 
‘Too faint is the ftrongeft colouring 
of all the fevere fables of antiquity, 
to reach an abfurdity fo abfurd. .. 


':. That of: Giree’s:Sty,, and Chiron’s — 


Stud, falls fhort of the Mark. For 


teafon,: in thofe days,. had not fuch - 


‘powerful motives to combat, or fuch 
-uglaring’ lights to refift. -And guilt 
blackens, in proportion to the ftrength 
sof the lights refifted, and the mg- 
tives overcome, ee ee 

Bince then (as has been proved) 
ft reafon makes a man, by ceafing 
+o be Chriftians, they ceafe to be 


2 
4 

7% 

- » 


;Men: ;: by what. term fha]l we call — 


fhefe, whom. no term.can defame ? 
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Let, therefore, your offended Sifter 
pardon my: Parable ; and Jet no-ho- 
neft man, : ‘for. the futurp, ‘fo far/ofe 
fend propriety, 2 and. profane ourten- 
guage, as to join in one.abus'd ward 
fuch repugnant ideas, ag thofe. of the 
Centaur and the Man ; one. the. idea 
of a Being, horridly sejpicing. in‘ thd 
miferable, and miftaken,. thoughty 
that this thort life, fhortened: by, vice! 
and vanity, is his All; and, that like; 
the fnuff of a candle, it fhall go:out: . 
for ever; rejoicing to think, that.after.. 
all his buftle and ambition, he fhall 
‘only, by this putrid. carcafé, add 
ranknefs to a clod of-earth, and :defile+ 
the dirt... The other idea:is: that ofa: 
- Being: big with bhumble,: :but‘rium: 
phant, hope, of exalting; owath his: 
smmortal. Spirit; joy. ,celeftial 5.co83 
adding melody to feraphic.choits, in 
-ceafelefs Hallelujahs .to, their -Kteroal =. 
King “§ ant pre fing praifks to 
woe ** our 
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| our'Gods fing: praifes, ‘fig praifes 
Sto out King. : Praife’ him, ‘all ye 
“Angels! . Praife him, all: his ‘Hoft, 
“ Praife him Sun and Moon! Praife 
‘him all ye Stars, and Light!” F or 
a fairer Light, a nobler Star, ‘a mor 
ithiftrious Sun is rifen'; the: Sun of 
Righteoufnels with healing in his 
Wihps’-and° all the Glories of un- 
bounded’ Creation’ are ‘outthone by 
the: {malleft bearn of the Gofpel ; by 
the fainteft hope of wrath sppenis, 
and eternal life, : 


Yet isi is that Light, sihich fone, 
in'their fuperior wifdom,: would ex-: 
tinguith as.fuperfluous to man, and 
fet up the dim — of eal Reafoa: 
Invits fread : = 


O-thow: wirft Guide Pipher, and ° 


‘ rik og ‘Friend! - mat 
Say for: thet: know’ a, what is it to’? 
1, be.wife?: 3 Hf on Maw. 


Ye oe | With 
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With: equal -wifdon, thou mighteft 
imagine: the Sun fuperfluous,.: and 
unneceffary: to. the material ‘world’ 
and callon chaos-for primeval dark+ 
nefs, as the great -blefling of man+ 
kind. :: Say, for, xow indeed; :thou 
—knoweff,. is not Lueifer inthe litt of 
fch benefactors as thefeP i005 su | 
.. Tho’.in 2bis his Lordthip is- quite 
‘as good a friend to. mankind, .a¢ he 
is a philofopher‘ in: his materiality:of 
the Soul; yet I will:venture advancing 
towards that precious dadtrine, fo far, — 
as to call, without {cruple, fuch fort of 
| imaginationsthe Ti heughtsof the Body 
for from: the: -body’s - predominance 
_ they, neceffarily, rife: And that’ ne- 
_-ceflity proves the neceflity. of -Reli- 
gion, which they refaft / So-that fuch 
fmen (which, perhaps, they; are: not 

aware of), while, as much as: they 
‘san, hey betel Religion, : they 


whe: com- 
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mammend it too; they.ag Joudly call 


| :forit, as the difeafe for the cure. For 


Religion is nothing, but an expedient 
far {upporting, againft the body’s.af 
faults and encroachments, the facred _ 
interefts of ithe foul. Thus, then, you — 
have, my Friend! . the whole. caufe 
of Infidelity; and. the -whole-reafon . 
of exerting: all our powers againt it, 
at once, before you. - How can our > 
whole. danger and duty, be fet in a 
tsa or. =— — than thie? 
“At your | oer Sie; § in: ihe wide- | 

foread ruins of our faith and virtue, | 
Ihave taken a flight view of a more 

melancholy fcene, than could be pre . 
fented: by famine, peftilence, or the 
fword: But, by God's Grace, we fhall. 
wepent:; ‘and net fuffer our ereateft 
gidry to become our preate dread ; 
= sas our wit and un{peak~ 
HE ~~ able 
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ble being, Tgumogtaiy, torenden 
exiftence. the -moft; .infuppartable 
curfe. “What. a . terrible inverfion. ig 
_ this of the high favours of Heaven ! 4 
This muft. be the cafe, when man. js 
all Senfe : . For to fenfe: nothing, eX, 
ifts but the prefent. Our. prelent, j B 
fo dear, that :the future is undone; 
Strange conduét! when our ftep ous 
of life is fo fhort. ; and fo. fure, fud-. 
den, and ingumerable: our. accidents. 
in it, that almoft every 1 moment af; 

{ures us, that, unlefs in time:we lay: 
hold on our invifible, and , to reafon, 
alone, exifing God, we thall :foon. 
fall from all we held {o dear ; :and. 
that then, not only all our haitnetes 


but all our hope, is at an end. 


| “What i is ie: O my aed 
oO my friend! O my poor, endan- 
| ger 4, immortal Soul! what, is there, 
, from 


° 


ie we 
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icin’ Adam to this’ hour, but fully 
confirms what F fay ? The world al- 
Hares us; thé world’ condemns us; ae 
he who’ takes that kind advice, which | 
through hisown experience, the world 
cOriveys, will’ defpife all its charms. 
As ignorance teems with Infidelity, 
fo! ‘Knowlege i is a faft friend of Faith, 
if ‘we would but know, ‘what we: 
edit but know 3 if we would but. 
believe our fenles’ in’ what pafies, 
and ‘our ¢ommon records in what 
has paffed ; it would not only re- 
concile us td, but, almoft, fupply 
thie place « of, our Creed ; fo very na= 
tural a pbb is the e Chritian of the 
Man: vod 

As aed a —* of a an ‘nfie 
is '@Beafty A bealt by God ‘uncreat- 
ed's°by Adam utinam’d,’ “That de- 
fet Adan’ s meaneft fon has fupply’d, 


by 
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by ‘writme CENT AUR in the’ 
horrid gap, ‘which ‘tlie bold- infidel 
has: made, by thé —. craft 
of lis Chriftian marke: eo ae 


‘ 
=e “ es: 
bepiicghid crhe «5 be 


| Is this - thought me 6 oppiobriond 

_ apd’a term of repréach ?--1 wilF 
make fome amends by a’ fhort hint 
of advice, which may fave from ‘tes 
proach the whole length. of | their’ 
lives. - Let: not the brute any longer : 
“pan away with the man, left fone: : 
“§ thing more dreadful thould rif 
* ~~ _ - brute.” ms 


ee 


a Mae 


ad this ‘diice j is sefafed, as 1 ee: 
ander {aid of the Perfan ¢ effeminate’ 
army, there are many enemies, but 
few foldiers ; {o'fay I, of this Paphian 
ifle, ehere are a multitude of peaple, 
but a frmall rémnant of ten, ‘As the! 
sn of the plobe was deformed by: 
4 I the 
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the flood, fo nature's original plan of 
due propertion is broken by the-de- - ” 
luge of iniquity, By large and fre+ — 
quent,.emigrations of our fenfualifts, | 
and other deierters from humanity, 
mankind is thinned, and the brute 
creation .ovérftocked. Now it is 
agiced, that of all brutes the moft 
brutal is the volunteer in brutality; 
the brute felf-made; the brute not. 
from. the decree, but. abule, of na- 
ture ;: the /frange brute-afirighting 
brute, with the ftature, yefture, voice, 
and face of man ;_ the brute; myfte- 
vious, irrationally rational, and (with 
horror let. me _—" it, _—- im- 
mortal. . 


"This i is. os sala we nell 
thou not of whom ? Though drawn 
by no. mafter-hand,. the likenefs. will 
be . confefied PY all, but by thofe. 


alone 


~ ‘ 
i 
wet oF 
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‘alone, who prove it to be like. To 
fpoil the piaure, they muft mend 
their lives ; and difcipline their own 
hearts to be revenged on me. All 
- I write is wafte paper, if they be- 
come men. Till then, all their-cen- 
fures recoil on themfelves, and by 
falfely condemning, make rail like- 


nels more oll 


“Does the diss fill haus too 
har i in their ears ? I will fo far in- 
dulge them, as to change it for 
S/ave:; and inftead of making free. 
with their hides, only rattle their 
chains. . For chains they wear, gall- 

ing, infamous chains! Till ftubborn, 
and wild will, is broken by Grace, 
and Reafon, .no man is free; but 
madly prefers the heavy burdens of 
his lufts, and the fcoufges of con- . 

a {cience, 
4 
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{cience, to the glorious liberty of the 
fons of God. * ae 
Andi is It pottbe chat pride fhould : 
= the ‘growth of flavery ? They are 
proud. of bondage, triumph in infa~ 
ty, and imagine that in their high 
flichts of fully, and tiot unreftrained, | 
there is fomething gréat.. No man is 
great, till he fees that every thing in 
this world is little.’ And of all that 
is little, that they are the leaft. Would. 
they ‘know what. is greatnels ?. Great 
is he, and he alone, who makes the 
whole creation, and: its arhazing 
Caule, the - circumference, and his 
owit t#ue intereft, the cevtre, of his 
thoughts. _ ‘Who has ftrength and 
fteadinefs, to weigh: i in perpetual and: 
equal. balance, : right -atid wrong, 
body and foul, time: and ‘eternity,’ 
nature and God; and fo weighing, 
.! C C to 


\ 
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fo.difdain any very anxiqus thor 
for lef than the greateft -good -his 
limited nature..admits,, and. his all. 
powerful, God -has: promifed.. to ber 
flow, . That:God, whee are-the pil> 
{qrs. of the.carth, ond wha bes fer-the 
| wor hd. pon, thes.’ Wo. ier his. oradh 
thunders out. of heaven, and ie os 
wearin are areten ee re oct: 


3 
4 
— 


th this, Sir, i in giving ‘ut fapreme 
: goody our fupreme effort and ‘con- 
cern, in fpight of all- temptation, :lies. 
the greatnefs of man. -Wellmay it 
lie.j ina prudence, fuch a prudence; 
as angels cannot exceed. . If thisis 
wanting,.. vain. are all othes: pre= 
tenfions. to ‘greatnefs, \ whethet:. of 
King, -Heto,..or Philofopher. . And 
a. Cafar,. a. Marlharoughy:.a Mew 
thing: A: eb Nia aF ides “Tame 
bers: and . wor CIT; aye p be. 


_ = @& & < 


a. a thrown, 
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thrown. together into ‘one promifcu- | 
‘ous’ ‘heap. of equal impotence ‘for 
attaining true: greatnefs. “The per’ 
formance, indeed,: of each of thefe 
candidates for glory, the multitude 
may: admire ; ‘but the performer, at 
the fame time, will be coridemned 
by: the wife, as little-minded. and 
‘mean; nay, as a very fol, in the 
language of Seripente that 1 is, in the 
Jadgrpent of me 


oe fee, hich tio ake siifes 

of renown our fize men, on the frit: 
| eft. enquiry, may put in a jutt pre= 
tence: Fool! Slave! Centaur! —-—< 
The. laft' is the neweft, and (which 
would be well for them) may be the 
feaft underftood ; but let them chufé 
which they clei Were it referred 
tome, their antichriftian glory fhould 
be — aggrandized, and ihine, like 
27 Coa. his 


6D smear 


2 2 i : 2 - dee : n 
: rf. oe ay 5 5 " cna x ae ‘ . ¢ 
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oe 3 


ce he Co we we¥4 ois, * 
his Hulinefi, ‘wiple-crowned with - 


hree. | wo 
Ge eg OE * EL} 
anes that tremeridou: Power: which: : 
alone is truly great, and good thy! 
whofe ‘favour i is all light, life; hope,’ 
peace, JOY> and falvation ; be ‘thi nks, 
praife, and dominion over the’ Rebel 
Fool, Slave, and Centaur, in our hearts. 

And may otr hearts, thus ‘exorcifed, 
have a lively feeling of the God invi- 
fible ; and, panting for the:rivers of 
true pleafure at his right | hand, abhor 

the life in vogue; and in fateh uni- 
fhaken, and nee unfeigned,” 

é confirmed for evermore : : nor eit? | 
ger {to the teproach eternal of the 
prefent age) let | our fins, as “well as 
our fituation, proclairh us to be’? ® 


re 
i ied yt. 
Ba Hag tee “3 MM v4 


aid hae 


ee Nae So are Que. Veer Jee ee 
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‘But, to. damp my rifing hope, I 
know not if avother diftin@tion of 
Britons from the greateft part » of | 
mankind, may not have been the 
glorious. indeed,, but fatal, caufe of 
this moft i nominious effeat, Tt is 
the great Glory of Gad to draw good 
out of evil, To draw evil out of good. 
is the great infamy of man. 


I fulpe, that an infolent pede bs 
Britifb liberty, in fome meafure, in- 
Apires British licenfe of thought, and 
extravagance of opinion ; which as 
extravaganta practice for ever follows: > 
If fo, Vice, and Infidelity, areas much 
our national diftempers, as the Scur- 
VY OF | the Spleen. Though difcretion 
much befriends happinefs, happinefs 
is no friend to difcretion. Great blef- 
{ings intoxicate. Liberty, fraught 
with bleffings as it is, when unabufed, 

Cc 3 has, 
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ha, perllaps, been’ abufed ‘to: éur'de 
fini@tion. -- And’ as. Britifp Male fabs 
limated into the moft pernicious Lit 
~ now fo much in ufé, fo Brit 
Liberty, carried into Licentiouf> 
| wae has. poifoned: and. brutalifed‘the 
Britifh State, By too’‘much exalting 
' our Spirits,’ it corrupts our Manners; 
and that Glory of our conftitution fis 
the difgrace of our lives. . Purely-to 
prove themfelves. free .menr, > fome 
turn Infidels : Hanging themfelves 
would be as good, and, to the public, 
‘a lefs-pernicious, proof. Sich meh 
fhould perform a long quarantine 
ere. admitted to the embrace even‘of 
a! brother. Heaven preferve: thee, 
“my friend, frban. the freedom, aiid 
wifdam, and happinefs, now in vogue. 
He is moft free who is bound by thé 
Jaws; ‘he ig moft wife who owns him- 
‘felf weak ; he is moft happy who 
ire ne ial abridges 
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abridgés his pleafures; and he is moft 
magnanimous, O ye. bold, intrepid, 
ees a Briton’ dead ~~ 
94 ‘God. . be ee 7 


“ie, ‘indeed, 18 i moft tinenani | 
‘mous, for by that fear he is fortified 
Againft alk other, And he is dy far 
the moft happy ; for the. divine fa- 
wour,:the light of Ged’s counte- 
nance is the Sun of the human foul, 
-whence all its vegetation of real 
felicity ; and though the world, 
(which from Him receives all its fee- 
-ble rays) may: greatly fhine in our 
‘eyes, yet, as wifely, may we expect 
vigorous and vivifying heat. from 
ithe Moon, .as any = ae 
from: MeO pea OE ye 
a ts 

But ws ‘one. aa: to: ae Bul, 
Perea Learned, and. Gay. 
we boss Cc4 _ Vice 


eee ee ee te eee) oe 
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chow to refrain. from purfuing theyh. 
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- on earth can: fay, whdt 4s,Good or 
‘IU, in,as great a tumult and! uproar 


as your paflions are, O--ye:Bufy ? 
and. Ambitious! about .every. thing 


alfe;- and: to love,’ and: labour at; _ 
what God commands, and to defire, 
‘and hope, ‘what he promifes,. is: the 
fingle. great leflon, O ye Learned J 


and the fangle true’ pleafure, QO: a 
site of human life. : 


* a ae 


2 eS 


“And now, my | Friend, F arewel, 


1 muft truft myfelf no longer! with 
the Pen ;- for. while I think there is 


a pollibility, that, touched by-dome 


ees Stroke, but ane fellow mortal 
_may. be raifed from a. perifhine mar 
of the earth, to a bleffed Immortal, 


,moy bufy..mind perpetually. fuggefts 
few. hints, and my. heart knowsnot 


The 


N, 
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‘Fhe: Volume'grows upon ‘my “hands; 
till its-.very bulk would: -defeat: its 
end;; New .rays.of thought dart it 
upon'me,; which; like crofslights,conm- 
fourid and perplex'each other. ‘Some 
thing of this you. may have perceivs 
¢d already. Struck: with the ims 
portance of the fubjed, 1 have beeti 
charmed. as. on enchanted ground § 
and whenever I was about to leave 
it, fome new path has brought: me — 
back to near the fame points again, 
Even. Centaurs Aave deen. human, 
and I feel the {trong tie of huma- 
‘ity, when going to bid them:a laft, 
an everlafting Farewell. . Like ome ° 
jabout to leave unhappy friends in the 
~-amidft of a deftru@tion, which: -yet, 
by timely care, ‘they: might: efcape, 
fill, at the mdment’ of departure, - 
“fome ‘new caution décuts : to. ‘me, 
spied new exhortation, fomething 
eet . | unfaid, 


ce cee rare IS 
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unfaid, in nof. 19.) walk, faid,.as, J 
might have been.;..But..now, fhe 
Adieu | muft be final... With, only: thig 
additional, and: ftill ‘More: urgenty 
and to them. furprizing,, mhative> for 
Reformation, . (viz) My. Alluring 
them, that what Ihave, higherto, 
through tendernef,. allowed: ta pass. 
for Fable, is actual Fada, That.the 
Centaur is indeed not F abulous. Thas 
aman without Religion jis really'a 

Beatt.; and fuch is he prongunced..4n 
Scripture, where it is faid thay * He 
alfo is Flefh ; that is, is a Brute ! ‘And, 
(what fhould ftrike them not 2. little) 


this is afligned as the reafon for 


{weeping . away our degenerate, ‘race 
by the. Flood. _A Brute, in truth, he 
is, with this only difference, that: his 
fuperior ,.underftanding _ gives. hire 
mere ,venom, than 1 he molt ; enr 


‘ 
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veriomed: of: Setpents ; ; and enables 
hith to’ do more ‘fatal mifehief to 
himfelf, and ‘others, than without 
the. éurfe of Reafon, of ‘abuled 
reafon, ‘could poffibly he’ done: $6 


far therefore is it from Satire, Pe a 


kiid Admonition is all, which the 
word Centar implies. And: as ‘in 
forné- ‘words thete ‘was’ once ima= 
gitied to refide a’ magic’ power over 
Demons themfelves, that opinion 
fright fill prevail, if the defign of 
thefe letters, to the wifh ‘of all ho~ 
neft men, could fucceed, and the 
foul ‘Nature of the Centaur be caft 
out by the Name. - If this fhould 
be the fortunate event, thefe pages 
Would’ 'live'in the lives of thofe they 
fhall'reclain. And if fo, O Boling- 
broke 1-'and-- you, ‘his applauding 
Tdolizers!’ what to ¢dis is ‘that vain 
~aneninae which the meaneft wri- 

as ters 
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ters wilh, and which; the nobleft can 

fcayce attain? Praifs is an error, where, 
Pardon is. indulgence 3 and pardon is, 
indulgence fo the brighteft, parts mil; 

applied, They rather, provgke,.than., 
- pleafe, the worthy | mind, by, laying, 
it-.under the difagreeable. neceflity,. 
and. clafhing difpofitions, of admire. 
ing the Writer, and difapproying the, 
Man. Which, in, fome fort, ; 1s like. 

admiring Nero for his F iddle, when, 
through i qwn frenzy, his glorious 

Capital was in flames, 


‘Tam, my dear Friend, -4 8 
avey: 29. 1754 Truly Yours. 


¥ 
To AS 


on be eee tee tet acter? ‘ + 


Postscript yy 
Received your " objections, and - 
thank you for them. 1 believe - 
every judicious reader will make the* 
faine. All Ic: can nfay, for mitigation ‘oF? 
+ their? 


»y' ag F¥ ad - a care : y . } " 
is - ‘ 
ie a i ak ee. fet iy Le ee fr 
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elicit fentence, is, that they’ who take 
on them té téad Ledtures in this laugh-: 
ing age, if they with an audience but’ 
ftidderately largé, muft have weight 
eidugh to: make’ impreffion ‘on “the 
ferious ; and levity enough to catch! 
thiofe ‘ wanton’ ‘ears, which, unlefs: 
tickled’ by ‘that feather, would con-. 
_ tinue “fhut’'as. clofe, as their filly’ 
héarts’ are‘ to virtue,’ a an‘ An: 
gel thould take the - chair. coe 


i. — you are f kindly. ities. 
cerned for your Friend’s Reputation, 
that the mixture of Levity with So. 
_lemnity, in thefe Lettets, makes you 
apprehentive-of its expofing the Wri- 
ter_to cenfure or ridicule. . Yet, “how, 
is it poflible to write on fo dreadful= 
ly mixed a -fubje&, as the ways of 


-man,- without being. agitated by the 


molt. contradiétcry emotions? His 
follies 
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follies fantaftically wrong, £0. bidis 
croufly abfurd: His: capacities for _ 
Virtue, and Mappinefs, fo.noble: His” 
Vices fo fhecking:, Their ropfequence 
fo deplorable.---So earneftly-defirsuy 
Jam_.of waking him from thatdream, 
in which he nods upon. the brink-of 
eternal ruin,. that if nathing: catrdo'it 
but my own. difgrace, my owh $272 
faonery. (as. perhaps he will-thirile 
it), ‘I rejoice. to fall. folow. Hf the - 
will but laugh with me, at bim- 
felfy he is-freely welcome :to: laagh 
qt. me, 42s. much as ‘he feds: caufe; 
It..is; not his applaufe,-. but: his 
Welfare, that. is: fought.  hitrid 
ment is the. point in view. : Dhas 
point. ‘unpropafed, (and: could > the 
*.Vifcount propofe it?) all Cenfyde is 
there Malice, and mere’ Impertinendg 
is all Harangue3; and aint a Tede 
* Lord Bolingbroke. . a ae 
ae | | | ly, 
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by “4 Bolingérake, anda Parrot,. to 
_ jaft-the fame pottion of. our efteem, 
“ahd -applaufe.: » Woul¥ you, « my 
| Friend,’ judge atight of men ?: Afk 
not: wher they have done, but why ; 
or their. chara@ers will be fill in. the 
dark..—-But I fear I'am fétting your 
judgment of men too right for my 
own Entereft; I muft leave ‘it unded 
the power of fome Partiality, - 
| ™ ~~ al your humble Servanit.,‘ 

AE «Pardon one me more. * Cons 

taur is of Greek extta@ion, and figni« 
fics Stimulation. May it here prove 
(As intended) a Spur to Virtue ;.: and, 
moft in myfelf. Standing in awe of 
my. own pen, may I-take the Coun- 
fol. E.give: Thus only. can L be furé | 
of doing. any Good ; thus only ‘can F- 
boldly. fay; wathout theReader’ s leave, | 
: From Kevier, Rimulare. .-. * 


| that 


3 a . 
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that L have pot wut ih-vain.... Is net 
this a new. Bxpedient for writing to 
fome little Pfirpafe; and an Expedient 
of no {mall Service to the Publick, if 
all ‘our writers would: ufé. the: fame 2 


- Their Numbers, then, would be lefs 
a Nuifance; and-half the nation 


(bleffed Change !) would aim at.Vir~ 
tue, as well as Fame. This, too, 
might be fome fort of Apology for 
thofe Heroes of the Pen, who, daunt- 
lefs at their own danger, with “the 
Spirit :of a Curtius, for the-fake of 
their dear Country, leap headlong into 
the Prefs, (too hafty. i aacest. J and 


| perifh there. 


Vincit amor patria, inden iim 
a = ha a 
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